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Submitted by Baron & Budd PC, on behalf of:
Baron & Budd PC
3102 Oak Lawn Avenue
Suite 1100
Dallas, TX 75219

Levin, Papantonio, Thomas, Mitchell, Rafferty & Proctor, PA
316 South Baylen Street
Pensacola, FL 32502

Greene, Ketchum, Farrell, Bailey & Tweel, LLP
419 11th Street
Huntington, WV 25701

Hill, Peterson, Carper, Bee & Deitzler, PLLC
500 Tracy Way
Charleston, WV 25311

The McHugh Fuller Law Group
97 Elias Whiddon Road
Hattiesburg, MS 39402

Powell & Majestro P.L.L.C.
405 Capitol Street
Suite P-1200
Charleston, WV 25301

RESPONSE TO REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS

INTRODUCTION
The law firms of Baron & Budd, P.C. ("Baron & Budd"), Levin, Papantonio, Thomas,
Mitchell, Rafferty & Proctor, P.A. ("Levin Papantonio"), Greene, Ketchum, Farrell, Bailey &
Tweel, LLP ("Greene Ketchum"), Hill, Peterson, Carper, Bee & Deitzler, PLLC ("Hill
Peterson"), McHugh Fuller Law Group ("McHugh Fuller"), and Powell & Majestro, PLLC
("Powell & Majestro") (collectively, the "Firms") hereby respond to the City of Reno's Request
for Qualifications ("RFQ") to assist with investigation and, if appropriate, bring litigation against
manufacturers and distributors of prescription opioids that have wrongfully caused opioid
addiction in the City of Reno.
As of December 22, 2017, the Firms have filed over 100 lawsuits on behalf of public
entities in several states regarding the opioid crisis. The Firms anticipate filing additional
lawsuits on behalf of dozens of public entities in the coming weeks and months. The Firms were
instrumental in perpetuating the creation of a Multi-District Litigation, In re: National
Prescription Opiate Litigation, MDL No. 2804 (N.D. Ohio), having filed the initial Motion to
Transfer on behalf of more than 60 public entities in September 2017. The Firms also expect that
many key personnel will serve in top leadership positions for Plaintiffs on the MDL, including
Co-lead counsel and the Plaintiffs Steering Committee.
Baron & Budd and Levin Papantonio would serve as co-lead counsel for the Firms and
bring their proven track record as leaders in complex litigation on behalf of plaintiffs, including
public entities. Key personnel that would be assigned from the Firms to this Contract have
experience in successfully prosecuting prescription drug marketing/promotion litigation, and in
representing States and other public entities in complex litigation.
Baron & Budd was among the firms representing the States of Mississippi, Maryland,
Kentucky, West Virginia, South Carolina, Utah, and New Mexico in their lawsuits against
GlaxoSmithKline arising out of its fraudulent marketing of the diabetes drug Avandia. Baron &
Budd played a key role in negotiating the settlement of these states' claims for $177 million. In
comparison, the federal/multi-state settlement of 37 states and the District of Columbia resulted
in a collective settlement of $90 million for those 38 entities combined.
Levin Papantonio has a longstanding reputation as one of America's premier trial firms.
Levin Papantonio attorneys have tried more than 150 cases resulting in jury verdicts exceeding
$1 million, and the firm has recovered more than $3 billion through verdicts and settlements over
the last 25 years. The National law Journal recognized Levin Papantonio as the fourth most
successful law firm in America based on total jury verdicts in 2002. Fred Levin was named one
of the nation's "Top Ten Litigators." After securing a $380 million verdict in 2007, three of the
firm's attorneys were nominated as one of the top trial .teams in the country by the Public Justice
Foundation. Through multiple trial verdicts against Dupont regarding C8, Levin Papantonio lead
a $920 million settlement in 2017. Over 60 years, Levin Papantonio attorneys have been
committed to aggressively pursuing our clients' rights through trial.
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Greene, Ketchum, Farrell, Bailey & Tweel LLP is the West Virginia law firm which filed
the first cases in the country against the wholesale distributors of prescription opiates on behalf
of political subdivisions in southern West Virginia. Paul Farrell, Jr. is an experienced lawyer
having served as trial counsel for the transvaginal mesh MDL bellwether trials in the United
States District Court for the Southern District of West Virginia. Mr. Farrell has been instrumental
in bringing national attention to the opioid epidemic plaguing central Appalachia and now
represents communities in West Virginia, Ohio, Kentucky and Illinois.
The Law Firm of Hill, Peterson, Carper, Bee & Deitzler was founded in 1980 by Senior
Partner, R. Edison Hill. The firm's attorneys have extensive legal experience both in and out of
the courtroom along with a broad network of resources to undertake a wide variety of
complicated claims including, but not limited to Mass Torts and Class Action Litigation,
Defective Drug Litigation and Opioid Distribution Liability. The firm's attorneys served on the
Plaintiffs Steering Committee for In re: E. I. Dupont de Nemours and Company C-8 Personal
Injury Litigation, which has reached a global settlement of close to $1 billion. The firm's
attorneys also served as co-lead counsel for the settlement of the largest pharmaceutical class
action litigation in the history of the State of West Virginia, involving the diet drug Fen-Phen
(Burch, et al. v. American Home Products Corporation, et al.), with settlements and verdicts
handled on behalf of Hill & Peterson or on a co-counsel basis exceeding $1.6 billion.
McHugh Fuller is a trial firm consisting of litigation and appellate counsel admitted to
practice in over twenty-five states and federal jurisdictions. McHugh Fuller specializes in
complex medical and health-care related litigation. The attorneys at McHugh Fuller have tried
hundreds of cases to verdict in multiple jurisdictions.
Since 2002, the attorneys of Powell & Majestro have been protecting the interests of
individuals, families and businesses in West Virginia as well as handling complex litigation
nationwide. Anthony J. Majestro has a proven record of litigating matters of great complexity
nationwide and recently filed the first cases in the country on behalf of public entities against the
wholesale distributors of prescription opiates in southern West Virginia.
As evidenced by this history of success and the contents of this Response, the Firms have
the experience, staff and resources to take on multiple pharmaceutical manufacturers and
wholesale pharmaceutical distributors, as well as other responsible parties in prescription opioid
litigation on behalf of the City of Reno and to achieve remarkable results.
CLAIMS AND DAMAGES ASSESSMENT
Based on our investigation and experience in other litigation against wholesale
distributors and manufacturers of prescription opioids, the Firms believe that Reno may have
causes of action based on Nevada's nuisance statutes; the federal Racketeer Influenced and
Corrupt Organizations (RICO) Act and Nevada racketeering statutes; and claims arising under
the Nevada Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act, Nevada consumer-protection law, and Nevada tort
law.
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Potential Causes of Action

In Nevada, a nuisance action may be brought to abate, inter a/ia, "[a]nything which is
injurious to health ... so as to interfere with the comfortable enjoyment of life." Nev. Rev. Stat.
Ann.§ 40.140. The Firms believe that Reno may pursue a civil action for abatement of public
nuisances and recovery of damages caused by the diversion of prescription opioids into illicit
channels.
The Firms also believe that Reno may pursue civil action for racketeering activity
prohibited under both the federal Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations (RICO) Act
and Nevada racketeering statutes. The federal RICO Act prohibits "(1) conduct (2) of an
enterprise (3) through a pattern (4) of racketeering activity." Sedima, S.P.R.L. v. Imrex Co., 473
U.S. 479, 496 (1985) (footnote omitted); see 18 U.S.C. § 1962 (prohibiting racketeering
activity). Nevada law similarly prohibits engaging in racketeering activity. Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann.
§ 207.400. The Firms would consider bringing racketeering claims against opioid manufacturers
and/or wholesale distributors predicated on mail and/or wire fraud, as well as failure to comply
with controlled substances laws.
Finally, opioid manufacturers and/or wholesale distributors are potentially liable for
several other causes of action, including violations of the Nevada Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act,
Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 585.520 (prohibiting manufacture, sale, and distribution of misbranded or
adulterated drugs), Nevada consumer-protection law, id. § 598.0915 (prohibiting engaging in
deceptive trade practices), strict products liability (design defect and failure to warn), fraud,
negligence, fraudulent and negligent misrepresentation, and breach of implied and express
warranties.
Damages Assessment and Available Relief

The opioid epidemic has imposed and will continue to impose significant costs upon
Reno, including costs for (1) medical care, additional therapeutic and prescription drug
purchases, and other treatments for patients suffering from opioid-related addiction or disease,
including overdoses and deaths; (2) counseling and rehabilitation services; (3) treatment of
infants born with opioid-related medical conditions; (4) welfare for children whose parents suffer
from opioid-related disability or incapacitation; (5) payments for illegally distributed opioids
through government payor programs; and (6) law enforcement and public safety relating to the
opioid epidemic.
Actual damages for these costs are available under Nevada nuisance law, Nev. Rev. Stat.
Ann. § 40.140; federal racketeering law, 18 U.S.C. § 1964(c); state racketeering law, Nev. Rev.
Stat. Ann. § 207.470(1); Nevada's deceptive trade practices law, id. § 598.0999; and commonlaw causes of action. Treble damages are also available under Nevada's deceptive trade practices
statutes, id., as well as the federal RICO Act, 18 U.S.C. § 1964(c).
Additionally, defendants are subject to a civil penalty of up to $5000 for each willful
violation of Nevada's deceptive trade practices statutes. Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 598.0999(2).
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Furthermore, injunctive relief is available under state deceptive trade practices law, id.
§ 598.0979(1), and nuisances "may be enjoined or abated," id. § 40.140(1).
Finally, Reno may obtain punitive or exemplary damages by showing that opioid
manufacturers and/or distributors are "guilty of oppression, fraud or malice, express or implied."
Id. § 42.005.

1. STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS

Experience of the Firms:
Provide a summary statement of the firm's experience with similar related lawsuits during
the past ten (10) years including a list of clients for which the firm has provided these
services and the dates such services were provided.
Opioid Litigation
As of December 27, 2017, the firms of Baron & Budd, Levin Papantonio, Greene Ketchum, Hill
Peterson, McHugh Fuller and Powell & Majestro have filed over 100 lawsuits on behalf of
public entities in several states regarding the opioid crisis. Paul Farrell (Greene Ketchum) and
Anthony Majestro (Powell & Majestro) were among the first attorneys to file these lawsuits in
West Virginia. The Firms anticipate filing additional lawsuits on behalf of dozens of public
entities in the coming weeks and months. A list of public entities represented by the Firms (as of
December 27, 2017) is set forth below:

Alabama

Illinois

Union County

City of Birmingham

Alexander County

Wabash County

City of Fort Payne

Bond County

City of Gadsden
City of Mobile

Christian County
City of Rockford

Washington County
White County

City of Opp

Coles County

City of Selma
City of Union Springs

Edwards County
Gallatin County

Coffee County

Hamilton County

Etowah County

Hardin County

Morgan County

Jasper County

Sumter County

Jersey County

Tallapoosa County

Livingston County

Florida
Calhoun County
City of Panama City

Pulaski County
Saline County
Shelby County

Williamson County

Indiana
City of Jeffersonville
City of Kokomo
City of Muncie
City of New Albany
City of Noblesville
City of Sheridan
City of Westfield
Greenwood City
Harrison County
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Kansas
Sedgwick County
Kentucky
Allen County
Anderson County
Bell County
Boone County
Boyd County
Boyle County
Bracken County
Buillitt County
Campbell County
Carlisle County
Christian County
Clark County
Clay County
Cumberland County
Fleming County
Franklin County
Garrard County
Greenup County
Harlan County
Henderson County
Henry County
Hopkins County
Jessamine County
Kenton County
Knox County
Laurel County
Leslie County
Lexington-Fayette
Lincoln County
Louisville Metro
Madison County
Marshall County
Nicholas County
Oldham County

Pendleton County
Perry County
Pulaski County
Rowan County
Scott County
Shelby County
Spencer County
Union County
Whitley County
Woodford County
Louisiana
East Baton Rouge Parish
Maryland
Cecil County
Massachusetts
City of Greenfield
City of Methuen
City of Revere
City of Woburn
Mississippi
Amite County
Benton County
Jefferson Davis County
Lawrence County
Marion County
Tallahatchie County
Tippah County
Union County
New Hampshire
City of Concord

North Carolina
New Hanover County
Buncombe County
Burke County

City of Jacksonville
City of Wilmington
Onslow County
Rockingham County
Rutherford County
Surry County
Yadkin County
Ohio
Adams County
Ashland County
Belmont County
Brown County
City of Cincinnati
City of Portsmouth
Clermont County
Columbiana County
Coshocton County
Crawford County
Darke County
Erie County
Fairfield County
Gallia County
Guernsey County
Hocking County
Huron County
Jackson County
Lawrence County
Licking County
Logan County
Muskingum County
Ottawa County
Pike County
Ross County
Scioto County
Seneca County
Vinton County
Wayne County
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Pennsl:'.lvania
Columbia County
Luzerne County
Tennessee
Campbell County
Fentress County
Greene County
Hamblen County

Hancock County
Hawkins County
Haywood County
Henderson County
Johnson County
Lexington City
Pickett County
Williamson County

West Virginia
Boone County
Cabell County
Fayette County
Kanawha County
Logan County
Wayne County

Detail experience on litigation ofsimilar scope or size in the last 10 l:'.ears:
Baron & Budd has represented hundreds of public entities in pharmaceutical,
environmental, consumer and securities litigation. The Firm's attorneys were part of an attorney
group that recently negotiated a $553 million settlement with 4 vehicle manufacturers regarding
their use of faulty airbags manufactured by Takata. Baron & Budd's environmental litigation
group litigated and settled claims on behalf of more than 150 water providers in 17 states
regarding Methyl Teritary Butyl Ether (MTBE) contamination in groundwater. The $423 million
settlement, reached with many of the country's leading gas companies, requires gasoline refiners
to pay water providers' costs to remove MTBE from public drinking water wells and for refiners
to pay for treatment of qualifying wells that may become contaminated within the next 30 years.
The Firm's attorneys were co-lead counsel in litigation brought on behalf of seven states'
attorneys general against GlaxoSmithKline regarding its fraudulent marketing of the diabetes
drug Avandia; these cases settled for $177 million (additional details provided below). Baron &
Budd's environmental litigation group represented 30 mid-west water providers in litigation
regarding the contamination of water systems by the agricultural chemical atrazine; these cases
settled for $105 million. The firm also served as co-lead counsel for the states of West Virginia,
Hawaii and Mississippi for their claims against various financial institutions regarding fraudulent
marketing of payment protection plans and related credit card services, ultimately settling the
cases for more than $43 million.
Avandia Litigation - Baron & Budd
Baron & Budd attorneys, together with co-counsel, represented the States of Mississippi,
West Virginia, Utah, New Mexico, Maryland, Kentucky, and South Carolina in litigation against
GlaxoSmithKline, LLC for the fraudulent marketing of the diabetes drug Avandia. The state
causes of action litigated in these 7 cases included state consumer protection and, where
applicable, state Medicaid Fraud statutes. These cases settled in 2013 for $177 million.
a. Style and docket number:
Commonwealth of Kentucky, ex rel. Jack Conway, Attorney General v. GlaxoSmithKline LLC,
formerly SmithKline Beecham Corporation dlb/a GlaxoSmithKline; 13-CI-208, Division I,
Franklin Circuit Court, Commonwealth of Kentucky;
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State of Louisiana v. GlaxoSmithKline, LLC, formerly SmithKline Beecham Corporation
d/b/a GlaxoSmithKline; and GlaxoSmithKline, PLC; Case No. 599353, Nineteenth Judicial
District Court for the Parish of Baton Rouge, Louisiana;
The State of Maryland v. GlaxoSmithKline LLC, formerly SmithKline Beecham Corporation
dlb/a GlaxoSmithKline; No. 24-C-13-000983, Circuit Court for Baltimore City, Maryland;
Jim Hood, Attorney General of the State of Mississippi, ex rel. The State of Mississippi v.
GlaxoSmithKline, LLC, formerly SmithKline Beecham Corporation d/b/a GlaxoSmithKline;
Civil Action No.: G-2011-1344, Chancery Court of Hinds County, Mississippi;
The State of New Mexico By and Through the Attorney General for the State of New Mexico,
Gary King v GlaxoSmithKline, LLC, formerly SmithKline Beecham Corporation dlb/a
GlaxoSmithKline; Case No. D-101-CV-2012-01432, First Judicial District Court for the
County of Santa Fe, New Mexico;
State of South Carolina, ex rel. Alan Wilson, in his capacity as Attorney General of the State
of South Carolina v. GlaxoSmithKline, LLC, formerly SmithKline Beecham Corporation
d/b/a GlaxoSmithKline; Civil Action No.: 2011-CP-42-2174, South Carolina Court of
Common Pleas, Seventh Judicial District, County of Spartanburg;
Mark L. Shurtleff, Attorney General of the State of Utah, ex rel. the State of Utah v.
GlaxoSmithKline, LLC, formerly SmithKline Beecham Corporation dlb/a GlaxoSmithKline;
Civil No. 100423795, Third Judicial District Court of Salt Lake County, West Jordan
Department, State of Utah.

b. Brief description of the litigation:
These seven separate actions arose from GlaxoSmithKline 's ("GSK") deceptive acts in
wrongfully and illegally marketing, promoting, and selling the diabetes medication rosiglitazone
maleate, sold by GSK under the trade names Avandia, Avandamet, and Avandaryl (hereafter
referred to as "Avandia"). GSK engaged in an illegal and deceptive marketing program
nationwide to promote the use of Avandia as an alleged "wonder drug" in the treatment of
diabetes. Through a variety of schemes, including corrupting the medical literature, threatening
a preeminent physician, and dishonest promotions, GSK sold Avandia as a "significant advance"
in diabetes treatment. GSK affirmatively represented that Avandia was superior to existing
drugs, such as metformin and sulfonylureas, at lowering diabetics' blood sugar, a critical goal in
diabetes treatment. GSK affirmatively represented that Avandia could reduce diabetics'
cardiovascular risks when GSK in fact knew that Avandia posed serious cardiovascular risks,
including heart attack and sudden cardiac death.
As a result of GSK's exploitation of the States' Employee Healthcare and Medicaid
programs, the States dispensed millions of dollars of State funds in purchasing Avandia. The
States also paid and must cover the costs of care for those Employees and Medicaid recipients
rendered chronically ill and/or injured by Avandia's undisclosed side effects. Included in the
causes of action brought by the States were allegations regarding violations of the states'
consumer protection laws, false claims acts, truth in advertising laws, and where applicable, state
Medicaid Fraud statutes.
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c. Dates of litigation, type of litigation, status of the litigation and whether the firm
was successful and dollar value; and
These seven individual civil cases were filed in 2011, 2012 and 2013. Baron & Budd
Managing Shareholder, Russell Budd, played a key role in negotiating the settlement of the
seven States' claims for $177 million in 2013. In comparison, the federal/multi-state settlement
of 37 States and the District of Columbia resulted in a collective settlement of $90 million for
those 38 entities combined.
d. Company/agency/department/office to which legal services were provided,
including contact information and email address, to be used as reference
verification.
Mississippi Office of the Attorney General
Jim Hood, Attorney General of the State of Mississippi
George W. Neville
Special Assistant Attorneys General
Post Office Box 220 (39205-0220)
550 High Street, Suite 1200
Jackson, MS 39201
Tel: 601-359-3680
gnevi(W,ago.state.ms.us
Other Pharmaceutical Litigation - Baron & Budd
Baron & Budd attorneys, together with co-counsel, currently represent the States of
Hawaii, Mississippi and New Mexico in pending litigation against pharmaceutical companies
alleging that these companies engaged in in unfair or deceptive trade practices in marketing of
several pharmaceutical drugs to treat conditions for which their safety and efficacy had not been
established.
Mississippi Office of the Attorney General Case Against Fresenius
a. Style and docket number;
Jim Hood, Attorney General of the State of Mississippi, ex rel. the State of Mississippi v.
Fresenius Medical Care Holdings, Inc.; and Fresenius USA, Inc.; Cause No.: 14-cv-152,
Chancery Court of DeSoto County, Mississippi
b. Brief description of the litigation;
This case was brought by the State of Mississippi against Fresenius Medical Care
Holdings, Inc. and Fresenius USA, Inc. to recover under the Mississippi Consumer Protection
Act (MCPA), which grants the Attorney General authority to prosecute state consumer protection
laws on behalf of the State of Mississippi. Defendants violated the MCPA by engaging in unfair
methods of competition and unfair. and deceptive trade practices within the State in connection
with the marketing and sale of GranuFlo.
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c. Dates of litigation, type of litigation, status of the litigation and whether the firm
was successful and dollar value; and
This case was filed in January 2014 and litigation is on-going. Baron & Budd attorneys
serve as co-counsel with other firms and the State's Office of the Attorney General. Baron &
Budd attorneys directly engage with the deputy Attorneys General and co-counsel on all phases
and facets of the litigation. Baron & Budd shareholder Laura Baughman has taken the lead in
drafting pleadings, formulating strategy of the litigation, propounding and responding to
discovery, defending and taking multiple fact witness depositions, working with potential
testifying and consulting experts, as well as arguing at hearings before the Chancery Judge and
overseeing the motion practice. Of Counsel attorneys Ann Saucer and Alicia Butler have engaged
in extensive motion practice including taking the lead in briefing two motions to compel
document productions of allegedly privileged Defendant documents. The Orders granting both
of these Motions (one of which included an award for monetary sanctions) have been appealed to
the Mississippi Supreme Court and Laura Baughman and Ann Saucer are taking the lead in
responding to the Defendants' briefing on the appeals. Baron & Budd has also taken the lead in
discovery document gathering and production on behalf of the State and management and review
of the Defendants' document productions.
d. Company/agency/department/office to which legal services were provided,
including contact information and email address, to be used as reference
verification.
Mississippi Office of the Attorney General
Jim Hood, Attorney General of the State of Mississippi
George W. Neville
Jacqueline H. Ray
Special Assistant Attorneys General
Post Office Box 220 (39205-0220)
550 High Street, Suite 1200
Jackson, MS 39201
Tel: 601-359-3680
gncvi(O).ago.statc.ms.us
jacra(ZV,ago.state.ms.us
Mississippi 0 ffice of the Attorney Genera I Case Against GlaxoSmiLhKI ine
a. Style and docket number;
Jim Hood, Attorney General of the State of Mississippi, ex rel. the State of Mississippi v.
GlaxoSmithKline, LLC; Cause No 17-cv-163, Chancery Court of Hinds County, Mississippi
b. Brief description of the litigation;
This case was brought by the State of Mississippi against GlaxoSmithKline ("GSK")
alleging that GSK engaged in in unfair or deceptive trade practices in its marketing of several
pharmaceutical drugs to treat conditions for which their safety and efficacy had not been
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established. Specifically, the State alleges that Defeµdant knowingly and willfully engaged in
conduct that constitutes an unfair method of competition and/or an unfair or deceptive trade
practice and a violation of the Mississippi Consumer Protection Act, including misrepresenting
the sponsorship or approval of the drugs; misrepresenting affiliation, connection, or association
with, or certification by another; representing that the drugs had characteristics, approval,
benefits, uses and/or quantities that they do not have; representing that the drugs were of a
particular standard, quality, or grade when, in fact, the drugs were not of that standard, quality, or
grade; omitting from its representations the material fact that it had been unlawfully p&ying, and
offering remuneration to, healthcare providers to induce them to promote and prescribe the
drugs.

c. Dates of litigation, type of litigation, status of the litigation and whether the firm
was successful and dollar value; and
This case was filed in February 2017 and litigation is on-going. Baron & Budd attorneys
serve as co-counsel with other firms and the State's Office of the Attorney General. This case
was removed from state court to federal court by the Defendant and Plaintiff's Motion to
Remand has been fully briefed. The parties are awaiting a decision from the federal court judge
on whether the Motion will be granted without hearing. Anticipated responsibilities include
directly engaging with the deputy Attorneys General and co-counsel on pleadings, strategy of the
litigation, and lengthy discovery with multiple depositions and complex motion practice.

