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Proposed Pipeline to Export Effluent From Truckee River Basin

Dear Paul,
On behalf of the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe, I would like to thank you and your client,
Switch, for meeting with representatives of the Tribe on July 27, 2017, to discuss Switch's
proposal to export treated effluent from the Truckee Meadows Water Reclamation Facility via
pipeline to the Tahoe-Reno Industrial Center. Although we have only limited and general
information regarding this proposed project, if structured correctly there could be benefits for
many stakeholders on the Truckee River system through replacement of treated effluent in the
Truckee River with an equal or greater quantity of reliable surface water rights.
As we discussed at our July 27, 2017 meeting at the Reno offices of Sen. Cortez-Masto,
and as the Tribe has always maintained, the Tribe's primary goal in evaluating the proposed
exportation of water out of the Truckee River basin is ensuring the quantity of surface water
flows of the Truckee River are not adversely affected. As you know, every drop of water in the
Truckee River, including return flows as treated effluent is fully accounted for and highly
regulated under both state and federal law. As the ultimate end-user of Truckee River water,
including the holder of the most senior water rights, the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe is keenly
aware of the potential adverse effects to the lower Truckee River and Pyramid Lake from
upstream water diversions, but at the same time the Tribe is always willing to work toward
collaborative solutions with its neighbors and fellow users of our shared resources.
Based upon the information provided to the Tribe's representatives at the July 27, 2017
meeting, we understand the proposed effluent exportation project to be generally as follows:
•Reno, Sparks and the Tahoe-Reno Industrial Center (TRIC) will negotiate a "Water
Reuse Agreement" for the export of 4,000 acre-feet annually of treated effluent from the Truckee
Meadows Water Reclamation Facility (TMWRF) via pipeline to TRIC, for an initial term of 30
years with two successive 20-year renewal periods;
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•Reno, Sparks, Washoe County, TRIC, the Truckee Meadows Water Authority (TMWA)
and the State of Nevada Dept. of Transportation (NDOT) will negotiate a "Return Flow
Management Agreement" to replace any/all treated effluent exported from the Truckee River
basin with one or more of the following sources of Truckee River surface water rights:
a) 1,500 acre-feet of Truckee River surface water rights dedicated by TRIC to
TMWA;
b) 1,500 to 2,200 acre-feet of Truckee River surface water rights potentially held
by NDOT pursuant to right-of-way acquisitions; and
c) TMWA "storage water".
A representative from the City of Reno also made a general presentation of this proposed
water exportation project to the Pyramid Paiute Tribal Council on August 16, 2017. That
presentation was consistent with the above description provided by Switch, except that the 6,700
acre-feet "groundwater component" of the TMWRF effluent was also referenced as a potential
source of water for this proposed exportation project. The City of Reno's representative also
quantified the amount of TMWA's "storage water" proposed to be used as replacement water as
300 to 1,000 acre-feet annually.
Based on the Tribe's understanding of the proposed pipeline export project, we renew our
request from the July 27, 2017 meeting, for the following information:
1) copies of the Water Reuse Agreement and the Return Flow Management Agreement;
2) identification - by certificate, permit and/or application number - of all water rights
proposed as "replacement water" under the Return Flow Management Agreement;
3) determination of potential yields of surface water rights under items (a) and (b) above;
4) description of the process by which TMWA will provide replacement water, including
the categories of credit water or other "storage water" in upstream Truckee River reservoirs
stored pursuant to the Truckee River Operating Agreement (TROA);
5) description of conditions and circumstances when the Cities of Reno and Sparks intend
to use the "groundwater component" as a source of water for this proposed exportation project;
6) description, including the potential route, of the effluent export pipeline from TMWRF
to TRIC;
7) description, including plans or drawings, of the proposed or existing reservoir at TRIC
to store treated effluent exported from TMWRF and delivered via the proposed pipeline;
8) any hydrologic or other modeling and/or reports prepared for purposes of evaluating
the designated sources of Truckee River water rights for the proposed effluent exportation
project, including any modeling prepared by the Desert Research Institute, Cities of Reno and
Sparks, and/or TMWA;
9) a written schedule, even if preliminary, for the completion of the proposed effluent
exportation project, including critical dates for project planning, design and/or construction
phases;
10) a summary of communications with the Orr Ditch Decree Federal Watermaster/
TROA Administrator regarding the proposed effluent export project.
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Again, the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe very much appreciates Switch's recognition that
any exportation of water, including treated effluent, from the Truckee River basin must ensure
that the Truckee River basin, and the downstream users, are kept whole in terms of the quantity
of water in the Truckee River and that any such project does not affect the treatment of effluent
at TMWRF. The Tribe looks forward to working collaboratively with Switch and others as this
proposed exportation project is explored.
Very truly yours,

Christopher W. Mixson, Esq.
cc (via email):
Vinton Hawley, Chairman, Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe
Jennifer Crowe, N. Nev. Director, Sen. Cortez-Masto
Hon. Hillary Schieve, Mayor City of Reno
Reno City Council (D. Bobzien, J. Brekhus, N. Duerr, 0. Delgado, P. Mckenzie, N. Jardon)
John Flansberg, City of Reno
Kerri Lanza, City of Reno
Hon. Gino Martini, Mayor, City of Sparks
Sparks City Council (D. Abbott, E. Lawson, R. Smith, C. Bybee, K. Dahir)
Andy Hummel, City of Sparks
Washoe County Commission (Chair B. Lucey, M. Berkbigler, K. Jung, V. Hartung, J. Herman)
Vahid Behmaran, Washoe County
Mark Foree, Truckee Meadows Water Authority
Bill Hauck, Truckee Meadows Water Authority
Donna Marie Noel, Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe
Alise Porto, Switch
Don Springmeyer, Esq., Wolf, Rifkin, Shapiro, Schulman & Rabkin LLP

