The Pioneer Center for the Performing Arts,
completed in 1967, is one of Reno’s cultural and
architectural treasures. From its iconic goldanodized aluminum geodesic dome to its
gorgeous midcentury modern interior, the
building is a true regional landmark. Its bold
architecture, inspired by the designs of American
visionary Buckminster Fuller, bridges Reno’s
historic past with a soaring confidence in the
future.
With all the changes in downtown Reno over the
past 50 years, the Pioneer Center has remained a
constant source of energy, vitality and
walkability. It is one of the quartet of historical
landmarks at the heart of Reno’s civic center,
including the Washoe County Courthouse,
Riverside Hotel, and Historic Post Office.
Together, this vibrant district embodies and
perpetuates the City’s longstanding reverence for
culture, architecture, and history.
In recognition of its historical and architectural
significance, the Pioneer Center for the
Performing Arts is listed in the National and State
Registers of Historic Places, and a nomination to
the City of Reno’s Historic Register is completed
and ready for submittal to the Historical
Resources Commission in February 2020.

On behalf of the Board of Directors and staff of the Pioneer
Center for the Performing Arts, we would like to express
our sincere gratitude to the City of Reno for a sponsorship
grant in the amount of $50,900.00 for FY18-19.
This sponsorship grant helped offset the Pioneer Center’s
general operating overhead expenses, which included the
following utility and service payment amounts in FY18-19:
 NV Energy: $66,615.23
 Waste Management: $3,415.92
 Truckee Meadows Water Authority: $2,373.58
Thanks to this generous sponsorship grant, the Pioneer
Center was able to allocate other funds from our FY18-19
budget to capital improvement projects, new initiatives,
and additional programs. A brief summary of our
organizational activities in FY18-19 is included here.
For more than 50 years, we’ve been bringing art to life in
our historic theater in the heart of downtown Reno. Thanks
to past support of the City of Reno, we will continue to
provide arts experiences that inspire our patrons and
connect our community for many years to come.

“I learned no matter what culture you come from you can be an artist.”
-3rd grade student
“I remember last time you came I was in first grade
and now I’m in sixth grade still enjoying what you guys play for us."
-6th grade student
“I learned that women can be directors too."
-4th grade student
“I play the viola, and because of you I know I can play for a long
time and never give up on my dreams of playing the viola.”
-6th grade student
“It was very inspiring to watch those dancers do what they love.
It inspired me to live my dreams. I loved how they expressed themselves
without talking. Every kid should watch this amazing performance.”
-5th grade student
“When they played the drums my heart went to the beat.”
-5th grade student
“The music sounded so great that I couldn’t believe my ears!
I am so glad that you could come to our school and play jazz for us.”
-4th grade student
“I think the program is good because I basically got to go to a “concert”
for free at school. I liked that I got to see an actual musician in person –
the cooler part is that it was at school.”
-6th grade student

If approved for a sponsorship grant from the City of
Reno for FY19-20, the Pioneer Center for the
Performing Arts would allocate those funds to help
offset our general operating overhead expenses.
Each year, we spend over $70,000.00 on utility and
service payments to entities such as NV Energy, Waste
Management, and Truckee Meadows Water Authority
to support the operations of our 65,000 square-foot
performing arts center.
Sponsorship funds from the City of Reno would enable
the Pioneer Center to allocate other general operating
funds from our FY19-20 budget to capital improvement
projects, new initiatives, and additional programs.
A brief summary of our FY19-20 organizational activities
to date and a list of upcoming goals are included here.