d. Company/agency/department/office to which legal services were provided,
including contact information and email address, to be used as reference
verification.
Mississippi Office of the Attorney General
Jim Hood, Attorney General of the State of Mississippi
George W. Neville
Jacqueline H. Ray
Special Assistant Attorneys General
Post Office Box 220 (39205-0220)
550 High Street, Suite 1200
Jackson, MS 39201
Tel: 601-359-3680
gnevi@ago.state.ms. us
jacra(O),ago.state.ms.us
New Mexico Office of Attorney General. Plavix Case

a. Style and docket number;
State of New Mexico, ex rel. Hector H Balderas, Attorney General vs. Bristol-Myers Squibb
Company, et al., Case No. D-101-CV-2016-02176, First Judicial District Court, County of
Santa Fe, New Mexico
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b. Brief description of the litigation;
This case was brought by the State of New Mexico against Bristol-Myers Squibb
Company , Sanofi-Aventis U.S. LLC, Sanofi US Services, Inc. and Sanfoi-Synthelabo Inc., for
claims relating to Defendants' false, deceptive, and unfair labeling, promotion, and marketing of
their prescription antiplatelet drug, Plavix (clopidogrel bisulfate). The State of New Mexico's
complaint alleges that since March 1998, Defendants knew or should have known that Plavix has
a diminished or no effect on a substantial and significant percentage of New Mexico's patient
population and that those patients for whom Plavix would not work could have been identified
through a simple genetic test. The State further alleges that Defendants failed to disclose that
information and, in fact, sought to push sales of Plavix ever higher through their campaign to
replace much cheaper and safer aspirin with Plavix. On March 23, 2010, at the insistence of the
Food and Drug Administration, Defendants finally added a "black box warning" to Plavix's label
that discloses that Plavix does not become effective until it is metabolized into its active form by
the CYP2C19 liver enzyme, a fact well known to Defendants more than a decade earlier. The
State's complaint alleges causes of action under the New Mexico Unfair Practices Act, the New
Mexico Medicaid Fraud Act, the New Mexico Fraud Against Taxpayers Act, and for common
law and equitable claims for fraud, unjust enrichment, and negligence.
c. Dates of litigation, type of litigation, status of the litigation and whether the firm
was successful and dollar value; and
This case was filed in September 2016 and litigation is on-going. Baron & Budd
attorneys serve as co-counsel with other firms and the State's Office of the Attorney General.
Defendants filed a Motion to Dismiss or, in the alternative, Stay or Dismiss Proceedings until
resolution of a federal qui tam case pending in New Jersey on November 28, 2016. On January
6, 2017, the State filed its response. The court ultimately stayed the case pending resolution of
the qui tam action. On June 27, 2017, the federal qui tam action was resolved and the stay lifted.
On August 10, 2017, Defendants filed supplemental briefing in support of their motion to
dismiss. The State's response is due on August 31, 2017. No hearing date has been set by the
court. The State believes it will prevail on the Motion to Dismiss after which responsibilities of
counsel will include directly engaging with the Deputy Attorney General and co-counsel on
pleadings, strategy of the litigation, and a lengthy discovery process with multiple depositions
and complex motion practice.
d. Company/agency/department/office to which legal services were provided,
including contact information and email address, to be used as reference
verification.
New Mexico Office of the Attorney General
Hector H. Balderas, Attorney General of the State of New Mexico
Tania Maestas, Deputy Attorney General
Consumer & Environmental Protection Division
408 Galisteo Street
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501
Tel: 505-827-6000
Email: tmaestas@nmag.gov
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Hawai'i Office of the Attorney General, Plavix Case
a. Style and docket number;
State of Hawai 'i, ex rel. Douglas S. Chin, Attorney General v. Bristol-Myers Squibb
Company, et al., Civ. No. 14-1-0708-03, Civ. No. Civ. No. 14-1-0708-'03, First Circuit Court,
State of Hawaii
b. Brief description of the litigation;
This case was brought by the State of Hawai'i against Bristol-Myers Squibb Company,
Sanofi-Aventis U.S. LLC, Sanofi US Services, Inc. and Sanfoi-Synthelabo Inc., for claims
relating to Defendants' false, deceptive, and unfair labeling, promotion, and marketing of their
prescription antiplatelet drug, Plavix (clopidogrel bisulfate). The State of Hawai'i's complaint
alleges that since March 1998, Defendants knew or should have known that Plavix has a
diminished or no effect on a substantial and significant percentage of the State of Hawai'i's
patient population and that those patients for whom Plavix would not work could have been
identified through a simple genetic test. The State further alleges that Defendants failed to
disclose that information and, in fact, sought to push sales of Plavix ever higher through their
campaign to replace much cheaper and safer aspirin with Plavix. On March 23, 2010, at the
insistence of the Food and Drug Administration, Defendants finally added a "black box warning"
to Plavix's label that discloses that Plavix does not become effective until it is metabolized into
its active form by the CYP2C 19 liver enzyme, a fact well known to Defendants more than a
decade earlier. The State's complaint alleges causes of action under the State ofHawai'i's Unfair
or Deceptive Acts or Practices and Consumer Fraud Against Elders, and equitable claim of unjust
enrichment.
c. Dates of litigation, type of litigation, status of the litigation and whether the firm
was successful and dollar value; and
This case was filed in January 2015 and litigation is on-going. Baron & Budd attorneys
serve as co-counsel with other firms and the State's Office of the Attorney General. The State
successfully opposed Defendants' Motion to Dismiss and the case is currently in the discovery
phase.
Counsel has been engaged already in numerous depositions of Defendants'
representatives and various discovery and related motions. Defendants have produced over 2.5
million pages of documents, which are currently being reviewed. A trial date should be set by
the court this fall.
d. Company/agency/department/office to which legal services were provided,
including contact information and email address, to be used as reference
verification.
Hawai'i Office of the Attorney General
Douglas Chin, Attorney General of the State ofHawai'i
425 Queen Street
Honolulu, HI 96813
Tel: 808-586-1500
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Levin Papantonio
Pradaxa Litigation
a. Style and docket number;

Pradaxa (Dabigatran Etexilate) Products Liability Litigation, MDL 2385, Master Case File
3: 12-md-023 85-DRH-SCW, United States District Court for the Southern District of Illinois
b. Brief description of the litigation;
The Pradaxa litigation was a pharmaceutical mass tort litigation initiated against
Boehringer Ingelheim, the manufacturers of Pradaxa, a novel (at the time) anticoagulant referred
to as a "Direct Thrombin Inhibitor" (as opposed to a Vitamin K suppressant like warfarin).
Details of the litigation may not be disclosed due to a confidentiality clause within the settlement
agreement that all participating firms signed.
The basic allegations were that the drug, which was unmonitored and lacked an antidote,
sometimes caused uncontrolled, serious (and even fatal) bleeding.
Attorneys from Levin Papantonio were instrumental in both reviewing corporate
documents and taking the depositions of key corporate and scientific employees of Boehringer
Ingelheim. The facts discovered through this process prompted what became one of the quickest
such settlements in history. In all the litigation lasted less than two years.
c. Dates of litigation, type of litigation, status of the litigation and whether the firm
was successful and dollar value; and
Pradaxa cases were litigated within the context of a federal MDL. The Pradaxa MDL
was formed the summer of 2012 and in May 2014 a settlement of $650 million was reached to
settle over 4,000 pending claims nationwide.
d. Company/agency/department/office to which legal services were provided,
including contact information and email address, to be used as reference
verification.
Levin Papantonio represented over 180 individual clients. Due to confidentiality and
privacy concerns that contact information is not listed here.
Oil Spill by Deepwater Horizon
a. Style and docket number;

In Re: Oil Spill by the Oil Rig "Deepwater Horizon " in the Gulf of Mexico, on April 20,
2010, MDL NO. 2179, United States District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana
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b. Brief description of the litigation;
The April 20, 2010, explosion and subsequent sinking of the Deepwater Horizon oil rig in
the Gulf of Mexico resulted in the largest accidental oil spill in history. Over the course of
several months, more than 150 million gallons of oil were released into the Gulf of Mexico. As a
result, tens of thousands of individuals and businesses have been adversely affected.
In response to tremendous political and public pressure, BP agreed to establish a $20
billion compensation fund designed to reimburse those who have suffered economic harm as a
result of the oil spill. The fund is being managed by Mr. Ken Feinberg through the newly
established Gulf Coast Claims Facility. The experience of dealing with this fund led Levin
Papantonio to retaining a team of forensic accountants and economic modelers to assist our
clients with the preparation and calculation of their damage claims.
c. Dates of litigation, type of litigation, status of the litigation and whether the firm
was successful and dollar value;
The first suits in the MDL were brought in April of 2010, shortly after the original
incident on the "Deepwater Horizon." Final approval of settlements was granted on February 15,
2017.
In the Oil Spill litigation, there were several types of claims made, including MDL claims
on behalf of individuals and businesses, as well as opt-out claims, and governmental fines. To
date, approximately $12 billion of the $20 billion settlement has been successfully dispersed.
d. Company/agency/department/office to which legal services were provided,
including contact information and email address, to be used as reference
verification.
Levin Papantonio represented approximately 12,000 claims from thousands of unique
clients. These clients ranged from individual claimants to large corporations atid government
entities and municipalities. Due to confidentiality and privacy concerns that contact information
is not listed here.
Environmental Litigation
a. Style and docket number;

Perinne, et al. v. E. I. DuPont De Nemours, et al., Case No. 04-c-296-2, Circuit Court of
Harrison County, West Virginia
b. Brief description of the litigation;
The class action lawsuit was brought on behalf of approximately 8,000 citizens in the
Spelter, West Virginia area. These citizens have been exposed to arsenic, cadmium and lead in
their homes, the soil in the yards and the air they breathed for nearly a hundred years, as a result
of the operations of a zinc smeltering plant located in the center of the class area. This plant was
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referred to as "the biggest environmental disaster in the state of West Virginia". Public justice
was served through the successful litigation of this suit for without this litigation, these citizens
would have continually been exposed to these contaminants for decades to come that could lead
to cancers and other illnesses and would have been denied the benefits of medical monitoring.
DuPont wantonly, oppressively and vexatiously acted in bad faith in their actions towards
the health and welfare of the class members. Despite hundreds of documents in their very own
files, DuPont failed to publicly admit that this site was a huge environmental, health and safety
problem for the entire class area. DuPont decided to do as little as possible, leaving the residents
to be exposed to arsenic, cadmium and lead for decades to come. DuPont exhibited bad faith by
concealing, manipulating and misrepresenting information that concerned the health and safety
of the class area.

c. Dates of litigation, type of litigation, status of the litigation and whether the firm
was successful and dollar value; and
The case began in 2004. Over the course of nearly four years, hundreds of thousands of
pages documents were produced by Defendants and reviewed by counsel. Third party subpoenas
were served on multiple entities, resulting in the review of several thousand additional
documents. Dozens of fact witnesses were deposed. Dozens of expert witnesses were disclosed
and deposed, both prior and subsequent to class certification. Discovery took place in more than
a dozen states across the country.
In October of 2007, DuPont was found to be 100% negligent as both a public and private
nuisance. Jury found in favor of the plaintiffs and awarded medical monitoring for all class
members, $55.6 million in cleanup costs, and $196.2 million in punitive damages against
DuPont.

d. Company/agency/department/office to which legal services were provided,
including contact information and email address, to be used as reference
verification.
Levin Papantonio represented 10 named plaintiffs, representing nearly 8,000 residents.
Due to confidentiality and privacy concerns that contact information is not listed here.

Yasmin and Yaz Litigation
a. Style and docket number;
In Re Yasmin and Yaz (Drospirenone) Marketing, Sales Practices and Relevant Products
Liability Litigation MDL NO. 2179, Master Case File 3:09-md-02100-DRH-PMF, United
States District Court for the Southern District of Illinois

b. Brief description of the litigation;
The suit was brought against Bayer HealthCare Pharmaceutical for the birth control drugs
Yaz, Yasmin, and Ocella. Yaz, Yasmin and Ocella birth control pills all contain drospirenone, a
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synthetic form of progestin which works in combination with ethinyl estradiol (estrogen) to
prevent pregnancy. Drospirenone is not contained in other forms of birth control and is believed
to be the major cause of side effects from Ocella, Yasmin and Yaz. Studies showed that patients
on the birth control pills containing drospirenone had a 200% higher risk of serious injury than
those patients using first or second generation oral contraception. Bayer manufactures and
markets Yaz and Yasmin. Ocella, meanwhile, is a generic form of Yasmin. Bayer manufactures
Ocella which is then packaged and sold by Barr Laboratories, which has recently been acquired
by Teva Pharmaceuticals.
Yaz, Yasmin and Ocella may have caused severe health issues including heart attack and
stroke.

c. Dates of litigation, type of litigation, status of the litigation and whether the firm
was successful and dollar value; and
Yaz, Yasmin and Ocella birth control lawsuits filed against Bayer were consolidated in
2009 into a mass tort program in Pennsylvania, a federal multidistrict litigation (MDL 2100), and
consolidated litigations in New Jersey and California.
In August of 2015, Bayer agreed to set aside almost $57 million in a fund to settle Yasmin
and Yaz claims outstanding. This settlement resolved arterial blood clot claims including heart
attack and stroke.

d. Company/agency/department/office to which legal services were providl'.d,
including contact information and email address, to be used as reference
verification.
At its height, more than 12,000 files with multiple plaintiffs per file had been brought in
the four jurisdictions, making it the largest multidistrict litigation in the nation. Due to
confidentiality and privacy concerns contact information is not listed here.

DuPont C-8 Litigation
a. Style and docket number;
In re: E. I. du Pont de Nemours and Company C-8 Personal Injury Litigation, Case No. 2: 13md-02433, United States District Court for the Southern District of Ohio

b. Brief description of the litigation;
The lawsuit involving CS states DuPont released millions of pounds of the chemical into
the Ohio River and into the air from its plant in Parkersburg, West Virginia, causing thousands of
persons to suffer injuries, including kidney and testicular cancer, and ulcerative colitis.
More than 30 years ago DuPont became aware that CS was in drinking water in Ohio and
West Virginia at dangerous levels, yet said nothing to the government or public. In fact, it
increased its production, and continued to discharge the chemical in a manner to enter the Ohio
River and air.
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c. Dates of litigation, type of litigation, status of the litigation and whether the firm
was successful and dollar value;
The case was filed in November of 2013. Beginning in 2015, DuPont suffered several
losses in bellwether cases, each bringing millions in awards.
On February 13, 2017, a global settlement in the amount of $670 million was reached
with our team oflawyers and DuPont. The settlement covers all of the C8 cases that were filed in
federal court as of that date where the plaintiff suffered from a covered physical injury resulting
from C8 being dumped into the Ohio River and into the air from the DuPont plant in
Parkersburg, West Virginia.

d. Company/agency/department/office to which legal services were provided,
including contact information and email address, to be used as reference
verification.
Levin Papantonio represented over 1,000 individual plaintiffs out of the 3,500 in the
MDL. Due to confidentiality and privacy concerns contact information is not listed here.

Experience/Qualifications of Assigned Professional(s):
Provide a resume for the individual employees who may be assigned to this project and
designate who will have primary responsibility for this assignment. Also indicate the
specific role the proposed individual(s) had the above-referenced transactions.
The Firms incorporate by reference their response to "Experience of Firm" above.
Resumes of key personnel are attached to this Response and summaries of the qualifications of
each firm and their personnel are set forth below.

Baron & Budd
Baron & Budd, P.C. is a professional corporation that was founded in 1977 with offices in
Dallas and Austin, Texas; Baton Rouge and New Orleans, Louisiana; and, Los Angeles and San
Diego, California. Baron & Budd is one of the largest and most accomplished plaintiffs' law
firms in the country. The firm employs sixty (60) attorneys and one hundred and twenty-one
( 121) support staff, which include paralegals, legal secretaries, technical support personnel and
accounting personnel.
For nearly 40 years, Baron & Budd has represented individuals, businesses and public
entities in matters from coast to coast. The firm's experience and capacity in complex litigation
are virtually unmatched. Its primary focus is on representing plaintiffs on a contingency fee
basis, and its significant areas of litigation include environmental damage cases, occupational
and environmental injury cases, property damage claims, pharmaceutical injury cases, investor
protection, consumer protection, and class action litigation.
Since the firm was founded in 1977, Baron & Budd has achieved national acclaim for its
work on cutting-edge litigation, including the following awards and appointments:
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•

Russell Budd has been selected for inclusion in the Super Lawyer list from 2003 through
the present (Thompson Reuters). Mr. Budd also was recognized among The Best Lawyers
in America in 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018.

•

Shareholder Burton LeBlanc was a 2017 recipient of the Lifetime Achievement Honor
from America's Top 100 Attorneys for his career dedicated to the protection of America's
civil justice system. Mr. LeBlanc has also been selected for inclusion in the Louisiana
Super Lawyers list from 2012 to the present (Thompson Reuters).

•

In 2013, shareholder Burton LeBlanc was appointed to the Plaintiffs' Steering Committee
in the litigation involving health issues linked to dialysis products Granuflo and
Naturalyte.

•

Shareholder Roland Tellis was recognized as a Super Lawyer from 2008 through 2017
(Thompson Reuters).

•

In 2013, Baron & Budd was a finalist for the Public Justice Trial Lawyers of the Year
Award for its work on a $105 million settlement on behalf of hundreds of public water
providers across the Midwest who are struggling with atrazine contamination in their
source water.

•

In 2012, Budd, along with Baron & Budd colleagues and co-counsel from other firms
nationwide, was named a finalist for the 2012 Public Justice award for work on Jn Re
Checking Account Overdraft Litigation. The firm's efforts, along with those of other
national law firms, are credited with forcing the banking industry to change its policies
regarding overdraft fees.

•

Baron & Budd has been named to the National Law Journal's "Plaintiffs' Hot List" of
exemplary plaintiffs' firms in the United States eight time since the List's inception in
2002.

•

In September 2010, Baron & Budd was one of only four firms chosen to serve on both
the Plaintiffs' Executive Committee and on the Plaintiffs' Steering Committee of the
Multi-District Litigation in the Gulf Oil Spill litigation, Jn re Deepwater Horizon (BP)
Oil Spill in the Gulf, MDL 2179.

•

In 2009, Baron & Budd was a finalist for the Public Justice Trial Lawyer of the Year
Award for its recovery of more than $400 million on behalf of more than 150
municipalities from 17 states regarding contamination of groundwater by the gasoline
additive MTBE.

•

In 2007, Russell Budd and Baron & Budd shareholder Burton LeBlanc were among 14
attorneys nationwide to be honored with the Wiedemann Wysocki National Finance
Council Award from the American / Association for Justice in recognition of their
commitment to the legal profession and their efforts to improve the civil justice system.
LeBlanc was recognized for a second time with the award in 2010.

•

In 2006, a team of Baron & Budd attorneys received the esteemed Trial Lawyer of the
Year Award by the legal non-profit organization, Public Justice, for its work on litigation
that spanned 21 years, involved over 1,600 plaintiffs, and resulted in a total recovery of
more than $150 million.
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•

In 2004, American Lawyer named Baron & Budd as one of the sixteen most successful
plaintiffs' firms in the country.

•

Baron & Budd has been repeatedly selected by The Legal 500 as one of the country's
premier law firms in mass tort claims and class action litigation.

Russell W. Budd, Managing Shareholder of Baron & Budd, and Burton LeBlanc will
supervise the overall management of the project. Burton LeBlanc and Roland Tellis will manage
the project on a day-to-day basis. This depth of highly qualified attorneys available for day-today management, supervision and control of the project will ensure that the City of Reno will
receive premier legal services. The Firms will conduct regular teleconferences to discuss the
status of the engagement, determine necessary courses of action, and delegate work.
Russell Budd, Laura Baughman, Burton LeBlanc, Roland Tellis, Thomas Sims, S. Ann
Saucer, Mark P. Pifko, Alicia Butler and Daniel MacDonald will be the primary Baron & Budd
attorneys working on the litigation. Baron & Budd anticipates that other attorneys will work on
the litigation on an as-needed basis to fulfill contractual requirements on time and on target. The
key personnel who will work on this case are listed below.
Name
Russell Budd
Laura Baughman
Burton LeBlanc
Roland Tellis
Thomas Sims
S. Ann Saucer
Mark P. Pifko
Alicia Butler
Daniel MacDonald
Sandra Pierce
Amelia Wilson

Position
Managing Shareholder/Attorney
Shareholder/Attorney
Shareholder/Attorney
Shareholder/Attorney
Shareholder/Attorney
Of Counsel
Of Counsel
Of Counsel
Associate Attorney
Senior Paralegal
Legal Secretary

Location
Dallas, Texas
Dallas, Texas
Baton Rouge, Louisiana
Encino, California
Austin, Texas
Dallas, Texas
Encino, California
Austin, Texas
Dallas, Texas
Dallas, Texas
Dallas, Texas

The qualifications, specialized training and relevant work history of Baron & Budd's key
personnel and of the Firm as a whole are set forth on our website, www.baronandbudd.com. A
brief summary of the experience, relevant background and anticipated duties of the primary
individuals on the team follows. As is evident from the descriptions below, the bulk of this
group of attorneys and staff has worked together for many years on a variety of matters, and has
developed a successful team approach to complex litigation.
Russell W. Budd has been a Baron & Budd shareholder for more than 20 years and
managing shareholder and president of the firm since 2002. Mr. Budd has successfully navigated
the growth and diversification of Baron & Budd's many practice areas. Prior to devoting his
time to management, Mr. Budd was a major force in asbestos litigation, helping to build Baron &
Budd into one of the largest trial firms in the country. Mr. Budd was a chief negotiator of a
national settlement with Halliburton Co., which allocated $4 billion of the company's assets to
asbestos victims. He also participated in the multi-billion dollar settlement with W.R. Grace Co.
to fund the bankruptcy trust that will compensate Grace's asbestos victims. As chair and member

RESPONSE TO REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS

PAGE20

of several asbestos creditors' bankruptcy committees, Mr. Budd successfully resolved over
100,000 victims' claims with some ofWall Street's biggest companies.
Budd has also been instrumental in conducting national negotiations for non-asbestos
claims. Budd was a chief negotiator for the 2012 settlement with JPMorgan Chase in In Re
Checking Account Overdraft Litigation, which resulted in $110 million in cash and more than
$100 million in business practice changes benefiting Chase customers. Budd was a leader in the
Overdraft litigation which led to the 2011 settlement of $410 million with Bank of America.
Budd was one of the negotiators of a $177 million settlement for litigation brought on behalf of
seven states' attorneys general against GlaxoSmithKline regarding its fraudulent marketing of the
diabetes drug Avandia. Budd was a key negotiator of settlements valued at more than $43 million
for the states of West Virginia, Hawaii and Mississippi for their claims against various financial
institutions regarding fraudulent marketing of payment protection plans and related credit card
services. Budd was also the chief negotiator for Plaintiffs in the settlement of a California
Proposition 65 case involving efforts by three environmental groups to reduce cancer-causing
diesel engine exhaust emissions from school buses. The settlement, valued at almost $35 million,
resulted in more than $28 million being invested in the largest private school bus fleet in
California in order to decrease the pollutant levels inside the buses, and is one of the largest
Proposition 65 settlements to date.
Mr. Budd leads the Firm's pharmaceutical litigation, which currently includes the
following active cases:
•

injury claims from many men and women who developed peripheral neuropathy as a
result ofFluoroquinolone use;

•

consumer fraud claims regarding the dialysate Granuflo filed against Fresenius Medical
Care Holdings, Inc. and related entities;

•

injury claims from individuals with health issues related to faulty IVC filters;

•

injury claims regarding the drug Lipitor filed against Pfizer, Inc.;

•

injury claims regarding transvaginal mesh implants against Johnson & Johnson, Ethicon,
Inc., C.R. Bard, Inc., American Medical Systems, Inc., Boston Scientific Corp., Coloplast
Corp., and others;

•

injury and wrongful death claims for individuals that sµffered severe internal bleeding as
a result ingesting the blood thinner Xarelto; and

•

injury claims from children born with health issues and their parents as a result of the
ingestion of Zofran during pregnancy.

Mr. Budd serves in leadership roles on many Plaintiffs' Steering Committees for multidistrict litigation including:

•

In Re: Fluoroquinolone Products Liability Litigation, MDL 2642, appointed to the
Plaintiffs' Steering Committee and to serve as Co-Lead counsel for Plaintiffs;
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•

In re: Cook Medical, Inc., IVC Filters Marketing, Sales Practices and Products Liability
Litigation, MDL 2570, appointed to the Plaintiffs' Steering Committee;

•

In Re: Bard IVC Filters Products Liability Litigation, MDL 2641, appointed to the
Plaintiffs' Steering Committee and the Plaintiffs' Executive Committee;

•

In Re C. R. Bard, Inc., Pelvic Repair System Products Liability Litigation, MDL No.
2187, appointed to the Plaintiffs' Steering Committee;

•

In Re American Medical Systems, Inc., Pelvic Repair System Products Liability
Litigation, MDL No. 2325, appointed to the Plaintiffs' Steering Committee;

•

In Re Boston Scientific Corp. Pelvic Repair System Products Liability Litigation, MDL
No. 2326, appointed to the Plaintiffs' Steering Committee;

•

In Re Ethicon, Inc., Pelvic Repair System Products Liability Litigation, MDL No. 2327,
appointed to the Plaintiffs' Steering Committee;

•

In Re Coloplast Corp. Pelvic Support Systems Products Liability Litigation, MDL No.
2387, appointed to the Plaintiffs' Steering Committee;

•

In Re Cook Medical, Inc., Pelvic Repair System Products Liability Litigation, MDL No.
2440, appointed to the Plaintiffs' Steering Committee;

•

In Re Neomedic Pelvic Repair System Products Liability Litigation, MDL No. 2511,
appointed to the Plaintiffs' Steering Committee;

•

In Re: Zofran (Ondansetron) Products Liability Litigation, MDL 2657, appointed to the
Plaintiffs' Steering Committee.

