STAFF REPORT
Date:

January 10, 2018

To:

Mayor and City Council

Thru:

Sabra Newby, City Manager

Subject:

Staff Report (For Possible Action): Approval of the use of Blight
Abatement Fund monies for the demolition of the building located at 265
Keystone Avenue, a city-owned property, with reimbursement from the
future sale of this property and the immediate parcel to the west known as
Assessor Parcel Numbers 010-610-05 and 010-610-06 and direction to staff to
perform the work in an amount not to exceed $50,000. (Blight Mitigation
Fund)

From:

John Flansberg, Director of Public Works

B.12.

Summary: On September 30, 2017, Reno Fire Department responded to a structural fire located
at 265 Keystone Avenue. On October 6, 2017, Code Enforcement, Fire, and Building and Safety
staff posted the building as “Unlawful to Occupy” based on an initial site visit conducted earlier
in the week. The structure fire was caused by transient activity and created significant damage to
the roof rendering it unstable and requiring demolition. There was one tenant (Team Nevada)
using a portion of the structure that was given notice to vacate the premises which occurred in
mid-November. The Blight Mitigation Fund has approximately $184,000 currently and is
designated for demolition and abatement of nuisances on properties with the caveat that the
funds used are paid back to the City and into this account for future use.
Discussion: Staff is requesting approval of the use of Blight Mitigation Fund monies for the
rental of equipment and disposal fees to demolish the compromised structure located at 265
Keystone Avenue. This fund was designated for the demolition and abatement of nuisances on
properties with replenishment from liens to the owner at time of sale. The demolition of this
City-owned property which is a public nuisance would be in conformance with the use of the
funds and is recommended to be paid back at the time of sale of the immediate property and/or
the westerly adjacent parcel as shown on the attached map. The Blight Mitigation Fund
currently has $184,000 available and it is anticipated that the work contemplated would not
exceed $50,000.
If staff is directed to perform the work, Public Works Maintenance and Operations will begin as
soon as possible to secure the equipment and trucking needed to demolish the existing structure.

This work would be a training exercise for staff and the funds would be used for specialty
equipment needed to accomplish the work to include trucking and disposal of the demolition and
construction debris to an appropriate disposal site.
Financial Implications: If approved, funding would come out of the Blight Mitigation Fund
and be reimbursed upon sale of the properties as identified.
Legal Implications: Legal review completed for compliance with City procedures and Nevada
Law.
Recommendation: Staff recommends Council approve the use of Blight Mitigation Funds for
the demolition of the building located at 265 Keystone Avenue with reimbursement from the
future sale of APN's 010-610-05 and 010-610-06 and direction to staff to perform the work in an
amount not to exceed $50,000.
Proposed Motion: I move to approve staff recommendation.
Attachments:


265 Keystone Vicinity Map January 2018 (PDF)



265 Keystone Fire Damage Photos (PDF)