Mr. Budd is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell Law Directory, its highest rating. He serves
on the American Association for Justice's Board of Governors. Mr. Budd is licensed to practice
law in Michigan and Texas, and in several federal courts, including the U.S. Supreme Court.
Mr. Budd will serve as the head of the Firm's litigation team for the City of Reno. He
will determine litigation strategy, delegate work, set deadlines, and ensure that the Firm provides
optimal representation to the City of Reno. Mr. Budd will also take the lead in settlement
negotiations with the defendant( s) at the appropriate time.
J. Burton LeBlanc, IV is an experienced trial lawyer who served as the President of the
American Association for Justice ("AAJ"), the premier nationwide organization that supports
plaintiff trial lawyers. Mr. LeBlanc concentrates his practice on environmental law and
pharmaceutical, asbestos, and securities litigation. He has extensive experience litigating
complex cases, including pharmaceutical litigation against GlaxoSmithKline regarding the
diabetes drug Avandia. Mr. LeBlanc was appointed by the Honorable Douglas P. Woodlock of
the U.S. District Court for the District of Massachusetts as a member of the Plaintiffs' Steering
Committee in In Re: Fresenius Granuflo/Naturalyte Dialysate Products Liability Litigation, an
MDL that is pending in that court.
Mr. LeBlanc has also represented governmental entities, including the State of
Mississippi, in complex consumer fraud litigation. Mr. LeBlanc represented the State of
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Mississippi Employees Retirement System as co-lead counsel in litigation against Semtech
Corporation for the violation of federal securities laws by backdating stock, achieving a $20
million settlement on behalf of purchasers of Semtech's securities. During his career, Mr.
LeBlanc has worked to recover hundreds of millions of dollars for injured working men and
women in Louisiana, including multiple jury verdicts of over one million dollars. Mr. LeBlanc is
licensed to practice law in Louisiana and Texas.
Along with Mr. Budd, Mr. LeBlanc will manage the litigation. Mr. LeBlanc will also
perform legal work, including meeting with the City of Reno, taking depositions, and arguing in
Court. Having served as President of the American Association for Justice, Mr. LeBlanc has
professional relationships with trial lawyers who practice all over the nation, and he will use
those connections to coordinate strategy and resources with other firms, lawyers and states, as
needed.
Laura J. Baughman litigated and managed the Firm's day-to-day work on consumer
protection cases filed on behalf of seven states (Hawaii, West Virginia, Mississippi, New Mexico,
Utah, Kentucky and Maryland) against GlaxoSmithKline regarding its fraudulent and deceptive
marketing of the diabetes drug Avandia. This litigation settled in 2013 for $177 million. Ms.
Baughman performed the same role in litigation filed on behalf of the state of West Virginia,
along with Mississippi and Hawaii, against various financial institutions regarding violation of
those states' consumer protection laws via fraudulent payment protection plans and related credit
card services. These cases were successfully resolved for more than $43 million.

Ms. Baughman is lead outside counsel for the State of Mississippi in a consumer
protection act case regarding Fresenius' deceptive marketing of the dialysate GranuFlo. Ms.
Baughman has made multiple court appearances on behalf of the State in Desoto County,
Mississippi, and has taken numerous depositions and taken the lead on expert discovery.
Between 2013 and 2016, Ms. Baughman was also active in litigating GranuFlo personal injury
cases pending in the City of St. Louis, the State of Massachusetts Middlesex Superior Court, and
in the District of Massachusetts as part of MDL No. 1: 13-MD-2428-DPW, In Re: Fresenius
GranuFlo/Naturalyte Dialysate Products Liability Litigation.
In addition to her law degree, Ms. Baughman holds a master's degree in civil
(environmental) engineering. Ms. Baughman has extensive experience with the law firm's toxic
tort litigation group and has worked on cases throughout the country involving exposure to
mercury, lead, formaldehyde, chromium, dioxin, PCBs, TCE and water contaminated with
MTBE, benzene and toluene. She was appointed as lead class counsel by federal and state courts
in California in litigation regarding a hair treatment product which was falsely advertised as
being formaldehyde-free, and was successful in obtaining class certification and a $4.2 million
settlement. See In re Brazilian Blowout Litig., No. 2:10-cv-8452, 2011 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 40158
(C.D. Cal. Apr. 12, 2011).
Ms. Baughman served as co-lead counsel in a California Proposition 65 water
contamination case filed against several oil companies, culminating in a precedent-setting
settlement providing significant funding for improvement projects to protect and clean up
California drinking water supplies. Ms. Baughman also successfully represented three
environmental groups in their efforts to reduce diesel engine exhaust emissions from school
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buses. The settlement of that case resulted in more than $28 million being invested by the largest
private school bus fleet in California in order to decrease the pollutant levels inside the buses.
Ms. Baughman is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell Law Directory, its highest rating, and
is licensed to practice law in Texas, New York, California and Missouri. Ms. Baughman earned
her law degree, with honors, from the University of Texas School of Law.
Ms. Baughman will perform legal work, including drafting pleadings and discovery,
reviewing documents, taking depositions, working with key experts, writing briefs and arguing
in Court.
Roland Tellis' practice focuses on complex, high-profile litigation, including consumer
class actions, financial fraud, business torts, corporate misconduct, automobile defect, food
labeling, false advertising, securities fraud and environmental contamination. He holds
leadership roles in numerous multi-state, complex class action cases, including Bias v. Wells
Fargo Bank, a certified nationwide RICO class action involving millions of mortgage loans that
settled for more than $50 million; In re: Volkswagen "Clean Diesel" Marketing, Sales Practices,
and Products Liability Litigation, a multi-state class action in the process of settling with values
and fines totaling in the billions of dollars, involving hundreds of thousands of vehicles equipped
with "defeat devices" designed to evade emissions laws; and In Re: Takata Airbag Products
Liability Litigation, which has received preliminary approval for a settlement valued at $553
million.

Mr. Tellis received commendation from the U.S. Department of Justice and the Federal
Bureau of Investigation for his assistance in a successful parallel prosecution of a $120 million
securities Ponzi scheme perpetrated by foreign currency traders. He has served on the Board of
Governors of the Association of Business Trial Lawyers and as a Lawyer Representative to the
Ninth Circuit Judicial Conference. Mr. Tellis has also served as a Co-Chair of the Settlement
Panel of the U.S. District Court for the Central District of California. He was selected for the
2017 edition of The Best Lawyers in America®.
Mr. Tellis will manage and perform legal work, including drafting pleadings, taking
depositions, and arguing in Court.
Thomas M. Sims has worked on a variety of toxic tort cases, representing individuals
who have been injured by exposure to mercury, chromium, dioxin, PCBs, TCE and beryllium.
Mr. Sims was trial counsel in two lengthy bench trials involving insurance coverage issues in a
Tucson, Arizona groundwater contamination case, both of which produced favorable verdicts for
his clients. He was on the legal team that was awarded the 2006 Public Justice "Trial Lawyer of
the Year" Award for work on this case.

Mr. Sims has also represented whistleblowers in an effort to combat fraud against the
government. In one such case, he persuaded the California Court of Appeals to adopt the theory
of implied certification as a basis for liability under the California False Claims Act, the first
time a California court adopted this theory. See San Francisco Unified Sch. Dist. ex rel.
Contreras v. Laidlaw Transit, Inc., 182 Cal. App. 4th 438 (2010). In a subsequent appeal in the
same case, Mr. Sims marshaled thousands of pages of documentary evidence and hours of
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witness testimony to convince the appellate court to reverse the trial court's summary judgment
decision. San Francisco Unified Sch. Dist. v. First Student, Inc., 224 Cal. App. 4th 627 (2014).
In 2009, Mr. Sims was part of the distinguished trial team for the month-long trial of
Robinson v. US. Army Corps of Engineers, Civil Action No. 06-2268, in U.S. District Court in
New Orleans, Louisiana, seeking compensation on behalf of local residents for damages incurred
in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina as the result of the negligence of the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers with respect to the maintenance and operation of the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet
(MR-GO) navigational channel.
Mr. Sims currently devotes the majority of his time to seeking compensation on behalf of
individuals and public entities that have been harmed by unsafe prescription drugs. He was part
of the litigation team that helped seven states' attorneys general recover a $177 million
settlement against GSK regarding its fraudulent marketing of the diabetes drug Avandia. In 2016,
Tom was appointed to the Plaintiffs' Steering Committee for In Re: Fluoroquinolone Products
Liability Litigation, MDL 2642. Baron & Budd was the first law firm to represent the many men
and women who developed peripheral neuropathy as a result of Fluoroquinolone use.
Mr. Sims earned his law degree, with honors, from the University of Texas School of
Law and he is licensed to practice law in Texas, California, and numerous federal courts.
Mr. Sims will review documents, draft pleadings and discovery, take depositions, write
briefs, and appear at court hearings.
S. Ann Saucer has worked as an associate, shareholder and Of Counsel at Baron & Budd
for more than a decade. Her practice focuses on appellate advocacy and briefing in complex
litigation. She has successfully argued before the United States Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals,
United States Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals, state appellate courts, and federal and state trial
courts. Ms. Saucer graduated first in her class from Loyola University School of Law, New
Orleans and clerked for the Chief Judge of the United States Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals.

Between 2013 and 2016, Ms. Saucer was the primary author of most of the briefs
(including motions to remand, responses to motions to dismiss, and responses to motions to
disqualify outside counsel) filed by states of West Virginia, Kentucky, Mississippi, Maryland and
Utah in their consumer protection litigation regarding fraudulent marketing of the diabetes drug
Avandia. These cases, brought by seven states Attorneys General against GlaxoSmithKline,
settled for $177 million.
Ms. Saucer was also the primary author of all of the briefs filed on behalf of Hawaii,
West Virginia and Mississippi regarding violation of those states' consumer protection laws via
fraudulent payment protection plans and related credit card services, and presented oral argument
on complex legal issues in federal and state courts in this litigation. Published victories from this
litigation include Hawaii ex rel. Louie v. HSBC Bank Nevada, NA., 761 F.3d 1027 (9th Cir.
2014) (reversing District Court with instructions to remand); Hood ex rel. Mississippi v. JP
Morgan Chase & Co., 737 F.3d 78 (5th Cir. 2013) (same); State ex rel. Discover Fin. Servs. v.
Nibert, 744 S.E.2d 625 (W. Va. 2013), in which the West Virginia Supreme Court overturned its
earlier precedent and awarded the West Virginia Attorney General even greater power and
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authority; and West Virginia ex rel. McGraw v. JPMorgan Chase & Co., 842 F. Supp. 2d 984
(S.D. W. Va. 2012) (granting motion to remand).
Between 2003 and 2005, Ms. Saucer was a key author of the federal court briefing
defending the rights of Fen-Phen victims in the renegotiated AHP class action settlement, and
was asked to speak at Fen-Phen litigation seminars. She also has spoken and published on
federal procedural issues, and her background covers the spectrum of environmental law,
consumer protection, product liability, and toxic torts. Ms. Saucer is licensed to practice law in
Texas and Louisiana and numerous federal appellate and district courts.
Ms. Saucer will research and brief complex legal issues and argue at court hearings.
Mark Pifko has more than ten years of experience litigating complex, multi-party, multidistrict and class action cases. Since joining Baron & Budd's Los Angeles office in 2011, Mark
Pifko has taken on powerful corporations in class action cases concerning a wide range of
products and services, including, banking, motor vehicles, food products and cosmetics. Mr.
Pifko's representative cases include: Bias v. Wells Fargo Bank, a certified nationwide RICO class
action involving millions of mortgage loans that settled for more than $50 million; In Re: Takata
Airbag Products Liability Litigation, which has received preliminary approval for a settlement
valued at $553 million; Aarons, et al. v. BMW of North America, LLC, et al., a class action
brought on behalf of Mini Cooper owners and lessees concerning automatic transmission
failures, settlement valued at $10 million; In Re: Alexia Foods Inc. Litigation, a class action
concerning "All Natural" frozen potato products, settlement valued at $3.2 million; and Delacruz
v. CytoSport, Inc., a class action concerning Muscle Milk protein drinks, settlement valued at $5
million. In addition to his litigation work, Mr. Pifko is a talented writer whose articles on class
action law and consumer advocacy have been published in California Lawyer magazine and the
Daily Journal newspaper.

Mr. Pitko will review documents, draft pleadings and discovery, take depositions, write
briefs, and appear at court hearings.
Alicia Butler has worked as an associate, shareholder, and Of Counsel with Baron &
Budd in numerous roles, ranging from major toxic exposure cases to other wide-sweeping
consumer cases. Currently, Ms. Butler focuses on pharmaceutical litigation, as well as
whistleblower/qui tam cases and Medicare fraud cases.

Previously, Ms. Butler worked on a variety of toxic exposure cases with Baron & Budd
that impacted thousands of people harmed by dangerous toxins. She represented hundreds of
residents in a Pennsylvania community contaminated by radiation from local nuclear fuel
facilities. She has also represented more than 1,500 workers suffering from health problems
associated with arsenic, asbestos, benzene, beryllium, lead, mercury, and silica exposure at a
plant in West Virginia. Ms. Butler has experience working with public entities, as she helped
achieve a major settlement on behalf of the City of Santa Monica to hold the oil industry
accountable for MTBE contamination in the local water supply.
Ms. Butler currently serves as a pro bono legal adviser to the Workers' Defense Project in
Austin, Texas in the area of occupational safety and health issues.
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Ms. Butler earned her J.D., with honors, from the University of Texas School of Law
(1996). She also holds a B.A. in English and Sociology from Rice University, where she
graduated magna cum laude (1992). Prior to joining Baron & Budd as an associate in 1998, she
served as a Briefing Attorney to Justice Rose Spector of the Texas Supreme Court (1996-97), and
as an Americorps*VISTA volunteer at Bexar County Legal Aid (1997-98).
Ms. Butler will perform legal work, including drafting pleadings and discovery,
reviewing documents, taking depositions, writing briefs and arguing in Court.

Daniel MacDonald is an associate in Baron & Budd's Pharmaceutical Litigation Group,
and works primarily on litigation against manufacturers of dangerous drugs and medical devices.
Prior to joining Baron & Budd, Mr. MacDonald clerked for the Honorable Royce C. Lamberth of
the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia. During his clerkship, Mr. MacDonald
drafted numerous opinions in civil cases on complex legal issues, including claims against state
sponsors of terrorism brought under the Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act and claims against
the United States brought under the Federal Tort Claims Act. Mr. MacDonald received his juris
doctor from the George Washington University Law School, where he explored his interest in
federal constitutional law through participation in GW's Institute for Constitutional History and
the American Constitution Society. Mr. MacDonald received his undergraduate degree from the
University of Texas at Austin, where he studied history and political science. Throughout his
education, Mr. MacDonald undertook internships in all three branches of federal government,
working for the House of Representatives, the National Archives, and the federal courts.
Mr. MacDonald will review documents, draft pleadings and discovery, take depositions,
and perform legal research. Mr. MacDonald will be available to perform any and all types of
legal work typically handled by experienced associates.

Sandra K. Pierce is a senior paralegal who has worked at Baron & Budd since 1996.
Ms. Pierce has been the lead paralegal working with Laura Baughman on numerous cases,
including Avandia litigation on behalf the states of Mississippi, Maryland, Kentucky, West
Virginia, South Carolina, Utah, and New Mexico. Ms. Pierce was also the lead paralegal on the
Firm's California Proposition 65 water contamination case that required major oil companies to
clean up groundwater that had been contaminated by gasoline leaking from storage tanks. She
worked closely with Ms. Baughman and Mr. Sims on the California Proposition 65 case that
required the retrofitting of school buses with devices to reduce diesel engine exhaust emissions.
Ms. Pierce became intimately familiar with the key documents in these cases, having worked
hands-on to organize and assemble the extremely voluminous exhibits, maintain and utilize large
document databases, perform extensive factual research, and coordinate with fact and expert
witnesses, including assisting in preparation for depositions and ultimately trial. Ms. Pierce
began working at Baron & Budd as a trial paralegal on asbestos cases nationwide for the firm,
specifically, hands-on coordinating with court personnel, managing all trial exhibits and assisting
the attorneys, witnesses and clients during trial. Ms. Pierce is familiar with and has experience
using iConect-Xera and Concordance databases.
Ms. Pierce will serve as the manager of the support staff for this litigation. She will
delegate work, set deadlines, and ensure that the Firm provides optimal representation to the City
of Reno. Ms. Pierce will be available on a daily basis to assist the City of Reno and the team's
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attorneys in any and all capacities, including those described above and as the lead paralegal at
trial.
Amelia Wilson is a legal secretary with more than 17 years of experience who has
worked at Baron & Budd since 2005. For the past 10 years, Ms. Wilson has assisted Mr. Budd,
Ms. Baughman, Mr. Sims, Ms. Saucer, and Ms. Butler on numerous cases, including the Avandia
Litigation on behalf the states of Mississippi, Maryland, Kentucky, West Virginia, South
Carolina, Utah, and New Mexico and the Credit Card Litigation on behalf of the states of
Hawaii, Mississippi and West Virginia. Ms. Wilson began working at Baron & Budd in the firm's
Water Contamination Litigation section, assisting attorneys representing municipal water
providers around the country on In re Methyl Teritary Butyl Ether (MTBE), which culminated in
a settlement valued at $423 million with many of the country's leading oil companies.

Ms. Wilson will work at the direction of the attorneys to format and finalize pleadings
and discovery and will facilitate the filing and/or service of the same. Ms. Wilson will work with
Ms. Pierce to maintain the hard copy and electronic file of the case. Ms. Wilson will be available
on a daily basis to assist the City of Reno and the team's attorneys in any and all capacities.
Levin Papantonio

Levin Papantonio was established in 1955 and is "AV" rated with nearly 40 attorneys and
more than 150 support staff. In the past twenty-five years, the firm has received more than 150
jury verdicts throughout the country in the amount of $1 million or more each, and has achieved
verdicts and settlements in excess of $3 billion. Two of our attorneys have been inducted into the
National Trial Lawyer Hall of Fame, and four have been listed in Best Lawyers in America. In its
July 2002 edition, the National Law Journal recognized Levin Papantonio as the fourth most
successful law firm in America based on total jury verdicts. One of the senior shareholders, Fred
Levin, was named as one of the nation's "Top Ten Litigators." Three of the firm's attorneys were
nominated in 2008 as one of the top trial teams in the country by the Public Justice Foundation
after they secured a $380 million verdict against a multi-national corporation. Recently, victories
by Levin attorneys, including Mike Papantonio, in the nationwide DuPont C8 litigation helped
bring about a $670 million settlement in February 2017. The firm's attorneys have been profiled
by the New York Times, Los Angeles Times, Forbes, Time Magazine, George Magazine,
Newsweek, Fox News, ABC News, CNN, The American Lawyer, Lawyer Weekly and the
National Law Journal. Firm attorneys are routinely called upon to speak at industry and legal
education seminars across the nation.
Levin Papantonio's experience in lead counsel roles ranges from areas such as
pharmaceutical litigation, environmental, class action, derivative, securities, antitrust litigation to
a key role in the landmark tobacco cases brought by the states to recover health care
expenditures. Levin Papantonio has held leadership positions in some of the country's most
complex multi-district litigations, including the Plaintiffs' Executive Committee In re Deepwater
Horizon (BP) Oil Spill in the Gulf, MDL 2179 (E.D. LA), helping to bring about the recent $20.8
billion settlement in that action. Levin Papantonio attorneys also served on the Plaintiff Steering
Committee and as co-chair of the Discovery Committee for the Bayer YazNasmin
pharmaceutical litigation, in which Bayer has paid approximately $2 billion to date.
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Levin Papantonio's Securities and Business Litigation Department handles complex and
business litigation, with a particular focus on public and consumer protection. The Securities and
Business Litigation Department has represented more than two dozen municipalities and quasigovernmental agencies like cities, states, and special-purpose districts. In addition, it has
represented more than 3,000 fraud victims across the country in state and federal court and in
securities industry arbitration. The Securities and Business Litigation Department routinely
manages cases with millions of documents and dozens of witnesses and has successfully litigated
against some of the largest financial institutions in the world.
Levin Papantonio is a nationally recognized litigation firm that has built a reputation on
its willingness to litigate to verdict complex disputes against some of the world's largest
companies. The firm routinely litigates cases that require thousands of attorney hours and
millions in expenses.
Peter J. Mougey, Neil E. "Ned" McWilliams, Jr., Laura S. Dunning, Page A. Poerschke,
Archie C. Lamb, Jr., and Jeffrey Gaddy will be the prima~ Levin Papantonio attorneys working
on the litigation. Levin Papantonio anticipates that other attorneys will work on the litigation on
an as-needed basis to fulfill contractual requirements on time and on target. The key personnel
who will work on this case are listed below.
Name
James M. "Mike" Papantonio
Peter J. Mougey
Neil E. "Ned" Mc Williams, Jr.
Laura S. Dunning
Page A. Poerschke
Archie C. Lamb, Jr.
Jeffrey Gaddy
Alexandra Garlock
Hillary D. Little

Position
Shareholder/Attorney
Shareholder/Attorney
Shareholder/Attorney
Of Counsel
Of Counsel
Of Counsel
Associate Attorney
Paralegal
Paralegal

The qualifications, specialized training and relevant work history of Levin Papantonio's
key personnel and of the Firm as a whole are set forth on our website, www.levinlaw.com. A
brief summary of the experience, relevant background and anticipated duties of the primary
individuals on the team follows. As our experience proves, Levin Papantonio is uniquely suited
to handle complex litigation and is capable of vigorously representing the interests of the City of
Reno.
James M. "Mike" Papantonio is a senior partner with the law firm of Levin Papantonio.
He has received numerous multi-million dollar verdicts on behalf of victims of corporate
malfeasance. His award-winning work handling thousands of mass tort cases throughout the
nation has helped make Levin Papantonio one of the largest plaintiff law firms in the country.
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Mr. Papantonio is a Board Certified Civil Trial Lawyer by the Florida Bar and the
National Board of Trial Advocacy. He is a fellow in the International Academy of Trial Lawyers
and the International Society of Barristers. He is a member of The National Trial Lawyers (past
president), American Board of Trial Advocates, the American Association for Justice, the
Southern Trial Lawyers Association, and the Florida Justice Association (where he served on the
board of directors for five years).
•

Mr. Papantonio is one of the few living attorneys inducted into the Trial Lawyer Hall of
Fame. He is listed in the publications Best Lawyers in America and Leading American
Attorney.

•

In 2017, Mr. Papantonio and the firm's C8 trial team helped secure a $920 million dollar
settlement against DuPont, related to the company's West Virginia plant discharging the
chemical PFOA (C8) into the air and water around the Ohio River Valley and exposing
citizens to this toxic Teflon chemical.

•

In 2016, Levin Papantonio won the Special Litigation (Environmental) category in the
National Law Journal Elite Trial Lawyers recognition program, after Mr. Papantonio led
the firm's C8 trial team to one of several successful trials against DuPont.

•

In 2015, Mr. Papantonio was inducted into the National Trial Lawyers' Hall of Fame. He
also was awarded the Defender of Justice Award by the American Association for Justice.

•

In 2014, the Stephen and Sandra Sheller Center of Temple University Beasley School of
Law presented Mr. Papantonio with the Inaugural Award for Social Justice, honoring him
for his outstanding contributions to social justice.

•

In 2012, Mr. Papantonio became President of The National Trial Lawyers.

•

In 2011, Mr. Papantonio was awarded the Perry Nichols Award, the highest honor given
by the Florida Justice Association. The award recognizes individuals who fight valiantly
and with distinction for justice throughout their lives.

•

In 2008, Mr. Papantonio was selected by the Public Justice Foundation as a finalist for its
Trial Lawyer of the Year Award.

•

In 2007, as lead trial counsel in the environmental class action case of Perrine v. Dupont,
Mr. Papantonio received a jury verdict for a West Virginia community with an estimated
value in excess of $380 million.

Mr. Papantonio is the founder of the cutting edge continuing legal education seminar
organization, Mass Torts Made Perfect, which has and continues to train thousands of lawyers in
how to better their legal practice. The organization has hosted speakers such as former President
Bill Clinton, James Carville, Johnnie Cochran, Bob Woodward, Elliot Spitzer, Jack Kemp, Al
Sharpton, Arianna Huffington, Dick Morris, Paul Begala, and Dan Rather.
Mr. Papantonio is licensed to practice law in Florida and in several federal courts.
Mr. Papantonio will serve as the head of the Firm's litigation team for the City of Reno.
He will determine litigation strategy, delegate work, set deadlines, and ensure that the Firm
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provides optimal representation to the City of Reno. Mr. Papantonio will also take the lead in the
Firm's settlement negotiations with the defendant(s) at the appropriate time.
Peter J. Mougey is recognized as one of Florida's top 100 trial lawyers, a Florida Super
Lawyer in securities litigation, Florida Trends Legal Elite, and the former President of the
national securities bar association Public Investors Arbitration Bar Association (PIABA). In
addition, Mr. Mougey has been rated AV Preeminent by his peers through MartindaleHubbell. He is a shareholder with Levin, Papantonio, Thomas, Mitchell, Rafferty & Proctor and
is head of the Securities & Business Litigation Department.

Mr. Mougey concentrates his practice in the areas of financial services and securities
litigation, whistleblower or qui tam litigation, as well as complex business litigation. Over the
last five years, Mr. Mougey has represented approximately 50 state, municipal, and institutional
investors in financial services litigation and arbitration. In addition, he has represented more than
one thousand securities fraud victims in state and federal court and securities arbitrations across
the country
Mr. Mougey frequently lectures at securities and continuing legal education programs on
issues confronting the securities industry including the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform Act,
Broker-Dealer Regulation, Structured Finance, Discovery in Securities Arbitration, and
Quantitative Modeling to Demonstrate the Viability of Asset Allocation Models. He was a
member of FINRA's Arbitrator Training Task Force and presented investors' perspectives under
the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform Act to the SEC. In addition, he is qualified as a public
arbitrator with FINRA.
Mr. Mougey is a member of the Board of Directors, the Executive Committee, and
currently co-chairs the Arbitration Committee of PIABA, an international organization of
attorneys dedicated to the advancement of investors' rights in the securities industry, and has
served as chairman of PIABA's NASAA Committee and Improving Arbitration Task Force. Mr.
Mougey is frequently quoted on securities matters in national press outlets, including The Wall
Street Journal, Forbes, The Los Angeles Times, Barrons, Kiplinger, Business Week, and
Investment News.
Mr. Mougey is licensed to practice law in Alabama and Florida.
Along with Mr. Papantonio, Mr. Mougey will manage the litigation. Mr. Mougey will
also perform legal work, including meeting with the City of Reno, taking depositions, and
arguing in Court. With his experience representing various government entities, Mr. Mougey
will work closely with the state to develop an effective strategy and will coordinate with other
municipalities and states as necessary.
Neil E. "Ned" McWilliams, Jr. is a shareholder with Levin Papantonio, currently
heading up the C8 environmental contamination and Xarelto pharmaceutical projects. Mr.
Mc Williams has earned a national reputation in the area of mass torts with a specialized focus in
pharmaceutical litigation. Mr. Mc Williams has served on the discovery and science committee of
numerous MDLs and as a member of the Plaintiffs Steering Committee in both the Pradaxa
MDL, as well as the C8 MDL.
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Mr. Mc Williams is licensed to practice law in Florida.
Along with Mr. Papantonio, Mr. Mc Williams will manage the litigation. Mr. Mc Williams
will also perform legal work, including meeting with the City of reno, taking depositions, and
arguing in Court. With his experience in pharmaceutical litigation, Mr. Mc Williams will focus
on discovery and science aspects of the litigation and will coordinate with other municipalities
and states as necessary.
Laura S. Dunning is an of counsel attorney in the Securities and Business Litigation
practice group of Levin Papantonio. Ms. Dunning has twice been recognized as an Alabama
Super Lawyer Rising Star in Securities Litigation. Ms. Dunning has represented more than 300
victims of securities fraud in the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority (FINRA) arbitration
and in state and federal court. She recently obtained a $1.95 million award in FINRA arbitration
for a sophisticated investor who sustained losses in auction rate securities.
Ms. Dunning has extensive experience in state and federal courts as well as AAA and
FINRA arbitration, including:
•

Representing 32 hospitals in a securities action relating to subscriber equity accounts,
which resulted in a $43.7M settlement.

•

Representing a statewide pension fund in a securities action relating to a bond fund
investment, which resulted in a $25M settlement.

•

Representing 24 Florida municipal pension funds in state and federal courts in related
securities actions against major broker dealer concerning conflicts of interest in pension
consulting, which resulted in a $21 M settlement.

•

Representing individual investor in FINRA arbitration against former CEO of global
financial services firm alleging fraud and misrepresentation, which resulted in a $1 OM
settlement.

•

Representing a sophisticated investor in FINRA arbitration against Morgan Keegan
relating to an investment in Jefferson County Sewer Bond Auction Rate Securities, which
resulted in a $ l .95M FINRA award.

•

Representing an individual investor in FINRA arbitration alleging failure to execute trade
order, which resulted in a $1.35M settlement.

•

Launching and managing a litigation support and document review company based in
Chennai, India.

Ms. Dunning is a frequent speaker on issues confronting the securities industry, including
FINRA arbitration procedures, arbitrator selection, electronic discovery and how to vacate
arbitration awards, and has served as a guest lecturer at the University of Alabama School of
Law. She is also a member of Public Investors Arbitration Bar Association (PIABA), an
international organization of attorneys dedicated to the advancement of investors' rights in the
securities industry.
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Ms. Dunning graduated cum laude from Rhodes College with a Bachelor of Arts in
English Literature. She received her juris doctor from the University of Alabama School of Law
in 2005, where she served as a senior editor on the Alabama Law Review and as a nationally
competing member of the Campbell Moot Court Board. Ms. Dunning was a member of the
Bench and Bar Legal Honor Society and served as an extern to the Honorable Sharon Lovelace
Blackbum of the United States District Court for the Northern District of Alabama.
Ms. Dunning is licensed to practice in Alabama and has been admitted to the United
States District Courts for the Northern, Middle, and Southern Districts of Alabama.
Ms. Dunning will draft pleadings, draft and respond to discovery, prepare for and take
depositions, and perform other work related to the litigation as necessary.
Page A. Poerschke is an of counsel attorney in the Securities and Business Litigation
practice group of Levin Papantonio. Ms. Poerschke has represented more than 60 state,
municipal, and other institutional investors in securities litigation and arbitration. In addition,
Ms. Poerschke has represented more than 400 individual securities fraud victims in FINRA
arbitrations across the country, as well as in state and federal court. Ms. Poerschke has been
appointed as a deputy attorney general to represent the State of Alabama in litigation involving
companies that violated the registration provisions of the Sale of Checks Act.

Ms. Poerschke has obtained over $300 million for clients in settlements and verdicts. Her
representative engagements include the following:
•

Represented a statewide pension system in suit against WorldCom's underwriters and
auditors, which resulted in a settlement of$111M (90% recovery ofloss).

•

Represented a statewide pension system in a suit against Bank of America Corp.,
Citigroup Inc., Credit Suisse First Boston, J.P. Morgan Chase & Co., and Merrill Lynch
& Co relating to investments in Enron securities, which resulted in a settlement of $49M
(86% recovery of loss).

•

Represented 32 hospitals in a securities action relating to subscriber equity accounts,
which resulted in a $43.7M settlement.

•

Represented statewide pension fund in a state court action, which resulted in a $25M
settlement.

•

Represented 24 municipal pension funds in state court actions, which resulted in a $21M
settlement.

•

Represented 40 investors in a private placement transaction against issuer, which resulted
in a $12.5M settlement.

•

Represented an individual investor in FINRA arbitration alleging failure to execute trade
order, which resulted in a $1.35M settlement.

•

Represented individual investor in FINRA arbitration against former CEO of global
financial services firm alleging fraud and misrepresentation, which resulted in a $1 OM
settlement.
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•

Appointed as a deputy attorney general in litigation involving compames that have
violated the registration provision of the Sale of Checks Act.

•

Launched and managed LexMatrix, a litigation support and document review company
based in Chennai, India.

Ms. Poerschke is a frequent speaker on issues confronting the securities industry,
including FINRA arbitration procedures, arbitrator selection, electronic discovery, and has served
as a guest lecturer at the University of Alabama School of Law and the Birmingham Bar
Association. She is a member of the Public Investors Arbitration Bar Association (PIABA), an
organization of attorneys dedicated to the advancement of investors' rights in the securities
industry.
Ms. Poerschke graduated from the University of Alabama with a Bachelor of Arts degree
in History. She received her Juris doctor from the University of Alabama School of Law in 1997.
In addition, she earned the Certified Regulatory Compliance Professional (CRCP) designation
from the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority (FINRA) Institute at Wharton.
Ms. Poerschke is licensed to practice law in Alabama.
Ms. Poerschke will draft and respond to discovery, prepare for and take depositions, and
perform other work related to the litigation as necessary.

Archie C. Lamb, Jr. is a nationally recognized leader in national healthcare and
physician issues, and serves as of-counsel with Levin Papantonio. In 1999 Mr. Lamb organized a
consortium of law firms to pursue a lawsuit against the deceptive trade practices and contract
violations of eight of the nation's largest health insurance companies. Mr. Lamb was the
designated lead counsel in this massive HMO RICO (Racketeer Influenced Corrupt Organization
Act) lawsuit. The case included over 60 healthcare companies and Mr. Lamb was responsible for
overseeing 26 law firms and over 170 lawyers in the prosecution of this case.
As lead negotiator iri the HMO cases, he successfully resolved the claims with benefits to
the class estimated to exceed $2 billion dollars. Mr. Lamb's clients included the California
Medical Association, Texas Medical Association, Medical Association of Georgia, Florida
Medical Association, Louisiana State Medical Society, College of Physicians and Surgeons of
Puerto Rico, and a large class of individual physicians and physician groups as well as
independent pharmacists.
The first recipient of the California Medical Association's prestigious President's Award,
Mr. Lamb is a sought after speaker on legal issues facing healthcare professionals. He has
appeared before the American Medical Association as well as numerous state and local medical
associations, bar groups, and legal and medical educational seminars.
Mr. Lamb's expertise in the healthcare arena has resulted in appearances on CNN and
National Public Radio, as well as many regional and local television and radio programs.
Litigation in which Mr. Lamb has been involved has been featured in the American Bar
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Association Journal and other regional and local publications. He is a frequent contributor to
business and legal publications in the area of healthcare law.
Mr. Lamb is licensed to practice law in Alabama and Florida, as well as several Federal
Courts, including the Supreme Court.
Mr. Lamb will manage and perform legal work, including drafting pleadings, taking
depositions, and arguing in Court.
Jeffrey Gaddy is an associate attorney with Levin Papantonio. He earned a Bachelor of
Science degree in Business Administration from Auburn University where he graduated magna
cum laude with a major in Human Resource Management. Mr. Gaddy then received his Juris
Doctorate from the University of Mississippi in 2007, graduating cum Laude.

Upon graduation from law school, Mr. Gaddy moved to Pensacola, Florida, and spent
eight years as an Assistant State Attorney at the Office of the State Attorney of the First Judicial
Circuit where he served as a special prosecutor in the Homicide and Major Crimes
Division. During his time as a prosecutor, Mr. Gaddy tried over one hundred jury trials to
verdict.
Since joining Levin Papantonio, Mr. Gaddy has focused his practice on mass tort
litigation, specifically in the areas of pelvic mesh and Actos bladder cancer cases.
Mr. Gaddy is licensed to practice law in Florida and Mississippi.
Mr. Gaddy will draft and respond to discovery, prepare for and take depositions, and
perform other work related to the litigation as necessary.
Alexandra Garlock graduated from the University of West Florida with a Bachelor's in
Accounting. Ms. Garlock has worked as a paralegal with Levin Papantonio since 2014, with a
focus on securities-related cases. Ms. Garlock has worked on several cases in her time with
Levin Papantonio, including litigation surrounding the Puerto Rican Municipal Bond Crisis. Ms.
Garlock also has extensive experience as a liaison to municipalities involved in litigation.

Ms. Garlock will serve at the direction of the attorneys to manage claimant documents,
filing and responding to requests for production, and creating tracking processes to increase
efficiency. Ms. Garlock will be available to the City of Reno and to all associated attorneys to
assist with any needs that may arise.
Hilary D. Little graduated in 2010 from Florida State University with a Bachelor's in
Finance. Mrs. Little has worked as a paralegal for Levin Papantonio since 2011 and is currently
the managing paralegal for securities litigation and arbitration. Mrs. Little has managed hundreds
of FINRA cases on behalf of individual investors against financial institutions and broker
dealers. Mrs. Little is vastly experienced in managing complex litigation cases.
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Mrs. Little will serve at the direction of the attorneys to manage case workflow and
ensure deadlines are met in a timely fashion. Mrs. Little will be available to the City of Reno and
to all associated attorneys to assist with any needs that may arise.
Greene Ketchum

Greene, Ketchum, Farrell, Bailey & Tweel LLP is a West Virginia limited Liability
partnership originally founded in 1955 in Huntington, West Virginia. The law firm has 5 trial
attorneys licensed in West Virginia, Ohio and Kentucky with 6 members of the support staff and
is considered one of the most experienced regional firms in the fields of medical malpractice and
coal mining accidents. Greene Ketchum partner Paul Farrell recently served as liaison counsel
and trial counsel for the transvaginal mesh MDL assigned to Charleston, West Virginia. Greene
Ketchum played a prominent role in the financing and litigation of thousands of asbestos cases
over the past 30 years.
Greene Ketchum attorneys have successfully tried numerous civil cases to verdict in state
and federal courts. Their skilled advocacy has returned millions of dollars in verdicts for their
clients in both trial settings and settlements. The firm's attorneys have been recognized by legal
organizations for excellence and included in The National Advocates Top 100 Trial Lawyers and
West Virginia Super Lawyers®.
Paul Farrell, Jr. is a West Virginia trial lawyer and partner at Greene, Ketchum, Farrell,
Bailey & Tweel, LLP in Huntington, West Virginia. Mr. Farrell is the primary contact for Greene
Ketchum and his email is paul@greencketchum.com. Mr. Farrell is licensed to practice law in
West Virginia, Ohio and Kentucky. Additional information regarding Mr. Farrell and Greene
Ketchum can be found their website https://greeneketchum.com.

Mr. Farrell is widely considered one of the premier trial lawyers in southern West
Virginia with experience prosecuting medical malpractice cases, birth trauma cases and negligent
credentialing cases. He was named West Virginia Trial Lawyers Association Member of the Year
(2002) and is the Past President of the West Virginia Association for Justice (2011-2012). Mr.
Farrell won a $10 million landmark medical malpractice trial verdict in Monongalia County in
Riggs v. West Virginia Univ. Hospitals, Inc., 221 W.Va. 646, 656 S.E.2d 91 (2007) and affirmed
on appeal a record $38 million nursing home case Manor Care, Inc. v. Douglas, 234 W. Va. 57,
763 S.E.2d 73 (2014). He filed one of the first Transvaginal Mesh cases in the country which
resulted in the consolidation of some 80,000 cases from all over the country in federal court in
Charleston, WV, where he served on the MDL Executive Committee. Mr. Farrell served as trial
counsel in a $2 million dollar bellwether verdict in In re C.R. Bard, Inc., 810 F.3d 913, 917 (4th
Cir. 2016) which was followed by an $18.5 million verdict in 4 consolidated case.sin Campbell v.
Boston Sci. Corp., No. 2:12-CV-08633, 2016 WL 5796906, at *19 (S.D.W. Va. Oct. 3, 2016).
Paul volunteers (for $1 a year) to serve as an Assistant Prosecuting Attorney in Cabell County,
WV to help prosecute drug-related crimes. The Cabell County Commission is quoted in the
Herald-Dispatch as saying, "I think it's a great thing that Mr. Farrell is saving the taxpayers a lot
of money by working for $1 a year. How many good, qualified attorneys can you find that will
work for $1." Mr. Farerll volunteers because "Sometimes there are causes bigger than money."
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Mr. Farrell has made some (30) appearances before the West Virginia Supreme Court. He
has been a frequent presenter at both state and national legal education seminars on a wide range
of subject matters. His law firm has an experienced staff with combined service totaling 130
years including paralegal Lora Chafin, who managed a complex asbestos docket for over 20
years.
Hill Peterson

The Law Firm of Hill, Peterson, Carper, Bee & Deitzler was founded in 1980 by Senior
Partner, R. Edison Hill. Located in Charleston, West Virginia, the firm is structured with 5
Partners, 3 Associate Attorneys and 15 Staff Members. Hill Peterson's attorneys have extensive
legal experience both in and out of the courtroom along with a broad network of resources to
undertake a wide variety of complicated claims including, but not limited to Mass Torts and
Class Action Litigation, Defective Drug Litigation and Opioid Distribution Liability.
Hill Peterson's attorneys were awarded the prestigious Trial Lawyer of the Year award by
Public Justice in 2005 for their work on the successful class action litigation Leach, et al. v. E. I.
du Pont de Nemours and Company involving representation of plaintiffs who suffered various
cancers and other illnesses due to exposure through drinking water to the chemical ammonium
perfluorooctanoate ("PFOA" or "C-8"), a chemical utilized in the manufacture of Teflon. The
firm's attorneys also served on the Plaintiffs Steering Committee for In re: E. I. Dupont de
Nemours and Company C-8 Personal Injury Litigation, which has reached a global settlement of
close to $1 billion. Hill, Peterson, Carper, Bee & Deitzler, PLLC, has been designated by
"Benchmark Plaintiff' (The Definitive Guide To American Leading Plaintiff Firms & Attorneys)
as one of West Virginia's three top and "highly recommended" litigation law firms.
Since the firm was founded in 1980, Hill Peterson has garnered national recognition for
their work and recent awards and appointments include:
•

R. Edison Hill and James C. Peterson have been selected for inclusion as West Virginia
SuperLawyers from 2009 through the present.

•

James C. Peterson has been board certified as a Civil Trial Specialist by the National
Board of Trial Advocacy (NBTA) from 1990 through the present.

•

R. Edison Hill is a "Fellow" of the West Virginia Bar Foundation, awarded in 2008.

•

R. Edison Hill has been selected for inclusion in The RoundTable, 2012 and 2017. The
RoundTable comprises a list of "America's 100 Most Influential Trial Lawyers".

•

R. Edison Hill was the recipient of the "Clarence Darrow Award" at Mass Torts Made
Perfect in 2014.

•

The Law Firm of Hill, Peterson, Carper, Bee & Deitzler, PLLC, has been designated
"benchmark Plaintiff' (The Definitive Guide to American Leading Plaintiff Firms &
Attorneys) as one of West Virginia's three top and "highly recommended" litigation law
firms; and R. Edison Hill as one of West Virginia's twelve "litigation stars."
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Hill Peterson's partners R. Edison Hill and James C. Peterson will supervise the
management of the project on behalf of the Hill Peterson firm. Hill Peterson has experienced
staff including paralegal Pamela Perkins, who will work at the direction of the attorneys to
manage case files, format and file documents and ensure deadlines are met in a timely fashion.
Ms. Perkins will be available to the City of Reno and to all associated attorneys to assist with any
needs that may arise.
The qualifications, specialized training and relevant work history of Hill Peterson's key
personnel and of the Firm as a whole are set forth on our website, www.hpcbd.com. A brief
summary of the experience, relevant background and anticipated duties of the primary
individuals on the team follows.
R. Edison (Ed) Hill is a trial attorney and the founder and a member/partner of Hill,
Peterson, Carper, Bee & Deitzler, PLLC. Mr. Hill has served as class action counsel for
numerous certified class actions, including Burch, et al. v. American Home Products Corp, et al.
(Fen-Phen Diet Drug Litigation), the largest pharmaceutical class action in the history of West
Virginia, and Leach, et al. v. E. I. du Pont de Nemours and Company. He also serves on the
Plaintiffs Steering Committee for In re: E. I. Dupont de Nemours and Company C-8 Personal
Injury Litigation, which recently reached a settlement valued at nearly $1 billion. Mr. Hill was
named as one of "America's 100 Most Influential Trial Lawyers" by The Trial Lawyer's
RoundTable in 2017 and has been designated as one of West Virginia's twelve "Litigation Stars"
by Benchmark Plaintiff (The Definitive Guide To American Leading Plaintiff Firms &
Attorneys). He has also been named as a Fellow of the West Virginia Bar Foundation, awarded to
"lawyers whose professional, public and private careers have demonstrated outstanding
dedication to the welfare of their communities and honorable service to the legal profession with
the individuals selected reflecting the diverse nature of the legal profession in West Virginia."
Mr. Hill is involved in many legal professional organizations, including American Association
for Justice (Life Member), National Trial Lawyers Association (Executive Committee Member),
West Virginia Trial Lawyers Association (Past-President and current Board of Governors
member), Public Justice Foundation, Lawyer-Pilots Bar Association, Southern Trial Lawyers
Association and the Consumer Attorneys of West Virginia. He has been named a West Virginia
Super Lawyer® each year from 2009 the present. He also serves as Chairman for the Central
West Virginia Regional Airport Authority, which is the governing board for Yeager Airport,
located in Charleston, West Virginia. He has served on the Yeager Airport Board of Directors
since 1993.
James C. Peterson has been a member/partner at Hill, Peterson, Carper, Bee & Deitzler,
PLLC since 1983, focusing his legal practice on litigation of severe personal injury,
medical/legal malpractice, product liability, insurance bad faith, mass tort/class action involving
defective products, pharmaceuticals and insurance issues. He served as co-lead counsel for on
the settlement of the largest pharmaceutical class action litigation in the history of the State of
West Virginia, involving the diet drug Fen-Phen (Burch, et al. v. American Home Products
Corporation, et al.). Settlements and verdicts handled on behalf of his firm Hill & Peterson or on
a co-counsel basis exceeds $1.6 billion. Representative mass tort/class action in addition to
Burch includes McCallister. et al., v. Purdue-Pharma, Inc., et al. (Oxycontin - potent pain killer
drug); VIOXX Products Liability Litigation, MDL 1657 (osteo-arthritic pain medication); In Re:
E. !. Dupont de Nemours and Company C-8 Personal Injury Litigation, MDL 2433 (involving
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representation of 3,500 plaintiffs who suffered various cancers and other illnesses due to
exposure to C-8, a chemical used in the manufacture of Teflon, in public drinking water; global
settlement reach in 2017 for close to $1 billion.); and Good v. American Water Works Company,
Inc., et al., Case No. 2:14-CV-01374 (putative class alleging economic and personal injury loss
due to water contamination, tentative settlement reached Fall 2016, for over 250,000 residents
and businesses in the 9-county area). Mr. Peterson has been board-certified as a civil trial
specialist by the National Board of Trial Advocacy (NBTA) since 1990; named member of the
year by the West Virginia Trial Lawyers Association in both 1988 and 1993; served in a variety
of positions with both state and national trial lawyer organizations, including president of the
West Virginia Trial Lawyers' Association ( 1996-1997); and admitted to practice in the states of
Minnesota, Ohio, and West Virginia. Since 1987, Mr. Peterson has presented over 40 papers and
articles nationwide on various legal topics in over two dozen states. He authored a chapter for a
National Brain Injury Association publication involving hedonic damages, and an article on the
same for TRIAL Magazine (published by American Association for Justice). Mr. Peterson is
recognized as a life member of American Association for Justice (AAJ), an honor bestowed on
approximately 50 lawyers for that nationwide trial organization. He was selected in 2005, along
with two of his partners Ed Hill and Harry Deitzler, as Trial Lawyers of the Year by Public
Justice.
McHugh Fuller

McHugh Fuller Law Group, established in 2006, is a trial firm based out of Hattiesburg,
Mississippi that specializes in complex litigation and trials in the health and medical fields. With
only eight attorneys and twenty-seven support staff, the firm functions as an elite trial team made
up of experienced litigators and legal writers.
The attorneys at McHugh Fuller are admitted to practice law in eighteen states including
Tennessee, Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Kentucky, Michigan, Mississippi,
Missouri, New Hampshire, New York, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Texas, West Virginia,
Wisconsin, as well as the District of Columbia. Our lawyers have tried hundreds of cases,
obtaining multi-million dollar verdicts in courts throughout the country. The attorneys at
McHugh Fuller have amassed over three-hundred million dollars in jury verdicts alone, and have
successfully handled appeals before State Supreme Courts and Courts of Appeal in seven states,
numerous Federal District Courts, the U.S. Courts of Appeal for the Fourth, Fifth and Eleventh
Circuits, and the United States Supreme Court. Most of the attorneys have A-V ratings and many
have received recognition by various groups and publications as being top in their field of
practice.
Michael J. Fuller is a founding member and senior partner of McHugh Fuller Law
Group. He has extensive experience in complex medical and health-care related cases. Mr. Fuller
has litigated and tried numerous cases to verdict nationwide. His firm specializes in cases
involving multiple corporate defendants and extensive, voluminous discovery. Mr. Fuller
obtained his juris doctorate from the University of Florida where he graduated with high honors.
He then became a prosecutor for several years before joining a top national law firm. In 2006,
Mr. Fuller started his own national law firm. Mr. Fuller is licensed to practice law in Tennessee,
the District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Michigan, Mississippi, Missouri, New
York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and Wisconsin.
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Mr. Fuller will draft pleadings, discovery, motions, briefs, take depositions, argue
motions, work with experts, and aid with overall litigation and trial strategy.
Amy Quezon is one of the lead trial lawyers at McHugh Fuller Law Group. After
obtaining her juris doctorate from Stetson College of Law in 1992, she began her career as a
prosecuting attorney in Tampa, Florida. In 1998, she began her civil trial career litigating
complex medical and health-care related cases. Over the course of her entire career she has tried
over one hundred cases to verdict and amassed well over one hundred million dollars in verdicts
on behalf of her clients. Ms. Quezon has been A-V rated by Martindale-Hubbell Law Directory,
its highest rating, for nineteen years. She is admitted to practice in Tennessee, Florida, Georgia,
Kentucky, Mississippi, Missouri, New Hampshire, Ohio, Tennessee, Texas, West Virginia, and
Wisconsin.
Ms. Quezon will take depositions, argue motions, work with expert and fact witnesses,
aid with overall legal and trial strategy and be a part of the trial team dedicated to this project.
Powell & Majestro
Since 2002, the attorneys of Powell & Majestro have been protecting the interests of
individuals, families and businesses in West Virginia as well as handling complex· litigation
nationwide. The firms practice areas include Consumer Protection, Maritime Law, Products
Liability, Workplace Injuries and Consumer Debt.
Anthony J. Majestro has a proven record of litigating matters of great complexity
nationwide, as well as in Palm Cities, West Virginia. Mr. Majestro is currently the managing
partner at Powell & Majestro P.L.L.C. The firm handles complex litigation including the
representation of individuals and others who are victims of consumer fraud or are injured by
defective products. Mr. Majestro and the firm have extensive experience in representing those
injured by defective drugs and medical devices. Mr. Majestro has successfully represented or is
currently representing clients with injuries caused by Fen-Phen/Redux, Paxil, Baycol, Propulsid,
Oxycontin, Rezulin, Vioxx, hormone replacement drugs, pedicle screws, and breast implants. In
addition, Mr. Majestro leads the firm's extensive consumer protection practice. Mr. Majestro
recently filed the first cases in the country on behalf of public entities against the wholesale
distributors of prescription opiates in southern West Virginia.
2. CURRENT ASSIGNMENTS:
Provide a statement concerning your firm's ability to devote sufficient time and resources
to this type of work in relation to existing assignments the firm and the above-named
individual(s) are currently involved with or will become involved with over the next three
(3) years.
The Firms have vast, decades-long experience as nationwide leaders in plaintiffs'
litigation pursing similar causes of action on behalf of individuals as well as government entities
throughout the country. The Firms are committed to providing optimal representation to the
clients we serve. In addition to the key personnel assigned to these cases listed above, the Firms
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anticipate that other attorneys and staff will work on the litigation on an as-needed basis to fulfill
contractual requirements on time and on target.
The Firms identify the offices, personnel and functions/roles primarily responsible for
supporting the City's suit.
Firm
Baron &
Budd

Location
3102 Oak Lawn Ave., Ste. 1100
Dallas, TX 75219

Personnel
Russell Budd
Laura Baughman
Ann Saucer
Chris Mansour
Daniel MacDonald

Baron &
Budd

2600 CitiPlace, Ste. 400
Baton Rouge, LA 70808

Burton LeBlanc

Baron &
Budd

7000 North Mopac, Ste. 200
Austin, TX 78731

Thomas Sims
Alicia Butler

Baron &
Budd

15910 Ventura Blvd., Ste. 1600
Encino, CA 91436

Roland Tellis
MarkPifko

Levin
Papantonio

316 S. Baylen Street
Pensacola, FL 32502

Greene
Ketchum

419 llthSt.
Huntington, WV 25701

Mike Papantonio
Peter Mougey
Ned Mc Williams
Laura Dunning
Page Poerschke
Archie Lamb
Jeff Gaddy
Paul Farrell

Hill
Peterson

500 Tracy Way
Charleston, WV 25311

Ed Hill
Jim Peterson

Function/Roles
Litigation strategy,
settlement negotiations,
drafting pleadings and
discovery, reviewing
documents, working with
key experts, writing briefs,
arguing in Court. B&B
also has an in-house
document review system
and full service copy
center.
Litigation and
coordinating strategy,
depositions, arguing in
court
Research and briefing
complex legal issues,
arguing in court,
depositions, drafting
pleadings and discovery
Drafting pleadings and
discovery, taking
depositions, writing briefs,
ar2uin2 in court
Litigation strategy,
drafting pleadings and
discovery, taking
depositions, writing briefs,
arguing in court,
document review, working
with key experts
Litigation strategy,
drafting pleadings and
discovery, taking
depositions, arguing in
court
Litigation strategy, taking
depositions, arguing in
court
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Firm
McHugh
Fuller

Location
97 Elias Whiddon Road
Hattiesburg, MS 39402

Personnel
Mike Fuller
Amy Quezon

Powell &
Majestro

405 Capitol St., Ste. 1200
Charleston, WV 25301

Anthony Majestro

Function/Roles
Litigation strategy,
drafting pleadings and
discovery, taking
depositions, arguing in
court
Draft pleadings, discovery,
motions, briefs, take
depositions, argue
motions, work with
experts, and aid with
overall litigation and trial
stratel!v

3. DISCLOSURE OF POTENTIAL CONFLICT:
Provide a statement regarding any potential conflict of interest issues the firm or
attorney(s) assigned to this project might have or encounter.
The Firms know of no such conflict of interest issues at this time. Should any conflicts of
interest present themselves, the Firms will make those conflicts known to the City of Reno as
soon as possible.

4. CITY OF RENO RESOURCES:
Provide a statement regarding the extent to which the City of Reno staff resources will be
needed to assist in the lawsuit by providing information, data, documents, etc. Identify
what those needed resources will be along with an explanation as to how the staff time and
resources may be reimbursed via the lawsuit.
The most helpful information the City of Reno could provide would be data on how the
opioid crisis has harmed the City of Reno and its residents, monetarily and otherwise. These
data could include statistics on rates and types of licit and illicit drug use in Reno; costs of
medical care, additional therapeutic and prescription drug purchases, and other treatments for
patients suffering from opioid-related addiction or disease, including overdoses and deaths; costs
of counseling and rehabilitation services; costs for treatment of infants born with opioid-related
medical conditions; rates and costs of welfare for children whose parents suffer from opioidrelated disability or incapacitation; costs of opioids distributed through City of Reno healthcare
programs; and costs of law enforcement and public safety issues relating to the opioid epidemic.
The Firms propose to work with the City of Reno to ascertain which of these costs fall
upon it, to further ascertain which departments within the City of Reno may possess statistics or
cost data relevant to this potential litigation, and to work with those departments to enable the
sharing, with all necessary confidences, of those statistics and data with the Firms to further their
investigation and prosecution of this potential litigation.
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5. PROPOSED FEE/EXPENSES:
Provide an explanation of how your firm's contingency fee agreement will work for this
lawsuit or if (and how) fees will be calculated on any other basis. Itemize the type and
estimate the amount of expenses for which your firm would seek reimbursement.
It is anticipated that any retention agreement entered into will shield the City of Reno from

any opposing party's fees and costs and provide clear indemnification against any potential
liability for the City of Reno that could arise out of this litigation. A proposed retention
agreement that the firm is willing and able to be bound by must be attached to the
proposal.
The Firms attach a proposed contract with the City of Reno to this response. Details for
the payment of fees and the reimbursement of expenses is set forth in the proposed contract.
Anticipated expenses that would be submitted for reimbursement include, but are not
limited to, filing and service fees; court reporter and deposition fees; expert fees; travel expenses
to/from court hearings, meetings, depositions; photocopying and printing costs; costs for review
and storage of ESI and discovery documents.
The City of Reno would see cost savings by filing in federal court and participating in the
MDL process that is being established. The MDL process will promote efficiency and prevent
redundant and repetitive efforts from being made at an increased expense to the City. The
structure of the MDL process and use of a bellwether trial process also significantly reduces the
exposure of the City or any plaintiff to an adverse cost judgment.
As stated in the proposed Contract, there is no reimbursement of litigation expenses if
there is no recovery.

Russell W. Budd
President and Managing Shareholder• Baron & Budd, P.C.
Russell W. Budd is a driving force in the world of plaintiffs' attorneys, having devoted his
entire career to championing the rights of people and communities harmed by corporate
malfeasance. Budd currently presides over one of the nation's largest plaintiffs' firms, Baron &
Budd, headquartered in Dallas, Texas with offices in Austin, Texas; Los Angeles and San Diego,
California; and Baton Rouge and New Orleans, Louisiana.
Budd, a shareholder of Baron & Budd since 1985 and president and managing
shareholder since 2002, has expanded the firm from its cornerstone asbestos practice into the
areas of pharmaceuticals and defective medical devices, water contamination, fraudulent banking
practices, motor vehicles, employment, and other consumer fraud issues. Baron & Budd
represents public entities in pharmaceutical litigation and consumer litigation, and represents
hundreds of public entities in water contamination cases. Baron & Budd also represents
thousands of individuals with claims against pharmaceutical companies and medical device
manufacturers. Budd has been appointed to the following Plaintiffs' Steering Committees for
pending, nationwide pharmaceutical and medical device litigation: In re: Cook Medical, Inc.,
IVC Filters Marketing, Sales Practices and Products Liability Litigation, MDL 2570; In Re:
Bard IVC Filters Products Liability Litigation, MDL 2641; and In Re: Zofran (Ondansetron)
Products Liability Litigation, MDL 2657. In addition to serving on the Plaintiffs' Steering
Committee, Budd is co-lead counsel for Plaintiffs in In Re: Fluoroquinolone Products Liability
Litigation, MDL 2642.
For more than decade, Budd has played significant roles in asbestos litigation on a
national level. As chair and member of several asbestos creditors' bankruptcy committees, Budd
has successfully resolved over 100,000 victims' claims with some of Wall Street's biggest
companies. Budd was a chief negotiator of a $4 billion national settlement with Halliburton that
established a trust fund to protect present and future asbestos victims throughout the United
States - the largest asbestos trust fund of its kind anywhere in the world. He was also on the
committee that negotiated a $3.9 billion settlement with United States Gypsum to benefit future
asbestos claimants and has participated in negotiations that led W.R. Grace to fund a bankruptcy
trust on for asbestos claimants with nearly $3 billion in cash and stock equity.
Budd has also been instrumental in conducting national negotiations for non-asbestos
claims. Budd was a chief negotiator for the 2012 settlement with JPMorgan Chase in In Re
Checking Account Overdraft Litigation, which resulted in $110 million in cash and more than
$100 million in business practice changes benefiting Chase customers. Budd was a leader in the
Overdraft litigation which led to the 2011 settlement of $410 million with Bank of America.
Budd was one of the negotiators of a $177 million settlement for litigation brought on behalf of
seven states' attorneys general against GlaxoSmithKline regarding its fraudulent marketing of the
diabetes drug Avandia. Budd was a key negotiator of settlements valued at more than $43 million
for the states of West Virginia, Hawaii and Mississippi for their claims against various financial
institutions regarding fraudulent marketing of payment protection plans and related credit card
services. Budd was also the chief negotiator for Plaintiffs in the settlement of a California
Proposition 65 case involving efforts by three environmental groups to reduce cancer-causing
-diesel engine exhaust emissions from school buses. The settlement, valued at almost $35
million, resulted in more than $28 million being invested in the largest private school bus fleet in
California in order to decrease the pollutant levels inside the buses, and is one of the largest
Proposition 65 settlements to date.

Russell W. Budd
President and Managing Shareholder• Baron & Budd, P.C.
Budd serves on the Board of Governors of the American Association for Justice (AAJ)
and has served on the Board of Directors and Executive Committee of the Texas Trial Lawyers
Association (TTLA). In 2010, Budd was awarded the prestigious Harry M. Philo Award Trial
Lawyer of the Year Award from AAJ, which was presented in recognition of his dedicated and
consistent leadership in protecting the rights of individuals through the civil justice system. In
2007, he was awarded AAJ's Wiedemann Wysocki National Finance Council Award. The award
recognizes attorneys for their commitment to the legal profession and their efforts to improve the
civil justice system.
Under Budd's leadership, Baron & Budd has won numerous national awards. The
National Law Journal has included the firm in its NLJ"Hot List" of exemplary plaintiffs firms in
the United States eight years since the list's inception in 2002 (American Lawyer Media). In
2012, Attorneys Serving the Community (ASC) honored Baron & Budd with the organization's
inaugural "Friend of the Community" award for the firm's long-standing history of charitable
donations to ASC. Baron & Budd has also been a finalist for the Public Justice Foundation's
"Trial Lawyer of the Year" award four times - most recently in 2013 - and was awarded the
honor in 2007 for its work on a decades-long case fighting water contamination in Tucson,
Arizona. Budd, along with Baron & Budd colleagues and co-counsel from other firms
nationwide, was named a finalist for the 2012 Public Justice award for work on In Re Checking
Account Overdraft Litigation. Budd has also been recognized for decades of advocacy with
selections to The Best Lawyers in America (2014-present) and Super Lawyers® (2003-present).
Budd was selected in 2015 and 2017 by Best Lawyers as Lawyer of the Year in Mass Tort
Litigation and Class Actions.
Under Budd's direction, Baron & Budd has frequently contributed resources and finances
to a number of worthwhile nonprofit organizations including the International Mesothelioma
Program at Brigham and Women's Hospital, Asbestos Disease Awareness Organization, Lung
Cancer Alliance, the National Comprehensive Cancer Network (NCCN), Genesis Women's
Shelter and the Dallas Children's Advocacy Center.
In 2017, Budd and his wife donated $3 million to the University of Texas School of Law
to endow the Budd Innocence Center at the Law School. The Budd Innocence Center will help
exonerate wrongfully convicted men and women in Texas prisons. In 2014, they donated $2.5
million to Southern Methodist University in Dallas to endow The Budd Center for Involving
Communities in Education. The Center is a radical concept that works closely with numerous
non-profit organizations to help children exit poverty through education. Though initially
focused on West Dallas, the program hopes to create a template for the nation in promoting truly
substantial change. Another cause close to his heart is Habitat for Humanity, which gives
hardworking Dallas families a chance at first-time home ownership. He has personally
contributed generously to the "Building on Faith" project, a collaborative initiative between the
Dallas Faith Communities Coalition (DFCC), the City of Dallas and Habitat for Humanity to
build 100 affordable single-family homes in West Dallas.
Budd is a graduate of Trinity University and the University of Texas School of Law. He
is licensed in the states of Texas and Michigan. Mr. Budd is also admitted to practice in the U.S.
Supreme Court, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, and U.S. District Court for the
Northern District of Texas and Southern District of Illinois.

Laura J. Baughman
Shareholder• Baron & Budd, P.C.
Education

University of Texas School of Law, (J.D. 1994) (with honors)
Chief Articles & Notes Editor, Texas International Law Journal, 1993-94
The Cooper Union for the Advancement of Science & Art (M.E.1992, B.S.1990)
Bar & Court Admissions

Texas
New York
California
Missouri
United States Courts of Appeals for the Second & Ninth Circuits
U.S. District Courts, Southern & Eastern Districts of New York
U.S. District Courts, Northern & Eastern Districts of Texas
U.S. District Courts, Northern, Central & Eastern Districts of California
Memberships and Affiliations

American Association for Justice
Public Justice
American Bar Association
Attorneys Serving the Community
Awards, Presentations & Publications

Texas Super Lawyer (Law & Politics Media, Inc.; Key Professional Media, 2004 &
2005)
Texas Rising Star (Law & Politics Media, Inc.; Key Professional Media, 2004)
"Best Lawyer in Dallas Under 40," D Magazine, 2006
AV Peer Review Rated by Martindale-Hubbell
American Association for Justice 2011 Annual Convention, Speaker, "The Public
Disclosure Bar in a Nutshell," presented to Qui Tam Litigation Group, July 13,
2011
American Association for Justice 2010 Annual Convention, Speaker, "The ABCs ofIRS
Whistleblower Fraud Cases," July 14, 2010
Association of Trial Lawyers of America 2004 Winter Convention, Panelist, "Should
You Just Sit There? Active Participation in the Defense Deposition,'' February 14,
2004
Prop 65 News Conference & Seminars 2004, Panelist, "Discharge Cases: Proposition
65's Sleeping Giant?" March 29, 2004
Faculty Member, National Institute for Trial Advocacy (NITA) Southern Deposition
Program, May 20-21, 2004
"Countervailing Environmental Subsidies: a Solution to the Environmental Inequities of
the North American Free Trade Agreement,'' 29 Texas International Law Journal
1996

ABouTLAuRABAUGHMAN
Laura Baughman joined Baron & Budd, P .C. in 1995 and has been a shareholder in the
firm since 2001. In addition to her law degree, Laura holds bachelor of science and master of
engineering degrees in civil (environmental) engineering, a background that serves her well in
her law practice. Prior to joining Baron & Budd, Laura served as a briefing attorney to Justice
Rose Spector of the Supreme Court of Texas.
Laura co-manages the firm's pharmaceutical litigation group, representing both
individuals and public entities. She managed litigation on behalf of seven states against
GlaxoSmithKline regarding its fraudulent marketing of the diabetes drug Avandia. This
litigation settled for $177 million. Laura also represents many men in litigation who developed
abnormal breast growth after taking Risperdal. She has taken an active role in Inferior Vena
Cava Filter multi-district litigation, working closely with other members of the PSC on many
aspects of the cases, including working with key expert witnesses, motion practice, and
depositions.
Laura was appointed as Class Counsel by the Los Angeles Superior Court in In Re GIB,
LLC Cases, a nationwide consumer class action on behalf of salon stylists and consumers
regarding deceptive marketing of Brazilian Blowout Solution (i.e., labels and advertising of
"formaldehyde-free" when the product contains the carcinogen formaldehyde). A $4.2 million
settlement of this action has been preliminarily approved and is scheduled for final approval in
December 2013. Laura also has extensive experience with the law firm's toxic tort litigation
group. Laura's notable victories in this area include the successful resolution of a case filed on
behalf of 137 people who were exposed to lead and other toxic substances while playing at an
abandoned oil refinery in Central Texas. Laura was part of the attorney team that represented
153 water providers in 17 states whose water was contaminated with MTBE. That case resulted
in a $423 million settlement and a 30-year commitment by the defendant gasoline refiners to
treat 3,385 wells if and when they become contaminated with MTBE.
Laura's other significant cases include being co-lead counsel in two of the largest
Proposition 65 cases in history. Proposition 65 is a California state law that permits private
citizens to enforce certain environmental regulations on behalf of the public. Laura represented
the nonprofit group Communities for a Better Environment in a statewide Proposition 65 water
contamination case that culminated in a settlement valued at $107 million. The settlement
required the defendant oil companies to upgrade gas stations, clean up groundwater
contamination, and take steps to prevent future gasoline leaks. Laura also successfully
represented three environmental groups in their efforts to reduce diesel engine exhaust emissions
from school buses. The settlement, valued at almost $35 million, resulted in more than $28
million being invested in the largest private school bus fleet in California in order to decrease the
pollutant levels inside the buses.
Laura is married and is the proud mother of two daughters.

J. BURTON LEBLANC, IV
Shareholder• Baron & Budd, P.C.
Baron & Budd shareholder Burton LeBlanc advocates for individuals who have been harmed by
corporate wrongdoing and deserve justice and accountability. LeBlanc began his legal career more than
twenty-five years ago representing victims of toxic exposure and workplace hazards. His lifelong
commitment to service through the legal system was fostered by family as a child in his home state of
Louisiana, a state where danger in the workplace was common and expectations for most workers were of
a life shortened by the necessity of making a living.
LeBlanc's extensive accomplishments are renowned in the courtroom, and paved the way for him
to be named as one of the top 75 plaintiffs attorneys in the United States by The American Lawyer in
2014. He focuses his current practice in the areas of pharmaceutical, environmental, securities and
asbestos litigation. In addition to his work representing individuals, LeBlanc has successfully represented
many governmental entities, including the States of Hawaii, Mississippi, Louisiana, and West Virginia in
complex consumer fraud litigation. He was part of Baron & Budd's team that pursued litigation on behalf
of seven states' attorneys general against GlaxoSmithKline regarding its fraudulent marketing of the
diabetes drug Avandia, litigation which settled for $177 million. LeBlanc is a 2017 recipient of the
Lifetime Achievement Honor from America's Top 100 Attorneys for his career dedicated to the
protection of America's civil justice system. He has also been selected for inclusion in the Louisiana
Super Lawyers list from 2012 to the present (Thompson Reuters).
Today Mr. LeBlanc's passion for championing the rights of individuals extends to the national
stage where he recently served as president of the American Association for Justice (AAJ). As president
of AAJ, the largest trial lawyer non-profit group in the United States, Mr. LeBlanc advocated for
protection of America's civil justice system and rallied resources when corporate interests attempted to
infringe on individual rights. He is an adamant crusader for the abolition of forced arbitration and a
supporter of the fundamental right to a trial by jury.
Mr. LeBlanc's election as AAJ president followed a long history of involvement on both the local
and national levels of AAJ and its affiliate organizations. He previously served as president-elect, vice
president, treasurer and parliamentarian of AAJ. In addition, Mr. LeBlanc has been a member of AAJ's
Executive Committee and the Board of Governors, where he was awarded the Wiedemann Wysocki
National Finance Council Award two separate times, most recently in July 2010. Mr. LeBlanc has been a
member of the Board of Trustees of the AAJ PAC Committee, chairman of the AAJ National Finance
Council, a sustaining member of the AAJ and a member of the Leaders Forum. He is also a member of
the AAJ's Section on Toxic Torts and Business Torts. At the local level, LeBlanc served as the President
of the Louisiana Association for Justice (LAJ) and frequently testifies before the Louisiana legislature.
LeBlanc is a member of the American Bar Association's (ABA) State Attorney General and State
Department of Justice Issues Committee as well as a committee member of the ABA's Section on Toxic
Torts. He is also a member of the National Association of Public Pension Attorneys (NAPPA) the
National Association of Shareholder & Consumer Attorneys (NASCAT), the Texas Trial Lawyers
Association, Louisiana State Bar Association, Baton Rouge Bar Association, Texas State Bar
Association, American Bar Association, College of the State Bar of Texas, the Louisiana Bar Foundation
and a supporting member of the Trial Lawyers for Public Justice Foundation. He is a frequent lecturer and
speaker on issues of environmental law, asbestos litigation, chemical exposure cases and the importance
of access to the civil justice system. In November 2013, he testified before the Judicial Conference
Advisory Committee on Civil Rules regarding proposed amendments to the Federal Rules of Civil
Procedure.
LeBlanc and his wife are active in the Baton Rouge community and serve on multiple boards,
including Cancer Services of Greater Baton Rouge, where he served as president. He is a graduate of
Louisiana State University and Loyola University School of Law, and is licensed in the states of
Louisiana and Texas, several federal courts, and the U.S. Supreme Court.

J. BURTON LEBLANC, IV
Shareholder• Baron & Budd, P.C.
EDUCATION
Loyola University School of Law (J.D. 1990)
Louisiana State University (B.A. 1987)
JURISDICTIONS ADMITTED TO PRACTICE
Louisiana State Bar (1991)
Texas State Bar (1992)
United States Supreme Court (1998)
United States District Courts for the Eastern, Middle and Western Districts of Louisiana
PROFESSIONAL & BAR ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIPS
American Bar Association
• Member, State Attorney General & State Department of Justice Issues Committee
American Association for Justice (flea Association of Trial Lawyers of America (ATLA®)
• President (2013-2014)
• President-elect (2012-2013)
• Vice President (2011-2012)
• Diversity Committee (2011-present)
• Secretary (2010-2011)
• Treasurer (2009-2010)
• National Finance Council (Chair, 2009-2010; Vice Chair 2008-2009; Member 2006-present)
• Parliamentarian (2008-2009)
• Leaders Forum (Chair 2010-2011; Member 2004-present)
• Budget Committee (2009-present)
• Justice List Committee (Chair, 2008-present)
• Executive Committee (2007-present)
• PAC Board of Trustees (2006-present)
• Committee for a Better Future (Co-Chair 2006, 2009-2010)
• Board of Governors (2005-2008)
• Business Torts Section (2005-present)
• Section on Toxic, Environmental, and Pharmaceutical Torts (STEP) (1993-present)
Louisiana Association for Justice
• President of the Louisiana Association for Justice (LAJ) (2006-2007)
• Board of Governors - Council of Directors Legislative Committee
Louisiana Bar Foundation
• Member of the Capital Area Community Partnership Panel for the Louisiana Bar Foundation
(July 2009-June 2012)
State Trial Lawyers Association
• Secretary/Treasurer - Council of Presidents, State Trial Lawyers Association for North America
(2006-2008)
Public Justice
• Board Member- Board of Directors (2015-2017)
• Case Development/Special Projects Committee - Member (2016-2017)
• Case Evaluation Committee- Member (2016-2017)
• Membership Committee - Member (2016-2017)
American Constitution Society for Law and Policy
• Judicial Nominations Task Force- Member (2015-2016)

J. BURTON LEBLANC, IV
Shareholder• Baron & Budd, P.C.
APPOINTMENTS
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

In Re The Flintkote Company Bankruptcy, No. 04-11300-MFW (U.S.D.C. Banlcr. D. Del.);
Appointed to the Negotiating Sub-Committee (June 2004-present)
Communications and Outreach Committee, Trial Lawyers for Public Justice Foundation (August
13, 2001)
Louisiana Supreme Court Committee to Study Financial Assistance To Clients (July 3, 2001)
In Re Pittsburgh-Corning Corporation Bankruptcy, No. 00-22876-JKF (U.S.D.C. Banlcr. D.
W.D. Pa.); Appointed to Committee of Unsecured Asbestos Creditors (June 2000)
In Re Babcock & Wilcox Bankruptcy, No. 00-10992-B (U.S.D.C. Bankr. D. E.D. La.); Appointed
to Trust Advisory Committee (T.A.C.)
In Re Babcock & Wilcox Bankruptcy, No. 00-10992-B (U.S.D.C. Bankr. D. E.D. La.); Appointed
to Asbestos Claimants Committee (March 2000)
In Re Rockwool Manufacturing Co. Bankruptcy, No. 96-08295-TBB-l l (U.S.D.C. Banlcr. D.
N.D. Ala.); Appointed to Asbestos Claimants Creditor Committee
In re: Fresenius Granuflo/Naturalyte Dialysate Products Liability Litigation, MDL 1: 13-md2428 (U.S.D.C. D. Mass.); Appointed to the Plaintiffs Steering Committee (July 16, 2013)

AWARDS
•
•
•
•

Wiedemann Wysocki National Finance Council Award (American Association for Justice, 2007
& 2010)
Louisiana Super Lawyers 2008, 2012-2017
American Lawyer Top 75 Plaintiff Attorney in the US 2014
Lifetime Achievement Honor of America's Top 100 Attorneys, Louisiana -Awarded 2017

PUBLICATIONS
•
•
•
•
•

Burton LeBlanc and Misty A. Farris, "Alternative Theories for Environmental Contamination
Cases," TRIAL (April 2008)
Burton LeBlanc and S. Ann Saucer, "All About Alternative Litigation Financing," TRIAL
(January 2013)
Burton LeBlanc, "Letter to the Editor, The BP Settlement: How the Lawyers See Their Role" The
New York Times (July 31, 2013)
Burton LeBlanc "Letter to the Editor, Manufacturers Should Bear Responsibility" The Wall Street
Journal (September 10, 2013)
"College of Law graduate elected president of American Association for Justice", Loyola at a
Glance (November 8, 2013)

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS
•
•
•
•

American Association for Justice Annual Marketing and Management Seminar, Secrets to
Success Panel: From Small Firm to Big Firm, Panelist- Chicago, IL (May 24, 2016)
American Association for Justice Annual Convention, Law Firm Finance Panel, Panelist Montreal, Canada (July 12, 2015)
American Association for Justice Takata Airbag Seminar, Moderator - New York, New York
(December 11, 2014)
Interview with Bob McCormick for Money 101 on KFWB Radio- Los Angeles, General Mill's
decision to impose forced arbitration on its customers" (April 21, 2014)

J. BURTON LEBLANC, IV
Shareholder• Baron & Budd, P.C.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

Interview with KCBS Radio - San Francisco, "General Mill's decision to impose forced
arbitration on its customers" (April 17, 2014)
Mass Torts Made Perfect Seminar "American Association for Justice Update" Las Vegas, Nevada
(April IO, 2014)
Louisiana Association for Justice, "American Association for Justice Update", New Orleans,
Louisiana (March 21, 2014)
The Unity Summit, "ih Amendment Update", Mississippi College School of Law, Jackson,
Mississippi (March 13, 2014)
West Virginia Association for Justice Convention, "American Association for Justice Update",
Charleston, West Virginia (January 16, 2014)
Georgia Association for Justice Convention, "A~erican Association for Justice Update", Atlanta,
Georgia (December 6, 2013)
Consumer Attorneys of California Convention, "American Association for Justice Update", San
Francisco, CA (November 15, 2013)
NATLE Government Affairs Conference, "Tribute to Leah Guerry'', New Orleans, Louisiana
(November 10, 2013)
Testified, Federal Rules Hearing, Thurgood Marshall Federal Judiciary Building, Washington,
D.C. (No~ember 7, 2013)
End Distracted Driving Campaign Presenter, University High School, Baton Rouge, Louisiana
(September 13, 2013)
Consumer Attorney Association of Los Angeles Annual Convention "AAJ Update'', Las Vegas,
Nevada (August 30, 2013)
Belli Seminar, AAJ Annual Convention, "Alternative Litigation Financing", San Francisco,
California (July 19, 2013)
Mississippi Association for Justice Annual Convention "Alternative Litigation Financing", New
Orleans, Louisiana (June 13, 2013)
New Jersey Association for Justice Annual Boardwalk Seminar, "Alternative Legislative
Financing'', Atlantic City, New Jersey (April 18, 2013)
Mississippi Association for Justice Annual Convention "Alternative Litigation Financing'', New
Orleans, Louisiana (June 13, 2013)
Belli Seminar, the American Association for Justice Annual Convention, "Alternative Litigation
Financing'', San Francisco, California (July 19, 2013)
Consumer Attorney Association of Los Angeles Annual Convention "the American Association
for Justice Update'', Las Vegas, Nevada (August 30, 2013)
End Distracted Driving Presentation with Joel Feldman, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, (September 13,
2013)
LSU Law Association for Justice "Introduction to the American Association for Justice", Baton
Rouge, Louisiana, (October 10, 2013)
The Ed Shultz Radio Show, interviewed by Mike Papantonio on U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the
Legal Reform Summit and forced arbitration, 12 minutes, Nationally Syndicated (October 23,
2013)
Testified before the Judicial Conference Advisory Committee on Civil Rules regarding the
Proposed Amendments to the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, Thurgood Marshall Federal
Judiciary Building, Washington, D.C. (November 7, 2013)
Presenter, NATLE Conference, New Orleans, Louisiana (November 10, 2013)

J. BURTON LEBLANC, IV
Shareholder• Baron & Budd, P.C.
•

George Washington Law: Speaker (May 2012)

•

Tennessee Association for Justice: Speaker (January 2012)

•

Legal Lines Television Program: "Interview- 30 minutes" (March 17, 2006)

•

Andrews Asbestos Litigation 2005 Conference, "Legislative Outlook and Asbestos State of
Affairs", New Orleans, LA (April 28, 2005)

•

Louisiana Trial Lawyers Association - 2005 Winter Ski Seminar, Aspen, CO "Occupational
Disease Litigation from Tort to Toast" (February 9, 2005)

•

Louisiana Public Broadcasting (LPB) Program: "Breathtaking Cost of Asbestos" (November 23,
2004)

•

Louisiana Trial Lawyers Association - 2004 Winter Ski Seminar, Aspen, CO "Premises Liability:
A Plaintiffs Perspective" (February 23, 2004)

•

American Law Institute/American Bar Association - Asbestos Litigation In The 21st Century,
"Premises Liability: A Plaintiffs' Perspective", New Orleans, LA (November 13, 2003)

•

Andrews Asbestos Litigation 2003 Conference, "Future of Asbestos Litigation", New Orleans,
LA (May 1-2, 2003)

•

Louisiana Senate Judiciary Committee, Baton Rouge, LA- testified on the subject of asbestos
litigation reform (April 2003)

•

Louisiana State NAACP Convention, Baton Rouge, LA (September 2001)

•

Louisiana Trial Lawyers Association - 2001 Winter Ski Seminar, Aspen, CO "Updates on Toxic
Torts Litigation" (February 28, 2001)

•

Channel 98 Television, "Merit Selection of Judges vs. Election of Judges-LA- A Debate", Baton
Rouge, LA (April 22, 1999)

•

Baton Rouge League of Women Voters, "Merit Selection of Judges vs. Election of Judges-A
Debate'', Baton Rouge, LA (April 22, 1999)

•

Louisiana Trial Lawyers Association - Yours to Choose Seminar, Baton Rouge, LA
"Occupational Disease Litigation in Louisiana" (December 29, 1998)

•

Mealeys - New Fronts in the Asbestos Wars, "The Tobacco Component and Medical
Monitoring" Boston, MA (September 14, 1998)

•

Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality Seminar, Asbestos "Laws, Regulations and
Liability" Baton Rouge, Louisiana (June 25, 1997, June 23, 1996)

•

WNDC Baton Rouge Radio Station - (Nothing But The Truth) "Environment and Race" (June,
1997)

•

Channel 10 Television, "Environmental Issues in Louisiana'', Monroe, Louisiana (June 19, 1997)

•

Louisiana State University, Political Science Department "Environmental Law and Politics"
(October 1995)

•

Louisiana Trial Lawyers Association - Last Chance Seminar, Baton Rouge, LA "Update on
Toxic Torts in Louisiana" (December 29, 1997) (December 30, 1998)

•

Louisiana Trial Lawyers Association ("Post Legislative Retreat" - June 1996, Carmel, CA; MidWinter Convention-February 1997, Aspen, CO; February 1998, Aspen, CO)

J. BURTON LEBLANC, IV
Shareholder• Baron & Budd, P.C.
•

Louisiana State NAACP Convention "Environmental Law and Impact on Minorities" (October
1994, Monroe, LA)

•

Defense Research Institute Convention (D.R.I.), Toxic Torts, "A Plaintiffs Perspective"
Philadelphia, PA (April 1997)

•

Louisiana AFL-CIO Convention "Occupational Disease Among Industrial Trade Workers"
(March 1995; March 1996; March 1997; March 1998; March 1999; March 2000; March 2003,
March 2004, Baton Rouge, LA)

•

National United Food and Commercial Workers Union -AFL-CIO Convention "Occupational
Disease" (July 1995, Boise, ID; April 1996, New Orleans, LA)

ROLAND TELLIS

Shareholder• Baron & Budd, P.C.
Roland Tellis is Head of the Finn's Class Action Practice Group and co-manages the Finn's Los Angeles
Office. His practice focuses on complex, high-profile litigation, including consumer class actions,
financial fraud, business torts, corporate misconduct, automobile defect, food labeling, false advertising,
securities fraud and environmental contamination.
Mr. Tellis has represented clients in numerous jury trials, including several multimillion dollar disputes.
In 2005, Mr. Tellis received commendation from the U.S. Department of Justice and the Federal Bureau
of Investigation for his assistance in the successful prosecution of a $120 million securities Ponzi scheme
perpetrated by foreign currency traders. Mr. Tellis also represented a multinational food company in
litigation directed at the theft of its trade secrets by competing scientists. Mr. Tellis represented the owner
of a commercial real estate portfolio in a large-scale litigation. And Mr. Tellis also represented the Screen
Actors' Guild and members of its national board.
Mr. Tellis has become a leader in representing plaintiffs in multidistrict class action litigation and has
become a formidable force in protecting consumer rights. Mr. Tellis is lead class counsel in several
complex class action cases, including cases in the financial services sector, the automobile industry and
the food and beverage group. His experience exemplifies the depth and breadth ofresources that Baron &
Budd provides for its clients.
Some of Mr. Tellis' consumer class actions include Bias et al. v. Wells Fargo Bank, a putative class
action concerning fraud in the setting of default related bank fees; Stitt et al. v. Citibank et al., putative
class action concerning fraud in the setting of default-related bank fees; Ellis et al. v. JPMorgan Chase et
al., a putative class action concerning fraud in the setting of default-related bank fees; Payne et al. v. Bank
ofAmerica, et al., a putative class action involving manipulation of the LIBOR U.S. Dollar rate; In re
L 'Orea/ Wrinkle Cream Marketing and Sales Practices Litigation, a putative class action involving
fraudulent marketing of skin care products; In re: Avon Anti-Aging Skincare Creams and Products
Marketing and Sales Practices Litigation, a putative class action involving fraudulent marketing of skin
care products; In Re: Brazilian Blowout Litigation, where he was class counsel in a certified class action
concerning issues of fraud in connection with the sale of Brazilian Blowout hair products; Delacruz v.
Cytosport, Inc., a putative class action concerning false advertising, fraud, and misrepresentations
regarding dietary supplement products; Aarons et al. v. BMW ofNorth America, LLC et al., a putative
class action concerning premature transmission failure in MINI Cooper vehicles; In re: Alexia Foods, Inc.
Litigation, a putative class action concerning false advertising, fraud, and misrepresentations concerning
frozen food products; and in In re Volkswagen "Clean Diesel" Marketing, Sales Practices, and Products
Liability Litigation, a cases concerning allegations that Volkswagen installed software in these cars that
allowed the vehicles to "cheat" emissions tests. Volkswagen is in the process of settling these claims,
with settlement values and fines totaling in the billions of dollars.
Mr. Tellis is a leader of the team of Baron & Budd attorneys recently reaching a $50 million settlement
with Wells Fargo Bank, resolving a case alleging improper markups of fees for broker price opinions
(BPOs). A BPO is an informal type of home appraisal prepared by a real estate broker that a lender will
typically demand once a borrower defaults on a residential loan. Plaintiffs in the case alleged that their
mortgage agreements allowed Wells Fargo to pass through the costs of obtaining the BPOs from third
party real estate brokers, but Wells Fargo secretly charged more for the BPOs than the company paid for
them. Many homeowners sued, alleging violations of the Racketeering Influenced and Corrupt
Organizations (RICO) Act as well as fraud. Plaintiffs' RICO claim was certified as a class action months
earlier. Under the terms of the settlement, Wells Fargo will be required to automatically mail checks to
more than 250,000 mortgage holders, and class members will not need to fill out a claim form or provide
any other type of documentation in order to obtain compensation.

ROLAND TELLIS

Shareholder• Baron & Budd, P.C.
Mr. Tellis served on the Board of Governors of the Association of Business Trial Lawyers and is a
Lawyer Representative to the Ninth Circuit Judicial Conference. Mr. Tellis is also Co-Chair of the
Settlement Panel of the United States District Court for the Central District of California.
Mr. Tellis is a faculty member of the Practicing Law Institute and was Chair of an annual program
entitled "Taking and Defending Depositions." He was selected for the 2017 edition of The Best Lawyers
in America and recognized as a "Rising Star" from 2004-2007 (Thompson Reuters) and a "Super
Lawyer" from 2008-2017 (Thompson Reuters).
Mr. Tellis earned a J.D. from the University of California, Hastings College of Law in 1996 and a B.S.
from the University of California, Los Angeles in 1992. He is licensed in the state of California and also
is admitted to practice in U.S. District Court for the Districts of Central, Northern and Southern
California.

Thomas M. Sims
Shareholder• Baron & Budd, P.C.

EDUCATION
University of Texas - School of Law (J.D. 1999) (with honors)
New College of Florida (B.A. 1996)

BAR & COURT ADMISSIONS
California
Texas
U.S. District Court for the Northern, Southern, Eastern & Western Districts of Texas
U.S. District Court for the Northern, Eastern & Central Districts of California

HONORS & AWARDS
Trial Lawyer of the Year (Trial Lawyers for Public Justice, 2006)
Texas Rising Star (Law & Politics Media, Inc., 2005, 2010)
Cain Fellowship (University of Texas, 1997)

REPORTED CASES & SIGNIFICANT TRIALS
San Francisco Unified School District, ex rel. Contreras v. Laidlaw Transit, Inc.
182 Cal. App. 4th 438 (Cal.App. 2010)
San Francisco Unified School District, ex rel. Contreras v. Laidlaw Transit, Inc.
213 Cal. App. 4th 1212 (Cal.App. 2013)
Environmental Law Foundation, et al. v. Laidlaw Transit, Inc., et al.
No. 06-451832 (Super. Ct., San Fran.)
Smith, et al. v. Tucson Airport Authority
No. C-251422 (Super. Ct., Pima County, Ariz.)
Fullen, et al. v. Philips Elec. N Am. Corp.
266 F.Supp.2d 471 (N.D.W. Va. 2002)
In re Katrina Canal Breaches Consolidated Litigation
647 F.Supp.2d 644 (W.D. La. 2009)

.. - ·

About THOMAS M. SIMS
Tom spent his first decade at Baron & Budd litigating complex environmental cases. He was
lead counsel in one of the largest California Proposition 65 cases in history, representing three
environmental groups in their efforts to reduce diesel exhaust emissions from school buses. Tom has
also worked on behalf of communities that were harmed by toxic releases from nearby industrial
activities. In 2006, Tom received the Trial Lawyer of the Year award from the non-profit Trial
Lawyers for Public Justice in connection with his work on a long-running insurance coverage dispute.
Originally filed in 1985, the case involved groundwater contamination of public aquifers in Tucson,
Arizona. As a result of the efforts of Tom and his co-counsel, the case finally settled in 2005. During
the intervening twenty years, Baron & Budd won two trials and prevailed on three separate appeals.
Tom also represented the Governor of the State of Louisiana in his efforts to secure natural resource
damages resulting from the BP Oil Spill.
Tom has also represented whistleblowers under state and federal false claims acts. He
represented two mechanics that alleged their former employer, the largest school bus operator in the
country, consistently shortcut health and safety procedures in order to increase profits. In connection
with his work on that case, Tom persuaded the California Court of Appeals to adopt the theory of
implied certification as a basis for liability under the California False Claims, the first time a
California court adopted this theory; the case settled in favor of Mr. Sims' clients in 2015.
In 2009, Tom was part of the distinguished trial team for the month-long trial of Robinson v.
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Civil Action No. 06-2268, in Federal Court in New Orleans,
Louisiana, seeking compensation on behalf of local residents for damages incurred in the aftermath of
Hurricane Katrina as the result of the negligence of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers with respect to
the maintenance and operation of the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet (MR-GO) navigational channel.
Tom currently devotes the majority of his time to seeking compensation on behalf of
individuals and public entities that have been harmed by unsafe prescription drugs. He was part of the
litigation team that helped seven states' attorneys general recover a $177 million settlement against
GSK regarding its fraudulent marketing of the diabetes drug Avandia. In 2016, Tom was appointed to
the Plaintiffs' Steering Committee for In Re: Fluoroquinolone Products Liability Litigation, MDL
2642. Baron & Budd was the first law firm to represent the many men and women who developed
peripheral neuropathy as a result of Fluoroquinolone use.
While in law school, Tom was actively involved in the many legal clinics available to
students, including the Domestic Violence, Juvenile Justice and Children's Rights Clinics. He was
also active in his school's Public Interest Law Association, where he was a member of the board and
also co-chaired the group's annual Public Interest Law Conference.

:
Tom is married and the proud father of three children. In his spare time he enjoys taking his
family on trips to explore Austin's hill country. As a former Army brat, Tom enjoys traveling and was
able to complete a six-month trip around the world with his wife a few years ago.

S. Ann Saucer, Esq.
Of Counsel • Baron & Budd, P.C.

Education

Loyola University School of Law, Juris Doctorate, summa cum laude, 1991 (Articles
Editor, Loyola Law Review, 1990-1991)
University of New Orleans, Bachelor of Science (Chemistry), 1985
Professional Background

Attorney, admitted to the Texas Bar in 1996 (Bar No. 00797885) and the Louisiana Bar in
1992 (Bar No. 21368)
Baron & Budd, P.C., Of Counsel (present), Shareholder (2003 - 2006), Associate (2000 2003)
Silber Pearlman, P.C., Partner (2000), Associate (1996 - 1999)
Powell & Associates, Associate ( 1994 - 1996)
Stone, Pigman, Walther, Wittmann & Hutchinson, Associate (1992 - 1994)
Law Clerk to the Honorable Henry A. Politz, Chief Judge of the United States Fifth Circuit
Court of Appeals (1991 - 1992)
S. Ann Saucer's practice focuses on appellate advocacy and briefing in complex litigation. She
has successfully argued before the United States Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, United States
Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals, state appellate courts, and federal and state trial courts. Ms.
Saucer was a key author of the federal court briefing defending the rights of Fen-Phen victims in
the renegotiated AHP class action settlement, and was asked to speak at Fen-Phen litigation
seminars. She also has spoken and published on federal procedural issues, and her background
covers the spectrum of environmental law, consumer protection, product liability, and toxic torts.
Ms. Saucer graduated first in her class from Loyola University School of Law, New Orleans and
clerked for the Chief Judge of the United States Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals.
Ms. Saucer is licensed in the states of Texas and Louisiana and admitted to the following federal
jurisdictions:
U.S. Court of Appeals for the First Circuit
U.S . Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit
U.S . Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit
U.S . District Court - Northern District of Texas
U.S. District Court- Eastern District of Texas
U.S . District Court - Eastern District of Louisiana
U.S. District Court- Western District of Louisiana
U.S. District Court - Eastern District of Michigan

Mark Pifko
Of Counsel • Baron & Budd, P.C.

15910 Ventura Blvd., Suite 1600 Encino, California 91436 I (818) 839-2325 I mpifko@baronbudd.com

Experience
OF COUNSEL I BARON & BUDD I 2011- PRESENT
Mark Pifko has made a name for himself as a staunch advocate for consumers' rights. Mr. Pifko has
more than ten years of experience litigating complex, multi-party, multi-district and class action cases.
Mr. Pifko spent the first seven years of his career representing some of the world's largest companies,
but in 2010, he left his position at Arnold & Porter LLP so that he could devote his entire practice to
representing the interests of plaintiffs. Mr. Pifko brings his extensive defense side knowledge and a
passion for plaintiffs to every case.
Since joining Baron & Budd's Los Angeles office in 2011, Mark Pifko has taken on powerful
corporations in class action cases concerning a wide range of products and services, including,
banking, motor vehicles, food products and cosmetics. Mr. Pifko's experience on both sides of the
courtroom encompasses more than fifty significant complex and class action lawsuits. In addition to
his litigation work, Mr. Pifko is a talented writer whose articles on class action law and consumer
advocacy have been published in California Lawyer magazine and the Daily Journal newspaper.
Prosecutes high-profile complex and class action cases against multi-national corporations.
Serves as co-lead attorney representing a group of plaintiffs in a certified class action brought on
behalf of owners and lessees of popular Nissan sedans and trucks concerning engine defects.
Co-leads prosecution of putative class of mortgage borrowers in a nationwide RICO case against
Ocwen Financial Corporation and Ocwen Loan Servicing concerning allegations that they unlawfully
charged homeowners undisclosed markups for title searches and broker's price opinions and
misapplied payments in violation of the terms of homeowners' deeds of trust.
Co-leads prosecution of a putative class action case against Alere, the maker of IN Ratio PT/INR
Monitors, which alleges that the monitors, which were supposedly designed to help patients who have
been prescribed blood-thinners monitor their blood-clotting times, produced erroneous, untrustworthy
results, placing patients at risk of serious injury or death.
Co-leads the prosecution of a putative class action brought on behalf of mortgage borrowers against
Countrywide Financial asserting RICO claims concerning an alleged scheme to charge homeowners
for fraudulently generated appraisal reports.
Secured millions of dollars for victims of corporate wrongdoing and affected changes in the automotive,
financial services, and food and beverage industries, including, most recently, successfully obtaining a
$50 million non-reversionary common fund settlement from Wells Fargo in a RICO class action case.
ATTORNEY I ARNOLD & PORTER LLP /BINGHAM MCCUTCHEN I 2003-2010
Moved firms with ten-member practice group.
Represented some of the world's largest companies in high-stakes litigation.
Worked with advertising agencies and scientific experts in connection with defending corporate clients.
Successfully represented prevailing parties in Buckland v. Threshold Enterprises, Ltd., 155 Cal. App.
4th 798 (2007), a case interpreting California's consumer protection statutes.

Education
University of California, Santa Barbara (B.S., 2000)
· University of California, Hastings College of Law (J.D., 2003)

Bar & Court Admissions
California
United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit
United States District Court for the Southern, Central, Eastern, and Northern and Districts of California
United States District Court for the Eastern District of Texas

Awards & Recognition
Law360, Rising Stars 2016
· Super Lawyers, Rising Stars Southern California (Thompson Reuters) 2013-2017

Professional Associations
American Bar Association
California State Bar
Los Angeles County Bar Association

Selected Publications
"Game On!," Daily Journal (March 14, 2011)
"Getting What You Paid For," California Lawyer (February 2010)
"AHPA Members Fight California 'Shakedown' Lawsuit: Potential Industry-wide Benefits," American
Herbal Products Association (APHA) Report (October 2006)

Speaking Engagements
American Bar Association, 2016 Class Action Litigation in America - A National Symposium
Bridgeport Continuing Education, 2014 Class Action Litigation & Management Conference, Preparing
and Defending Initial Pleadings: The Opening Salvo (Plaintiffs' Side)

Alicia D. Butler
Of Counsel • Baron & Budd, P.C.

Alicia Butler has worked as an associate, shareholder, and of counsel with Baron & Budd in
numerous roles, ranging from major toxic exposure cases to other wide-sweeping consumer
cases. Currently, Ms. Butler focuses on pharmaceutical litigation, as well as whistleblower/qui
tam cases and Medicare fraud cases.
Previously, Ms. Butler worked on a variety of toxic exposure cases with Baron & Budd that
impacted thousands of people harmed by dangerous toxins. She represented hundreds
of residents in a Pennsylvania community contaminated by radiation from local nuclear
fuel facilities. She has also represented more than 1,500 workers suffering from health
problems associated with arsenic, asbestos, benzene, beryllium, lead, mercury, and silica
exposure at a plant in West Virginia. Ms. Butler has experience working with public entities,
as she helped achieve a major settlement on behalf of the City of Santa Monica to hold
the oil industry accountable for MTBE contamination in the local water supply.
Ms. Butler currently serves as a pro bono legal adviser to the Workers' Defense Project in Austin,
Texas in the area of occupational safety and health issues.
Ms. Butler earned her J.D., with honors, from the University of Texas School of Law (1996). She
also holds a B.A. in English and Sociology from Rice University, where she graduated magna cum
laude (1992).
Prior to joining Baron & Budd as an associate in 1998, she served as a Briefing Attorney to Justice
Rose Spector of the Texas Supreme Court (1996-97), and as an Americorps*VISTA volunteer
at Bexar County Legal Aid (1997-98).
Licensed to practice in Texas ( 1996)
Admitted to practice:
Western District of Texas (1997)
Third Circuit Court of Appeals (2000)
Northern District of Texas (2011)

DANIEL}. MACDONALD

Associate • Baron & Budd, P.C.

EDUCATION

•
•

The George Washington University Law School, JD., 2009
The University of Texas at Austin, B.A. with Honors, 2006

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY

•

Baron & Budd, P.C.
Dallas, TX
Associate, 2015 - Present

•

Adams & Martin
Dallas, TX
Contract Attorney, 2014 - 2015

•

Special Counsel
Dallas, TX
Contract Attorney, 2013 - 2015

•

United States District Court for the District of Columbia
Washington, D.C.
Law Clerk, Pro Se Unit, 2010- 2012
Law Clerk, Chief Judge Royce C. Lamberth, 2009-2010

BAR AND COURT ADMISSIONS

State Bar:
Court Bar:

Texas
United States District Court for the District of Columbia

ABOUT DANIEL MACDONALD

At Baron & Budd, Daniel focuses on litigation against manufacturers of dangerous drugs and
medical devices. Daniel has worked on multidistrict litigation representing plaintiffs asserting
pharmaceutical tort claims involving numerous products, including inferior vena cava (IVC)
filters, the Essure birth control device, fluoroquinolones, GranuFlo, proton-pump inhibitors,
Risperdal, Xarelto, and Zofran. Daniel has taken a particularly active role in IVC multidistrict
litigation, working closely with the members of plaintiffs' steering committees in multiple cases
by researching and drafting memoranda, motions, and orders on significant legal issues;
searching and analyzing large document productions; managing document-review projects; and
preparing for multiple depositions of fact and expert witnesses. Daniel has also worked on
litigation representing municipalities asserting fraud and consumer-law claims against drug and
device manufacturers.

James M. "Mike" Papantonio
Senior Partner
James M. "Mike" Papantonio is a senior partner
with the law firm of Levin Papantonio. He has
received numerous multi-million dollar verdicts
on behalf of victims of corporate malfeasance.
His award-winning work handling thousands of
mass tort cases throughout the nation has
helped make Levin Papantonio one of the
largest plaintiff law firms in the country.
Mr. Papantonio is a Board Certified Civil Trial
Lawyer by the Florida Bar and the National
Board of Trial Advocacy. He is a fellow in the
International Academy of Trial Lawyers and the
International Society of Barristers. He is a
member of The National Trial Lawyers (past
president), American Board of Trial Advocates,
the American Association for Justice, the
Southern Trial Lawyers Association, and the
Florida Justice Association (where he served on
the board of directors for five years).
Mr. Papantonio is one of the few living attorneys inducted into the Trial Lawyer Hall
of Fame. He is listed in the publications Best Lawyers in America and Leading
American Attorney.
In 2017, Mr. Papantonio and the firm's C8 trial team helped secure a $920 million
dollar settlement against DuPont, related to the company's West Virginia plant
discharging the chemical PFOA (C8) into the air and water around the Ohio River
Valley and exposing citizens to this toxic Teflon chemical.
In 2016, Levin Papantonio won the Special Litigation (Environmental) category in
the National Law Journal Elite Trial Lawyers recognition program, after Mr.
Papantonio led the firm's C8 trial team to one of several successful trials against
DuPont.

In 2015, Mr. Papantonio was inducted into the National Trial Lawyers' Hall of Fame.
He also was awarded the Defender of Justice Award by the American Association for
Justice.
In 2014, the Stephen and Sandra Sheller Center of Temple University Beasley School
of Law presented Mr. Papantonio with the Inaugural Award for Social Justice,
honoring him for his outstanding contributions to social justice.
In 2012, Mr. Papantonio became President of The National Trial Lawyers.
In 2011, Mr. Papantonio was awarded the Perry Nichols Award, the highest honor
given by the Florida Justice Association. The award recognizes individuals who fight
valiantly and with distinction for justice throughout their lives.
In 2008, Mr. Papantonio was selected by the Public Justice Foundation as a finalist
for its Trial Lawyer of the Year Award.
In 2007, as lead trial counsel in the environmental class action case of Perrine v.
Dupont, Mr. Papantonio received a jury verdict for a West Virginia community with
an estimated value in excess of $380 million.
Mr. Papantonio is the founder of the cutting edge continuing legal education seminar
organization, Mass Torts Made Perfect, which has and continues to train thousands of
lawyers in how to better their legal practice. The organization has hosted speakers
such as former President Bill Clinton, James Carville, Johnnie Cochran, Bob
Woodward, Elliot Spitzer, Jack Kemp, Al Sharpton, Arianna Huffington, Dick
Morris, Paul Begala, and Dan Rather
Mr. Papantonio is an author of four motivational books for lawyers, and a series of
legal thrillers. He is also co-author of Air America: The Playbook, which was listed
by The New York Times as a Political Best Seller.
Mr. Papantonio is the host of the international television show America's Lawyer,
where he provides in-depth investigations into major corporate and government
corruption. He is also the host of the nationally syndicated radio program Ring of
Fire, along with Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. and Sam Seder.
Mr. Papantonio has conducted hundreds of recorded interviews with guests including
Erin Brockovich, Dan Rather, Helen Thomas, Howard Zinn, Arianna Huffington,
Mary Chapin Carpenter, David Crosby, Merle Haggard, Morgan Spurlock, John

Edwards, Bill Moyers, Rickie Lee Jones, Alanis Morissette, Pete Seeger, Jackson
Browne, Chuck D from Public Enemy, Henry Rollins, Ted Sorensen, and Elizabeth
Kucinich.
Mr. Papantonio 's role on Ring of Fire is featured in the movie, Jesus Camp, which
was nominated for the 2007 Academy Award for Documentary Feature. As a political
commentator, he has frequently appeared on MSNBC, Free Speech TV, RT America
Network, and Fox News.

Certification/Specialties
•

Board Certified Trial Lawyer, Florida Bar

•

Board Certified Trial Lawyer, National Board of Trial Advocacy

Court Admissions
•

Florida

•

U.S. District Court, Middle District of Florida

•

U.S. District Court, Northern District of Florida

•

U.S. Court of Appeals, 11th Circuit

Education
•

Cumberland School of Law, Samford University; Birmingham, Alabama
Honors: Head of the Trial Advocacy Department

•

University of Florida

Professional Associations and Memberships
•

International Academy of Trial Lawyers

•

International Society of Barristers

•

National Trial Lawyers Association

•

American Board of Trial Advocates

•

American Justice Association

•

Southern Trial Lawyers Association

•

Florida Justice Association

Honors and Awards
•

Special Litigation (Environmental) category in the National Law Journal Elite
Trial Lawyers recognition program (2016)

•

Defender of Justice Award by the American Association for Justice (2015)

•

Inducted into the National Trial Lawyers' Hall of Fame (2015)

•

Temple University Beasley School of Law Inaugural Award for Social Justice
(2014)

•

President of the National Trial Lawyers Association (2012)

•

Perry Nichols Award by the Florida Justice Association (2011)

•

Public Justice Foundation, Trial Lawyer of the Year finalist (2008)

•

Best Lawyers in America

•

Leading American Attorney

Published Works
•

Law and Disorder

•

In Search of Atticus Finch - A Motivational Book for Lawyers

•

Clarence Darrow, The Journeyman - Lessons for the Modem Lawyer

•

Resurrecting AESOP - Fables Lawyers Should Remember

•

Closing Arguments - The Last Battle (co-author)

•

Defenses You Can Count on in an Asbestosis Case

•

How to Prove a Sick Building Case

Peter J. Mougey
Shareholder
Peter J. Mougey is recognized as one of
Florida's top 100 trial lawyers, a Florida Super
Lawyer in securities litigation, Florida Trends
Legal Elite, and the former President of the
national securities bar association Public
Investors Arbitration Bar Association (PIABA).
In addition, Mr. Mougey has been rated AV
Preeminent by his peers through MartindaleHubbell. He is a shareholder with Levin,
Papantonio, Thomas, Mitchell, Rafferty &
Proctor and is head of the Securities & Business
Litigation Department.
Mr. Mougey concentrates his practice in the
areas of financial services and securities
litigation, whistleblower or qui tam litigation, as
well as complex business litigation. Over the
last five years, Mr. Mougey has represented
approximately 50 state, municipal, and
institutional investors in financial services litigation and arbitration. In addition, he
has represented more than one thousand securities fraud victims in state and federal
court and securities arbitrations across the country
Mr. Mougey frequently lectures at securities and continuing legal education programs
on issues confronting the securities industry including the Dodd-Frank Wall Street
Reform Act, Broker-Dealer Regulation, Structured Finance, Discovery in Securities
Arbitration, and Quantitative Modeling to Demonstrate the Viability of Asset
Allocation Models. He was a member ofFINRA's Arbitrator Training Task Force and
presented investors' perspectives under the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform Act to
the SEC. In addition, he is qualified as a public arbitrator with FINRA.
Mr. Mougey is a member of the Board of Directors, the Executive Committee, and
currently co-chairs the Arbitration Committee of PIABA, an international

organization of attorneys dedicated to the advancement of investors' rights in the
securities industry, and has served as chairman of PIABA's NASAA Committee and
Improving Arbitration Task Force. Mr. Mougey is frequently quoted on securities
matters in national press outlets, including The Wall Street Journal, Forbes, The Los
Angeles Times, Barrons, Kiplinger, Business Week, and Investment News.
Year Joined Law Firm
•

2008

Present Position with Law Firm
•

Shareholder

Areas of Practice
•

Securities

•

Class Action

•

Qui Tam

•

Business Torts

Bar Admissions
•

Alabama

•

Florida

Certifications/Specialties
Financial Industry Regulatory Authority (FINRA) Certified Regulatory and
Compliance Professional (CRCP), 2002
Education
•

Cumberland School of Law, Samford University; Birmingham, Alabama; 1999
J.D.

•

University of Portland, 1995 M.B.A.

•

Creighton University, 1991, B.A. Finance

Classes/Seminars Taught

•

Public Investors Arbitration Bar Association Meeting Session, "Discovery and
Motion Practice," October 2003

•

Public Investors Arbitration Bar Association Meeting Session, "Hot Topics in
Margin Cases," October 2004

•

Public Investors Arbitration Bar Association Meeting Session, "Standard
Deviation, Value at Risk, and Monte Carlo; Simulations in Arbitrations,"
September 2005

•

Public Investors Arbitration Bar Association Meeting Session, "Countering
Defense Strategies: Overcoming Red-Herring Defenses," October 2007

•

Mass Torts Made Perfect, "Bond Insurance: The Municipality Rip Off," March
2009

•

Injury Board Trial Bar Conference CLE, "The Subprime Meltdown: Greed at
the Expense ofMainstreet," June 2009.

•

Public Investors Arbitration Bar Association Webinar, "Case Oversight,"
August 2009

•

Mass Torts Made Perfect, "Bond Insurance Update," October 2009

•

Public Investors Arbitration Bar Association Meeting Session, "Financial
Preferreds- Freddie, Fannie, and Others," October 2009

•

Public Investors Arbitration Bar Association Meeting Session, " NASAA
Roundtable," October 2010

•

Mass Torts Made Perfect, "Your Local Municipalities Fleeced from Issuance of
Auction Rate Securities," April 2011

•

Gulf Coast Financial Planning Association, May 2011

•

NYC Bar CLE, "Prospectus Defense," June 2011

•

Practicing Law Institute's Securities Arbitration 2011 Program, "Assessing the
Case: Arbitrate, Mediate, or Negotiate?" August 2011

•

Practicing Law Institute's Securities Arbitration 2011 Program, "The Future of
FINRA Dispute Resolution: Contraction or Growth?" August 2011

•

Mass Torts Made Perfect, "BRISA Litigation," October 2011

•

Public Investors Arbitration Bar Association Webinar, "The iPad for Lawyers,"
July 2012

•

Mass Torts Made Perfect, "A Decade of Securities Mass Torts: What We Have
Learned," October 2012

•

National Association of Trial Lawyers, "Qui Tam Litigation Update= Record
Amount Recovered From Whistleblower Claims in 2012: Identifying Claims,
Placing Your Cases, and Protecting Your Clients," January 2013

•

Mass Torts Made Perfect, "Mortgage and Foreclosure Fraud: Billions Remain
Uncollected," April 2013

•

ABA Business Law Section Annual Meeting, "Bet the Company Litigation,"
August 2013

•

Securities Law Seminar Session, "A Comparative Discussion of Pre-Hearing
Legal Issues, Strategies, and Preparation Before the Hearing: Exploring Critical
Differences Among New York, California, and Texas- Evaluating the Case and
Cross- Jurisdictional Considerations," October 2013

•

Securities Law Seminar Session, A Comparative Discussion of Broker
Defenses: Exploring the Critical Differences Among New York, Florida,
California, and Texas," October 2013

•

Public Investors Arbitration Bar Association Annual Meeting Session,
Quantitative Analysis," October 2013

•

NASAA Corporation Finance Training, "Alternative Investment Products/Due
Diligence," November 2013

•

Florida Justice Association Orlando- Workhorse Seminar, "Securities Claims in
Your Community," February 2014

•

Mass Torts Made Perfect, "Expand Your Practice in 2014 with Business Torts,"
April 2014

•

Mass Torts Made Perfect, "Expand Your Practice in 2014 with Business Torts,"
October 2014

•

Public Investors Arbitration Bar Association Annual Meeting Session, "The
UBS Bond Fund Debacle: How to Tackle a Bond Fund Case," October 2014

•

North American Securities Administrators Association, "Discussion/Debate:
What is the Proper Role of Alternative Products in Portfolios of Small
Investors," November 2014

•

North American Securities Administration Association, "Alternative Products/
Due Diligence," November 2014

Honors and Awards
•

President's Award recognizing volunteer efforts, 2007

•

Leadership Pensacola, 2003- present

•

Junior Achievement, economics instructor, 2006-present

Professional Associations and Memberships
•

Florida Bar member, Trial Lawyers section

•

Alabama Bar member, Trial Lawyers section

•

Escambia- Santa Rosa Bar Association

•

Public Investors Arbitration Bar Association
President, 2013
Board of Directors, 2006-present
Annual Meeting Committee, 2003- present
Arbitrator Recruitment Committee, 2005-present
Discovery Abuse Committee, 2004- present
Board of Directors, Young Lawyers Division, 2002-2004

•

American Bar Association

•

Association of Trial Lawyers of America, Securities Division

•

Inns of Court, 1999-2002, 2006-2007

•

Association of Retarded Citizens
President, 2011-2012
Board of Directors, 2004-present
Vice President, 2008-present
Personnel Committee, 2008-present
Executive Committee, 2006-present
Business Advisory Committee, 2006-2013

•

Junior Achievement, Economics Instructor, 2006-present

•

St. Anne Church, Adult Fair Formation, Co-Chair, 2003-2007

•

St Anne Church, Board ofDirectors, 2007-present

Representative Cases
Mr. Mougey concentrates his practice in the areas of financial services and securities
litigation, whistleblower or qui tam litigation, as well as complex business litigation.
Over the last five years, Mr. Mougey has represented approximately 50 state,
municipal, and institutional investors in financial services litigation and arbitration. In
addition, he has represented more than one thousand securities fraud victims in state
and federal court and securities arbitrations across the country.

Neil E. "Ned" McWilliams
Shareholder
Neil E. "Ned" McWilliams, Jr. is a shareholder
with Levin Papantonio, currently heading up the
C8 environmental contamination and Xarelto
pharmaceutical projects. Mr. McWilliams has
earned a national reputation in the area of mass
torts with a specialized focus in pharmaceutical
litigation. Mr. McWilliams has served on the
discovery and science committee of numerous
MDLs and as a member of the Plaintiffs
Steering Committee in both the Pradaxa MDL,
as well as the C8 MDL.

Year Joined Law Firm
•

2005

Areas of Practice
•

Environmental law

•

Mass torts

Bar Admissions
•

Florida

Education
•

Cumberland School of Law, Samford University; Birmingham, Alabama

Honors and Awards
•

Public Justice Trial Lawyer of the Year, 2008 finalist

Professional Associations and Memberships
•

The Florida Bar

•

American Bar Association

Laura S. Dunning
Of Counsel
Laura Sherling Dunning is an of counsel
attorney in the Securities and Business
Litigation practice group of Levin Papantonio.
Ms. Dunning has twice been recognized as an
Alabama Super Lawyer Rising Star in Securities
Litigation. Ms. Dunning has represented more
than 300 victims of securities fraud in the
Financial Industry Regulatory Authority
(FINRA) arbitration and in state and federal
court. She recently obtained a $1.95 million
award in FINRA arbitration for a sophisticated
investor who sustained losses in auction rate
securities.
Ms. Dunning is a frequent speaker on issues
confronting the securities industry, including
FINRA arbitration procedures, arbitrator
selection, electronic discovery and how to
vacate arbitration awards, and has served as a guest lecturer at the University of
Alabama School of Law. She is also a member of Public Investors Arbitration Bar
Association (PIABA), an international organization of attorneys dedicated to the
advancement of investors' rights in the securities industry. Ms. Dunning is licensed
to practice in Alabama and has been admitted to the United States District Courts for
the Northem, Middle, and Southern Districts of Alabama.
Ms. Dunning graduated cum laude from Rhodes College with a Bachelor of Arts in
English Literature. She received her Juris doctor from the University of Alabama
School of Law in 2005, where she served as a senior editor on the Alabama Law
Review and as a nationally competing member of the Campbell Moot Court Board.
Ms. Dunning was a member of the Bench and Bar Legal Honor Society and served as
an extern to the Honorable Sharon Lovelace Blackbum of the United States District
Court for the Northern District of Alabama.

In addition to her practice, Ms. Dunning is active in her community, serving on the
Executive Committee of the YWCA of Central Alabama's Junior Board and as an
attorney coach in the Civic Education Teen Court Project.
Year Joined Law Firm
•

2013

Present Position with Law Firm
•

Of-counsel

Areas of Practice
Ms. Dunning serves in the Securities and Business Litigation group of Levin
Papantonio and focuses primarily on representing individuals and entities seeking
financial recovery for losses from security fraud. Her clients include state and
municipal pension funds, as well as institutional and sophisticated investors.
Ms. Dunning's practice also includes complex business litigation, whistleblower,
class action, and antitrust litigation.
Bar Admissions
•

2005

Education
•

University of Alabama School of Law
Juris Doctor, 2005
Honors: Senior Editor on the Alabama Law Review
Honors: Member, Campbell Moot Court Board
Honors: Member, Bench and Bar Legal Honor Society
Honors: Dean's Community Service Award

Honors: Extern to the Honorable Sharon Lovelace Blackburn of the United
States District Court for the Northern District of Alabama
•

Rhodes College, Bachelor of Arts in English Literature, 2002
cum laude

Professional Associations and Memberships
•

United States District Courts for Northern, Middle, and Southern Districts of
Alabama, member

•

Public Investors Arbitration Bar Association, member

•

University of Alabama School of Law, guest lecturer

Classes/Seminars Taught
•

Mass Torts Made Perfect, "Hot Topics from the Headlines and how They
Impact Your Practice," April 2013

•

Florida Justice Association, "Securities Claims in Your Community: How to
Identify a Strong Claim- What's so Great About Arbitration? How We
Represent Victims of Stockbroker, Investment Fraud, and Other Financial
Fraud," February 2014

Representative Cases
•

Represented 32 hospitals in a securities action relating to subscriber equity
accounts, which resulted in a $43.7M settlement.

•

Represented a statewide pension fund in a securities action relating to a bond
fund investment, which resulted in a $25M settlement.

•

Represented 24 Florida municipal pension funds in state and federal courts in
related securities actions against major broker dealer concerning conflicts of
interest in pension consulting, which resulted in a $21 M settlement.

•

Represented individual investor in FINRA arbitration against former CEO of
global financial services firm alleging fraud and misrepresentation, which
resulted in a $1 OM settlement.

•

Represented a sophisticated investor in FINRA arbitration against Morgan
Keegan relating to an investment in Jefferson County Sewer Bond Auction
Rate Securities, which resulted in a $ l .95M FINRA award.

•

Represented an individual investor in FINRA arbitration alleging failure to
execute trade order, which resulted in a $ l .35M settlement.

•

Launched and managed a litigation support and document review company
based in Chennai, India.

Prior Employment

Prior to joining Levin Papantonio, Ms. Dunning practiced with Haskell Slaughter
Young & Rediker in Birmingham, Alabama, where her nationwide civil litigation
practice concentrated on securities matters in state and federal courts as well as AAA
and FINRA arbitration

Page A. Poerschke
Of Counsel
Page A. Poerschke is an of counsel attorney in
the Securities and Business Litigation practice
group of Levin Papantonio. Ms. Poerschke has
represented more than 60 state, municipal, and
other institutional investors in securities
litigation and arbitration. In addition, Ms.
Poerschke has represented more than 400
individual securities fraud victims in FINRA
arbitrations across the country, as well as in state
and federal court. Ms. Poerschke has been
appointed as a deputy attorney general to
represent the State of Alabama in litigation
involving companies that violated the
registration provisions of the Sale of Checks
Act.
Ms. Poerschke is a frequent speaker on issues
confronting the securities industry, including
FINRA arbitration procedures, arbitrator selection, electronic discovery, and has
served as a guest lecturer at the University of Alabama School of Law and the
Birmingham Bar Association. She is a member of the Public Investors Arbitration
Bar Association (PIABA), an organization of attorneys dedicated to the advancement
of investors' rights in the securities industry.
Ms. Poerschke graduated from the University of Alabama with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in History. She received her Juris doctor from the University of Alabama
School of Law in 1997. In addition, she earned the Certified Regulatory Compliance
Professional (CRCP) designation from the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority
(FINRA) Institute at Wharton.
Year Joined Law Firm
•

2013

Present Position with Law Firm
•

Of-Counsel

Areas of Practice
•

Securities

•

Class Actions

•

Qui Tam

•

Business Torts

Bar Admissions
•

Alabama

Certification/Specialties
•

FINRA Certified Regulatory and Compliance Professional (CRCP), December
2010

Education
•

University of Alabama School of Law, Juris Doctor, May 1997

•

University of Alabama, Bachelor of Arts in History, May 1993

Honors and Awards
•

Bench & Bar Legal Society, member

•

Student Bar Association, secretary

Classes/Seminars Taught
•

Mass Torts Made Perfect, "Stealing Millions One Dollar at a Time: How to
Represent Your Municipal Pension Fund," April 2013

•

Florida Justice Association, "E-discovery: How to Streamline Production and
Reduce Costs - Electronically Stored Information (ESI) - Guidelines and
Protocols," February 2014

•

Mass Torts Made Perfect, "Ponzi Schemes: Recovering Investor Losses from
Third Parties," October 2014

•

Public Investors Arbitration Bar Association Annual Meeting, "Computerized
Compliance Systems," October 2014

•

Public Investors Arbitration Bar Association Webcast, "Taking the Mystery Out
of eDiscovery," February 2015

Professional Associations and Memberships
•

Public Investors Arbitration Bar Association, member

•

Birmingham Bar Association, guest lecturer

•

University of Alabama School of Law, guest lecturer

Representative Cases
Ms. Poerschke has obtained over $300 million for clients in settlements and verdicts.
Her representative engagements include the following:
•

Represented a statewide pension system in suit against WorldCom's
underwriters and auditors, which resulted in a settlement of $111 M (90%
recovery of loss).

•

Represented a statewide pension system in a suit against Bank of America
Corp., Citigroup Inc., Credit Suisse First Boston, J.P. Morgan Chase & Co., and
Merrill Lynch & Co relating to investments in Enron securities, which resulted
in a settlement of $49M (86% recovery of loss).

•

Represented 32 hospitals in a securities action relating to
accounts, which resulted in a $43. 7M settlement.

•

Represented statewide pension fund in a state court action, which resulted in a
$25M settlement.

subscrib~r

equity

•

Represented 24 municipal pension funds in state court actions, which resulted
in a $21 M settlement.

•

Represented 40 investors in a private placement transaction against issuer,
which resulted in a $12.SM settlement.

•

Represented an individual investor in FINRA arbitration alleging failure to
execute trade order, which resulted in a $ l .35M settlement.

•

Represented individual investor in FINRA arbitration against former CEO of
global financial services firm alleging fraud and misrepresentation, which
resulted in a $1 OM settlement.

•

Appointed as a deputy attorney general in litigation involving companies that
have violated the registration provision of the Sale of Checks Act.

•

Launched and managed LexMatrix, a litigation support and document review
company based in Chennai, India.

Prior Employment
Prior to joining Levin Papantonio, Ms. Poerschke was an equity member at the law
firm of Haskell, Slaughter & Young, LLC in Birmingham, Alabama, where her
nationwide civil litigation practice concentrated on securities matters in state and
federal courts as well as AAA and FINRA arbitration. She also served as a law clerk
to the Honorable Terry L. Butts of the Alabama Supreme Court.

Archie C. Lamb, Jr.
Of Counsel
Archie was the designated lead counsel in this
massive HMO RICO (Racketeer Influenced
Corrupt Organization Act) lawsuit. The case
included over 60 healthcare companies and
Archie was responsible for overseeing 26 law
firms and over 170 lawyers in the prosecution of
this case.
As lead negotiator in the HMO cases, he
successfully resolved the claims with benefits to
the class estimated to exceed $2 billion dollars.
Archie's clients included the California Medical
Association, Texas Medical Association,
Medical Association of Georgia, Florida
Medical Association, Louisiana State Medical
Society, College of Physicians and Surgeons of
Puerto Rico, and a large class of individual
physicians and physician groups as well as
independent pharmacists.
The first recipient of the California Medical Association's prestigious President's
Award, Archie is a sought after speaker on legal issues facing healthcare
professionals. He has appeared before the American Medical Association as well as
numerous state and local medical associations, bar groups, and legal and medical
educational seminars.
Archie's expertise in the healthcare arena has resulted in appearances on CNN and
National Public Radio, as well as many regional and local television and radio
programs. Litigation in which Archie has been involved has been featured in the
American Bar Association Journal and other regional and local publications. He is a
frequent contributor to business and legal publications in the area of healthcare law.
Archie attended Northeast Mississippi Junior College from 1973-75 on an athletic
scholarship and played football and baseball. Archie attended Millsaps College on an

athletic scholarship and played football and baseball, and is now a member of the
school's Sports Hall of Fame. He received his Juris Doctorate from Cumberland
School of Law in Birmingham, Alabama in 1987. Licensed in Alabama and Florida,
Archie is a member of the Birmingham and American Bar Associations; the Florida
Bar; the Alabama State Bar; the Alabama Trial Lawyers Association, and the
American Justice Association. Archie is admitted to practice before the Supreme
Court, Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals, and all Alabama and Florida state and
federal district courts.

Jeff R. Gaddy
Associate Attorney
Jeff Gaddy is an associate attorney with Levin
Papantonio. He earned a Bachelor of Science
degree in Business Administration from Auburn
University where he graduated magna cum
laude with a major in Human Resource
Management. Mr. Gaddy then received his Juris
Doctorate from the University of Mississippi in
2007, graduating cum laude.
Upon graduation from law school, Mr. Gaddy
moved to Pensacola, Florida, and spent eight
years as an Assistant State Attorney at the Office
of the State Attorney of the First Judicial Circuit
where he served as a special prosecutor in the
Homicide and Major Crimes Division. During
his time as a prosecutor, Mr. Gaddy tried over
one hundred jury trials to verdict.
Since joining Levin Papantonio, Mr. Gaddy has focused his practice on mass tort
litigation, specifically in the areas of pelvic mesh and Actos bladder cancer cases.
Year Joined Law Firm
•

2015

Present Position with Law Firm
•

Associate

Areas of Practice
•

Mass Torts

Bar Admissions

•

Florida

•

Mississippi

Education

•

Juris Doctor, University of Mississippi School of Law; Oxford, Mississippi;
2007
Honors: Cum Laude
Honors: Dean's Scholarship Recipient
Honors: Outstanding Student Award, Criminal Law, Spring 2005

•

Bachelor of Science, Human Resource Management; Auburn University,
Auburn, Alabama; 2004
Honors: Magna Cum Laude

Professional Associations and Honors

•

Florida Bar, Member

•

Mississippi Bar, Member

•

Seville Rotary Club, Member

•

Inns of Court, Member 2013-2014

•

Independent News Rising Star, 2012

GREENE KETCHUM
FARRELL BAILEY & TWEEL LLP
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For 60 years, Greene, Ketchum, Farrell, Bailey & Tweel LLP has been committed to fighting for
justice for their clients, and has been a highly esteemed pillar in the community. The firm's
attorneys have served on numerous legal and educational boards in West Virginia, including
West Virginia State Bar Board of Governors; the West Virginia Ethics Commission; West
Virginia Law Institute's Governing Council; West Virginia Judicial Vacancy Advisory
Commission; West Virginia Association for Justice Board of Governors; Marshall University
Foundation, Inc.; The Society of Yeager Scholars at Marshall University; the Faculty Merit
Foundation of West Virginia, Inc. (selects higher education's "Professor of the Year"); the
Marshall University Graduate School Advisory Board; Hospice of Huntington; and the Cabell
County American Cancer Society.
Greene Ketchum attorneys have successfully tried numerous civil cases to verdict in state and
federal courts. Their skilled advocacy has returned millions of dollars in verdicts for their clients
in both trial settings and settlements. The firm's attorneys have been recognized by legal
organizations for excellence and included in The National Advocates Top 100 Trial Lawyers and
West Virginia Super Lawyers®.

GREENE KETCHUM
FARRELL BAILEY & TWEEL LLP

Paul Farrell, Jr.
Paul Farrell, Jr. is a West Virginia trial lawyer and partner at Greene, Ketchum, Farrell, Bailey &
Tweel, LLP in Huntington, West Virginia. Mr. Farrell is recognized as a premier trial lawyer in
the field of medical malpractice and appellate advocacy, making some thirty (30) appearances
before the West Virginia Supreme Court. He has been a frequent presenter at legal education
seminars and since 2004 has served on the West Virginia Continuing Legal Education
Commission.
Mr. Farrell filed some of the first transvaginal mesh (TVM) cases in the country and served as
liaison counsel on the executive committee for the 7 Pelvic Repair System Products Liability
MDLs in Charleston, West Virginia. These MDLs consolidated 80,000 cases and resulted in
several multi-million dollar jury verdicts. Mr. Farrell served as trial counsel for the TVM
litigation, successfully trying 2 bellwether cases to verdicts in excess of $20 million.
Mr. Farrell recently filed the first cases in the country on behalf of public entities against the
wholesale distributors of prescription opiates in southern West Virginia and is focusing his
efforts to abate the nationwide opioid epidemic.
Mr. Farrell is a graduate of the University of Notre Dame (1994) and West Virginia University
College of Law (1997) and licensed to practice law in West Virginia, Ohio and Kentucky. He
was named West Virginia Association for Justice Trial Lawyer of the Year (2002) and served as
the President of the West Virginia Association for Justice (2011-2012).

GREENE KETCHUM
FARRELL BAILEY & TWEEL LLP

Bert Ketchum
Bert Ketchum a partner at Greene, Ketchum, Farrell, Bailey & Tweet, LLP in Huntington, West
Virginia, is an experienced trial lawyer who has tried cases to juries in the state and federal
courts of West Virginia, Ohio and Kentucky including, but not limited to, wrongful death, motor
vehicle accidents, mining accidents, medical malpractice, workplace injuries, eminent domain,
insurance disputes and murder. Mr. Ketchum's appellate experience includes arguing cases
before the West Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals and the United States Fourth Circuit Court
of Appeals.
Mr. Ketchum was honored in 2007 as one of West Virginia's 40 best and brightest professionals
under 40. In 2009, he was selected for membership into The National Trial Lawyers Top 100
Trial Lawyers in West Virginia. He was also selected for inclusion into the West Virginia Super
Lawyers in 2010, for membership into the National Advocates Top 100 Trial Lawyers in 2014
and for membership into the Nation's Top 1%in2015. Mr. Ketchum currently serves on the
West Virginia Law Institute's Governing Council, the West Virginia Judicial Vacancy Advisory
Commission, the West Virginia Association for Justice Board of Governors and the WV Public
Defender Corporation Board of Directors for the 6th and 24th Judicial Circuits. He is also a
member of the American Association for Justice Construction Site Accident Litigation Group
·
and a past President of the Cabell County Bar Association.
In addition to his many community services, Mr. Ketchum was elected to the Faculty Merit
Foundation of West Virginia in 2012. Mr. Ketchum is a graduate of Ohio University and the
John Marshall Law School in Atlanta.

HPCB I D

Hill, Peterson, Carper, Bee & Deitzler, PLLC

The Law Firm of Hill, Peterson, Carper, Bee & Deitzler, PLLC, began in 1980, when senior
partner, R. Edison Hill, departed a large corporate and insurance defense firm to begin a small
personal injury practice. The firm's attorneys represent individuals and families in many diverse
areas of complex litigation including water contamination, personal injury, pharmaceutical and
defective medical devices, and medical malpractice. The firm's attorneys were awarded the
prestigious Trial Lawyer of the Year award by Public Justice in 2005 for their work on the
successful class action litigation Leach, et al. v. E. I. du Pont de Nemours and Company
involving representation of plaintiffs who suffered various cancers and other illnesses due to
exposure through drinking water to the chemical ammonium perfluorooctanoate ("PFOA" or "C8"), a chemical utilized in the manufacture of Teflon. The firm's attorneys also served on the
Plaintiffs Steering Committee for In re: E. l Dupont de Nemours and Company C-8 Personal
Injury Litigation, which has reached a global settlement of close to $1 billion. Hill, Peterson,
Carper, Bee & Deitzler, PLLC, has been designated by "Benchmark Plaintiff' (The Definitive
Guide To American Leading Plaintiff Firms & Attorneys) as one of West Virginia's three top
and "highly recommended" litigation law firms.
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HPCB I D
R. Edison (Ed) Hill

R. Edison (Ed) Hill is a trial attorney and the founder and a member/partner of Hill, Peterson,
Carper, Bee & Deitzler, PLLC. Mr. Hill has served as class action counsel for numerous certified
class actions, including Burch, et al. v. American Home Products Corp, et al. (Fen-Phen Diet
Drug Litigation), the largest pharmaceutical class action in the history of West Virginia, and
Leach, et al. v. E. I. du Pont de Nemours and Company. He also serves on the Plaintiffs Steering
Committee for In re: E. I. Dupont de Nemours and Company C-8 Personal Injury Litigation,
which recently reached a settlement valued at nearly $1 billion. Mr. Hill was named as one of
"America's 100 Most Influential Trial Lawyers" by The Trial Lawyer's RoundTable in 2017 and
has been designated as one of West Virginia's twelve "Litigation Stars" by Benchmark Plaintiff
(The Definitive Guide To American Leading Plaintiff Firms & Attorneys). He has also been
named as a Fellow of the West Virginia Bar Foundation, awarded to "lawyers whose
professional, public and private careers have demonstrated outstanding dedication to the welfare
of their communities and honorable service to the legal profession with the individuals selected
reflecting the diverse nature of the legal profession in West Virginia."
Mr. Hill is involved in many legal professional organizations, including American Association
for Justice (Life Member), National Trial Lawyers Association (Executive Committee Member),
West Virginia Trial Lawyers Association (Past-President and current Board of Governors
member), Public Justice Foundation, Lawyer-Pilots Bar Association, Southern Trial Lawyers
Association and the Consumer Attorneys of West Virginia. He has been named a West Virginia
Super Lawyer® each year from 2009 the present. He also serves as Chairman for the Central
West Virginia Regional Airport Authority, which is the governing board for Yeager Airport,
located in Charleston, West Virginia. He has served on the Yeager Airport Board of Directors
since 1993.

HPCBID
James C. Peterson
James C. Peterson has been a member/partner at Hill, Peterson, Carper, Bee & Deitzler, PLLC
since 1983, focusing his legal practice on litigation of severe personal injury, medical/legal
malpractice, product liability, insurance bad faith, mass tort/class action involving defective
products, pharmaceuticals and insurance issues. He served as co-lead counsel for on the
settlement of the largest pharmaceutical class action litigation in the history of the State of West
Virginia, involving the diet drug Fen-Phen (Burch, et al. v. American Home Products
Corporation, et al.). Settlements and verdicts handled on behalf of his firm Hill & Peterson or on
a co-counsel basis exceeds $1.6 billion. Representative mass tort/class action in addition to
Burch includes McCallister, et al., v. Purdue-Pharma, Inc., et al. (Oxycontin - potent pain killer
drug); VIOX){ Products Liability Litigation, MDL 1657 (osteo-arthritic pain medication); In Re:
E. I. Dupont de Nemours and Company C-8 Personal Injury Litigation, MDL 2433 (involving
representation of 3,500 plaintiffs who suffered various cancers and other illnesses due to
exposure to C-8, a chemical used in the manufacture of Teflon, in public drinking water; global
settlement reach in 2017 for close to $1 billion.); and Good v. American Water Works Company,
Inc., et al., Case No. 2:14-CV-01374 (putative class alleging economic and personal injury loss
due to water contamination, tentative settlement reached Fall 2016, for over 250,000 residents
and businesses in the 9-county area).
Mr. Peterson has been board-certified as a civil trial specialist by the National Board of Trial
Advocacy (NBTA) since 1990; named member of the year by the West Virginia Trial Lawyers
Association in both 1988 and 1993; served in a variety of positions with both state and national
trial lawyer organizations, including president of the West Virginia Trial Lawyers' Association
(1996-1997); and admitted to practice in the states of Minnesota, Ohio, and West Virginia. Since
1987, Mr. Peterson has presented over 40 papers and articles nationwide on various legal topics
in over two dozen states. He authored a chapter for a National Brain Injury Association
publication involving hedonic damages, and an article on the same for TRIAL Magazine
(published by American Association for Justice). Mr. Peterson is recognized as a life member of
American Association for Justice (AAJ), an honor bestowed on approximately 50 lawyers for
that nationwide trial organization. He was selected in 2005, along with two of his partners Ed
Hill and Harry Deitzler, as Trial Lawyers of the Year by Public Justice

FULLER
GROL1P

McHugh Fuller Law Group is a trial firm based out of Hattiesburg, Mississippi that specializes in
complex litigation and trials in the health and medical fields. With only eight members, the firm
functions as an elite trial team made up of experienced litigators and legal writers. The attorneys
at McHugh Fuller are admitted to practice law in eighteen states including Mississippi, Florida,
Texas, Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Illinois, Kentucky, Michigan, Missouri, New Hampshire,
New York, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, West Virginia, Wisconsin, and the
District of Columbia. Our lawyers have tried over one hundred cases, obtaining multi-million
dollar verdicts in courts throughout the country. The attorneys at McHugh Fuller have amassed
over three-hundred million dollars in jury verdicts alone, and have successfully handled appeals
before State Supreme Courts and Courts of Appeal in seven states, numerous Federal District
Courts, the 4th, 5th and 11th Circuit Courts of Appeal and the United States Supreme Court.

Michael J. Fuller

Michael J. Fuller is a senior partner and founding member ofMcHugh Fuller Law Group.
Throughout his career, Mr. Fuller has dedicated his career to the protection of people. Upon
graduating from the University of Florida College of Law, he joined the Hillsborough County
State Attorney's Office and spent several years protecting the residents of Tampa Bay as a
prosecutor. From there, Mr. Fuller joined a national law firm that specialized in representing and
protecting the elderly from abuse and neglect in nursing homes and assisted living facilities.
In 2006, Mr. Fuller and James B. McHugh decided to start their own firm and, once again,
dedicated their efforts to those who could not protect themselves, particularly those confined to
health care institutions. Since 2006, Mr. Fuller has worked to put together an elite trial team
consisting of experienced litigators and legal writers that can litigate and try complex medical
cases against billion dollar national defendant corporations. Through the leadership of Mr. Fuller
and Mr. McHugh, the attorneys at McHugh Fuller Law Group have amassed verdicts of over 300
million dollars on behalf of their clients and have successfully handled appeals before State
Supreme Courts, Courts of Appeal, numerous Federal District Courts, the 4th, 5th, and 11th
Circuit Courts of Appeal and the United States Supreme Court.
Mr. Fuller is licensed to practice law in the District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky,
Michigan, Mississippi, Missouri, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, West Virginia and
Wisconsin.

Amy Quezon

A my Quezon has been practicing law and trying cases since 1993. After graduating from
Stetson College of Law in 1992, she joined the State Attorney's Office in Hillsborough County,
Florida. She spent approximately six years as a prosecutor trying hundreds of criminal cases. By
the time Ms. Quezon left the State, she was a lead trial attorney responsible for the prosecution
of violent felonies and trafficking cases.
Since 1998, Ms. Quezon has been litigating and trying complex medical and health-care related
cases throughout the country. She has tried cases in multiple states, obtaining verdicts of close to
200 million dollars on behalf of her clients. She was co-lead trial counsel on a $91.5 million
dollar verdict for a case in West Virginia which was upheld in large part by the West Virginia
Supreme Court and in which the United States Supreme Court ultimately denied cert. She is
admitted to practice law in eleven states.
Ms. Quezon is married and has four children. Her oldest son is in law school at Stetson Law, her
daughter is in nursing school at the University of Florida, her son is a senior in high school and
she and her husband recently adopted a four-year-old little boy out of Foster care.

POWELL&
MAJESTRO P.L.LC
Anthony J. Majestro
Since 2002, the attorneys of Powell & Majestro have been protecting the interests of individuals,
families and businesses in West Virginia as well as handling complex litigation nationwide. The
firms practice areas include Consumer Protection, Maritime Law, Products Liability, Workplace
Injuries and Consumer Debt.
Anthony J. Majestro has a proven record oflitigating matters of great complexity nationwide, as
well as in Palm Cities, West Virginia. Mr. Majestro is currently the managing partner at Powell
& Majestro P.L.L.C. The firm handles complex litigation including the representation of
individuals and others who are victims of consumer fraud or are injured by defective products.
Mr. Majestro and the firm have extensive experience in representing those injured by defective
drugs and medical devices. Mr. Majestro has successfully represented or is currently representing
clients with injuries caused by Fen-Phen/Redux, Paxil, Baycol, Propulsid, Oxycontin, Rezulin,
Vioxx, hormone replacement drugs, pedicle screws, and breast implants. In addition, Mr.
Majestro leads the firm's extensive consumer protection practice. Mr. Majestro recently filed the
first cases in the country on behalf of public entities against the wholesale distributors of
prescription opiates in southern West Virginia.

LEGAL SERVICES AGREEMENT

ClTY OF RENO, NEV ADA (hereinafter "CLIENT") hereby retains outside counsel, pursuant to
the Nevada Rules of Professional Conduct, on a contingent fee basis, to pursue all civil remedies
against those in the chain of distribution of prescription opiates responsible for the opioid
epidemic which is plaguing the CITY OF RENO, NEV ADA, including, but not limited to, filing
a claim for public nuisance to abate the damages caused thereby. J. Burton LeBlanc, lj:sq. of the
law firm of Baron & Budd PC shall serve as Lead Counsel. CLIENT authorizes Lead Counsel to
employ and/or associate additional counsel, with consent of CLIENT, to assist Lead Counsel in
the just prosecution of the case. CLIENT consents to the participation of the following finns:
BARON & BUDD, PC
3 I 02 Oak Lawn Avenue # 11 00
Dallas, Texas
LEVIN, PAPANTONIO, THOMAS, MITCHELL, RAFFERTY & PROCTOR, PA
316 South Baylen Street
Pensacola, Florida
GREENE, KETCHUM, FARRELL, BAILEY & TWEEL, LLP
419 11th Street
Huntington, West Virginia
HILL PETERSON CARPER BEE & DEITZLER PLLC
500 Tracy Way
Charleston, West Virginia

,..

MCHUGH FULLER LAW GROUP
97 Elias Whiddon Rd.
Hattiesburg, Mississippi
POWELL & MAJESTRO PLLC
405 Capitol Street #I 200
Charleston, West Virginia

BARON & BUDD, PC will serve as liaison between CLIENT and the firms listed above.
In consideration, CLIENT agrees to pay twenty-five percent (25%) of the total
recovery (gross) as an attorney fee whether the claim is resolved by compromise,
settlement, or trial and verdict (and appeal). The CLIENT acknowledges this fee is
reasonable given the time and labor required, the novelty and difficulty of the questions
involved, and the skill requisite to perform the legal service properly, the likelihood this
employment will preclude other employment by the lawyer(s), the fee customarily charged in the
locality for similar legal services, the anticipated (contingent) litigation expenses and the
anticipated results obtained, the experience, reputation, and ability of the lawyer or lawyers
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performing the services and the fact that the fee is contingent upon a successful recovery. There
is no fee if there is no recovery.
This fee applies to any sums, benefit or value obtained on your behalf, whether monetary
or nonmonetary, including equitable remedies including abatement, and whether recovered by
award, judgment, settlement, bankruptcy proceedings, government-imposed reparations
proceedings, regulatory relief/settlement, non-monetary remedial benefit provided by defendants
or otherwise. Gross recovery is the value, at the time of settlement or collection (whichever
confers the greater value), of any sums, benefit or value obtained on your behalf, as set out
above. The gross recovery shall be calculated on the amount obtained before the deduction
of costs and expenses. CLIENT grants Attorneys an interest in a fee based on tfie gross
recovery. If a court awards attorneys' fees, Attorneys shall receive the "greater of' the gross
recovery-based contingent fee or the attorneys' fees awarded.
The division of fees, expenses and labor between the law firms will be decided by private
agreement between the law firms which shall be subject to review by the CLIENT, and any
division of fees will be governed by the Nevada Rules of Professional Conduct including: ( 1) the
division of fees is in proportion to the services performed by each lawyer or each lawyer assumes
joint responsibility for the representation and agrees to be available for consultation with the
CLIENT; (2) the CLIENT agrees to the arrangement and the agreement is confirmed in writing;
and (3) the total fee is reasonable. In the event that the contingent fee portion of this agreement is
determined to be unenforceable for any reason or the Attorneys are prevented from representing
CLIENT on a contingent fee basis, CLIENT agrees to pay a reasonable fee for the services
rendered.
The law firms agree to advance_all necessary litigation expenses necessary to prosecute
these claims, and the CLIENT shall have no obligation to advance any costs or to make any
financial contribution to the lawsuit while the litigation is pending. All such litigation expenses,
including the reasonable internal costs of electronically stored infonnation (ESI) and electronic
discovery generally or the direct costs incurred from any outside contractor for those services,
will be deducted from any recovery after the contingent fee is calculated. There is no
reimbursement of litigation expenses if there is no recovery.
Funds that are recovered on behalf of CLIENT shall flow through the _ _ _ _ _ __
and may be expended on education, law enforcement and jails, healthcare, or in any other way
that the
deems appropriate.
The Client shall be kept reasonably informed about the status of the matter in a manner
deemed appropriate by the Client. The Client at all times shall retain the authority to decide the
disposition of the case and personally oversee and maintain absolute control of the litigation.
Upon conclusion of this matter, the CLIENT shall be provided with a written
statement stating the outcome of the matter and, if there is a recovery, showing the
remittance to the client and the method of its determination as required by the Nevada
Rules of Professional Conduct. The closing statement shall specify the manner in which the
compensation was determined under the agreement, any costs and expenses deducted by the
lawyer from the judgment or settlement involved, and, if applicable, the actual division of the
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lawyers' fees with a lawyer not in the same firm, as contemplated by the Nevada Rules of
Professional Conduct.
Nothing in this Agreement and nothing in the Attorneys' statement to the CLIENT may
be construed as a promise or guarantee about the outcome of this matter. The Attorneys make no
such promises or guarantees. Attorneys' comments about the outcome of this matter are
expressions of opinion only and the Attorneys make no guarantee as to the outcome of any
litigation, settlement or trial proceedings.
is specifically cond,itioned
Further, the execution of this Agreement by
upon the
passing a resolution authorizing this Agreement and the xecu~i'O)l by the_

SIGNED, this _ _ _ day of _ __ _ _ _ _, 201_

By:_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Chair, City of eno City Council
[or other authorized personnel]

.,.
Accepted:
Baron & Budd
3102

ak Lawn AveJ1ue #I l 00

Dallas Texas

J. Bt1rton LeBlanc

Date

Esq.
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